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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
 

September 3, 2017 
10:00 a.m.  

 
WORDS OF WELCOME – Welcome to Faith Church; we are glad you are here. 

Infant and childcare (through preschool) are provided all morning in the nursery, the second room on 
the right through the door by the pulpit. Children through the age of 4 may proceed to the childcare 

room following the “Moment with Faith Kids” for the remainder of the service.  
Worship Bags are available in the back pews of the sanctuary.  
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THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

The candle is lit as a symbol of our prayers for peace. 
 
Words of Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Christa Fuller Burns 
 
Prelude Eighteenth Variation Sergei Rachmaninoff 

(from Rapsodie on a theme of Paganini, Op. 43) (1873-1943) 
 arr. James D. Kimball 

*Please stand if you are able. 
(The congregation will read the words in bold.) 
 

*Call to Worship  Bobby Hall 
 
One: We are called to be people of faith in the midst of the world, 
All: And so we mix our worship and our work, our faith and our life. 
One: We gather here as people who live in the world and yet, 
All: We gather as people who have been called to see the world from a 

different viewpoint. 
One: God has called us together, God has called us to be part of a community. 
All: God challenges us to consider questions of priority as we engage 

with the world. 
One: In this time together, 
All: May God open our hearts, minds and eyes, 
One: Allowing us to see deeper, helping us to live in the world while still offering 

a challenge to the ways of the world. 
All: We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
*Hymn 26 Earth and All Stars! EARTH AND ALL STARS 
 
Prayer of Confession Bobby Hall 

 
One: O God, we are asking: 
All: Where will I find the money? Where will I find a moment’s rest? 

Where will I find a job, spouse, a home? 
One: We are asking: 
All: How will we get our way amidst partisanship? How will we secure 

prosperity despite violence and war? How will we be heard over 
the celebrities and corporations and chaos? 

One: Meanwhile, God is asking: 
All: What did I do wrong that fleeting idols of wealth and contentment 

are worshiped more than the foundation of life and community? 
One: God is asking: 
All: Who are these who are crying out in prayer and singing praise yet 

pursuing their own wisdom and pleasure day after day? 
One: We confess: 
All: That we miss those seasons when we trusted you through all 

things and were content to commit our lives to your work. 
One: We pray: 
All: For awe to replace pride, for love of one another to root out fear, 

for holy purpose to define and enliven our daily laboring. 
One: We rejoice: 
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All: That you are our treasure, our daily peace and provocation; in 
your shadow, our souls are satisfied. 

One: We offer: 
All: Our lives to be a blessing to your glory and to this world’s healing, 

in the name of Jesus who calls us to work and renews us at the 
table. Amen. 

 
Silence is observed. 

 
Assurance of Pardon Bobby Hall 
 

Our God is a God of grace and transformation. When we ask, God gives 
us the courage and strength to live out our faith in the workplace and the 
marketplace, in our homes as well as our church. 

 
*Sung Response 583 Glory to God GLORIA 

*The Peace of Christ Bobby Hall 
 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

 
TO PROCLAIM AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD 

 
Moment with Faith Kids Rev. Burns 

Blessing of the backpacks and all who teach. 
 
Prayer for Illumination Bobby Hall 

 
That we can glimpse you within creation is a beautiful thought, but also tells us 
that you desire to be seen, to be found and known. Open our eyes, as we walk 
through this world, feel the wind and the sunshine, see the majesty of creation 
unfolding before our eyes. Help us to see you. 

 
Lesson Isaiah 2:5-22 Bobby Hall 

 
One:  This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
Sermon “Prayers from the Ark: the Bat” Rev. Burns 
 

*Hymn 751 From the Nets of Our Labor HAMILTON 
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OFFERING 
 
Offertory Make Me a Channel of your Peace Sebastian Temple 
 (1928-1997) 

Robert Gardner, tenor 
Samuel Springer, baritone 
Marilyn Valentine, piano 

 
*Congregational Response 717 

For the Life That You Have Given PLEADING SAVOIR 
see last page 

 
Offering Prayer 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation  Rev. Burns 
 
Thanksgiving Prayer 
 Rev. Burns 

One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to God. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
One: Holy God, you created a planet full of life. You created humans in your 

image. You taught our ancestors how to live in your world by giving them 
challenges as well as hope. You brought our forebears out of captivity in 
Egypt into fullness of life. You sent prophets to teach us. Most of all, you 
sent to us your child Jesus, who showed us through his loving example 
how you love us. You call us to follow in the path of Jesus, carrying your 
message of hope and justice to the world. Creating us in your image, you 
offered to us the challenges of living in your complex world. And so we 
join with all of creation to praise you. 

 
Sanctus 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
Communion (by intinction) Bread is gluten-free. Please come to the front of the 
sanctuary via the center aisle, take the bread and dip it into the chalice, then partake 
and return to your seat by way of a side aisle. 
 
Prayer 
 

Gracious God, you have once again shown us your love by bringing us to this 
meal. We go from here renewed in faith, renewed in courage, and strengthened 
by your presence. Thank you for loving us so tenderly. Thank you for 
challenging us to know you better and to receive you more fully. 
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TO GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 
*Hymn 749 Come! Live in the Light WE ARE CALLED 
 
*Benediction Rev. Burns 
 

Go in peace, assured that God has heard and will continue to hear your prayers. 
Remember that no curtain separates us from the presence of God. Therefore, 
every table at which you will sit, be it a school desk, a work bench, a lunch 
counter, a meeting room table, an office desk, a board across two sawhorses, 
your own kitchen or dining room table; every table is God’s altar. So boldly 
pray, hold fast to hope, and encourage and provoke one another to put love into 
action. Amen. 
 

The service concludes with the following postlude. 

Please maintain a worshipful silence. 
 

Postlude Pasticcio Jean Langlais 
 (1907-1991) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 

 
Rev. Christa Fuller Burns, Pastor 

Dr. Samuel Springer, Minister of Music & Organist 
Bobby Hall, Liturgist 

Robert Gardner & Samuel Springer, Guest Singers 
Marilyn Valentine, Pianist 
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FAITH  FAMILY  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Harvey 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is in touch with Presbyteries in the 
affected areas of Texas to offer assistance. National Response Team headed to 
Houston and hoped to be on the ground by Friday. If you would like to donate, 
note Harvey on your check or pew envelope. 

 
Lemonade Fellowship 

Following worship, please join us on the portico for a cool drink, sweet treats 
and fellowship. 
 

Homecoming Sunday September 10 at 10:45 
We will again celebrate Homecoming Sunday outside on the south lawn. The Mt. 
Ararat Boys bluegrass band will provide the music for worship. Following worship, 
there will be a picnic lunch. Please bring a salad or a dessert to share. 
 

Everyone Gets Sick! 
Social and Environmental Justice Committee (SEJ) is reminding us to contact our 
state legislators regarding the Health Working Families Act (HB1.) Ask your 
representatives to override Governor Hogan’s veto to ensure that employees can 
earn sick leave. After today’s service, you will have an opportunity to sign a 
petition showing your support for the Health Working Family Act. 
 

GEDCO Volunteers Needed 
GEDCO’s Epiphany House on York Road serves low-income, older adults with 
disabilities and seniors. The elevator is out-of-order and they needs volunteers to 
assist day-to-day tasks such as laundry, mail pickup, taking out trash, errands, 
etc.  
 
They are also seeking assistance to provide meals on weekends during this hot 
weather to 19 individuals, seven who need to refrain from salt and sugar. If you 
can be any assistance or for more information, please call Valerie Walker at 410-
323-3040. 

 
Habitat Work Days Saturdays September 23 & October 28 

Chesapeake Habitat for Humanity has scheduled two dates for volunteers to 
work at the McCabe housing site where we have been involved in the past. If 
you are interested in volunteering for a little home construction 
(deconstruction?) on either of these dates, please contact Susan Minor.  

 
Anniversary of Marcus Edwards' Death 

Faith Church and St. Matthew's Church are planning a prayer service on the 
evening of September 19th, the anniversary of the murder of Marcus. Details will 
be forthcoming after we've had a chance to consult the other churches on the 
Loch Raven corridor. 

 
Joys and Concerns may be written before the service in a special book in the 

narthex. The book will be brought to the minister before the prayer. 
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Please pray for our homebound members: 
Christian Dunyoh  Mildred Miller  Esmie & Leon Stirling 
Nancy Stutzer  Betty Lou Tampieri  Dot Weller 

 

 
Faith Presbyterian Church’s Ministry 

 
Pastor:  The Rev. Christa Fuller Burns -- 443-570-3276 

shalomcfb@gmail.com 
Parish Associate:  The Rev. Doris Cowan -- 410-444-4731 

dw.cowan@verizon.net 
Parish Associate:  The Rev. William R. Millen -- 443-632-6047 

bill.millen@comcast.net 
Minister of Music:  Dr. Samuel Springer -- 410-483-0808 

widor1@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

Session 
William Curtis, Clerk 

2018 2019 2020 
Ellsworth Jackson Kay Ballard Mike Billings 
Pat Nesbitt Andy Fuller Scott Bissett 
Judy Sperling Neil Nemser Bobby Hall 
Krista Wallace Randy Woodfield Carl Herber 

 
 

Deacons 
Dawn Shirey, Moderator 

2018 2019 2020 
Anna Burns Ken Archie Chandra Jackson 
Gail Poorbaugh Karen Burd Susan Minor 
Dawn Shirey Mary Hodgson  
 Robin Nemser  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
5400 Loch Raven Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21239 

www.faithpcbalt.org  
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