
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
 

FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
 
 

December 17, 2017 
10:45 a.m.  

 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME – Welcome to Faith Church; we are glad you are here. 
Infant and childcare (through preschool) are provided all morning in the nursery, the second room on 
the right through the door by the pulpit. Children through the age of 4 may proceed to the childcare 

room following the “Moment with Faith Kids” for the remainder of the service.  
Worship Bags are available in the back pews of the sanctuary.  
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THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

The candle is lit as a symbol of our prayers for peace. 
 
Words of Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Christa Fuller Burns 
 
Prelude Song of Reflection Dan R. Edwards 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten arr. Bob Burroughs 
 Anna Laura Page 

Bell Choir 
 

*Please, stand if you are able. 
(The congregation will read the words in bold.) 

*Call to Worship Isabel Aldana 
 
One: Come among us, Jesus, you whom the angels worship and children 

welcome. 
All: Come, Jesus, and meet us here. 
One: Come among us, Jesus, you who hurled the stars into space and shaped 

the spider’s weaving. 
All: Come, Jesus, and meet us here. 
One: Come among us, Jesus, you who walked the long road to Jerusalem and 

lit a flame that dances forever. 
All: Come, Jesus, and meet us here. 
 

*Hymn 150 As with Gladness Men of Old DIX 
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath Faith Kids 
 

One: The poet, Mary Oliver wrote: “If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy, 
don’t hesitate. Give in to it…life has some possibility left.…Joy is not made 
to be a crumb.” It seemed impossible, but the Israelites returned home 
from exile in Babylon. The prophet Isaiah offered a song of celebration. 
Come and rejoice! Eat and drink! Get your priorities in order! Can’t you 
see that God is close by? The people rejoiced, amazed to have a second 
chance. The end of the story has yet to be written. 

 When we light the candle of Joy, we celebrate the One who has come, is 
coming and will come again. 

All: Whatever we face in life, God will make joy possible. 
 
Prayer of Confession Isabel Aldana 

 
Saving God, you ask us to be shepherds, but we are too busy, and we 
don’t want to get our hands dirty, and we don’t like the hours. You ask 
us to be sheep, but we like to be alone, and we don’t like someone 
telling us what to do, and we are afraid to trust. You ask us to be 
angels, but we say we can’t sing, or we are scared of what people will 
think, or we don’t believe in what you tell us to say. You ask us to be 
Josephs, but we don’t want to break the rules, or we aren’t ready for 
the responsibility. You ask us to be Marys, but we are terrified of what 
people will think, or we don’t like things that don’t make sense, or we 
wonder how could God choose little ‘ole me, or we are afraid. You ask 
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us to be your body on earth, but we are not brave enough or secure 
enough or carefree enough to bless the poor and the meek and the 
unloved. Forgive us, God of the nativity, and remind us of our parts. 
Amen. 

 
Silence is observed. 

 
Assurance of Pardon Isabel Aldana 

 
God does not care about power and prestige. What God wants most is us – humbly 
and honestly. So we offer ourselves, knowing that God has a part for each of us 
in God’s saving drama. And, no part is too small. 

  
*Sung Response 92 While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING 

*The Peace of Christ Isabel Aldana 
One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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TO PROCLAIM AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination Isabel Aldana 

 
Shine in our hearts today, good God. May your wisdom and your truth live in us 
and show in our lives. Amen. 
 

Lesson Matthew 1:18-25 Isabel Aldana 
 
One:  This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
*Hymn 114 Away in a Manger CRADLE SONG 

2017 Christmas Pageant Joy by Susan Johnston 
 
The Cast 

GABI—Gabriella Anthony 
ISABEL—Isabel Aldana 
VERONICA—Veronica Herber 
PEYTON—Peyton Lemon 
IZZIE—Isabella Hills 
JAMES—James Herber 
LEJIND—Lejind Askew 
ANGELA—Renatta Anthony 
VOICE—Veronica Herber 
BOY—Hudson Seavers-Reale 
FRANNY—Franny Marinacci 
CARLY—Carly Burd 
GRAIL—Grail Lent 
ELLA—Ella Marinacci 
BENNETT—Bennett Seavers-Reale 
VOICE—Isabel Aldana 
MARY—Carly Burd 
JOSEPH—Linden Seavers-Reale 
ANGELS, SHEPHERDS, LAMBS— 
      Eva Marinacci, Campbell Burd, Ivy Seavers-Reale, et al. 
 

Hymn 138 Who Would Think That What Was Needed WHITE ROSETTES 
Verses 1 & 2 

Reception of New Members Rev. Burns 
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Prayers of the People & The Lord's Prayer Rev. Burns 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. 

 
OFFERING 

 
Offertory Anthem Do You Hear What I Hear Gloria Shayne Baker 
 (1923-2008) 
 

Said the night wind to the little lamb, do you see what I see, way up in the sky, 
little lamb, a star, dancing in the night with a tail as big as a kite. 
 
Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy, do you hear what I hear, ringing through 
the sky, shepherd boy, a song, high above the trees with a voice as big as the 
sea. 
 
Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king, do you know what I know, in your 
palace warm, mighty king, a Child shivers in the cold, let us bring Him silver and 
gold. 
 
Said the king to the people everywhere, listen to what I say pray for peace, people 
everywhere! The Child, sleeping in the night, He will bring us goodness and light. 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

*Sung Response 75 We Give Thanks Unto You WE GIVE THANKS UNTO YOU 
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TO GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE IN CHRIST’S NAME 
 

*Hymn 134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH 
 

*Benediction Rev. Burns 
 

One: God of the watching ones, the waiting ones, the slow and suffering ones, 
the angels in heaven, the child in the womb, 

All: Give us your benediction, your good word for our souls, that we 
might rest and rise, in the kindness of your company. Amen. 

 
The service concludes with the following postlude. 

Please maintain a worshipful silence. 
 

Postlude Joy to the World arr. Michael Bedford 
 
  

 
FAITH  FAMILY  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Session Meeting Monday, December 18, 7:00 p.m. – Woodbourne Room 
 
Sunday Adult Forum 9:15 a.m. – Woodmont Room 

December 3, 10, & 17 The Magnificat 
Presented by Randal Woodfield 

 
Wednesday Bible Study: 11:00 a.m. – Woodbourne Room, all are welcome. Join 

us for lively discussion on the upcoming Sunday lesson. No preparation is 
required.  

December 20 – John 1:1-18 
There is no Bible Study on December 27. 

January 3 – John 1:35-51 
 

2017 Contribution Statements and End of Year 
Faith will close out the year on January 8, 2018. The final contributions for 2017 
will be due then; checks received after this date will be recorded as 2018. 
 
Please date checks in the year you would like them recorded. Call the office with 
questions about your pledge or if you would like your 2017 Contribution report 
before mid-January. 

 
LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 

 
Rev. Christa Fuller Burns, Pastor 

Dr. Samuel Springer, Minister of Music and Organist. 
Isabel Aldana, Liturgist 

The Chancel Choir 
The Bell Choir 
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Justice Housing (GEDCO) 
Through GEDCO’s Justice Housing program for the chronically ill folks, we have 
been collecting household items for the formerly homeless people. 

During this season of giving please include these items on your list: 
cleaning products  
gently used blankets 
new queen size sheets, pillowcases  
towels, shower curtains 
small rugs & mats 

Anything you would need to set up a new apartment. If you have serviceable 
furniture that you no longer need, please let Susan Minor know. We will be 
collecting for the next week. 
 
There will be a laundry basket in the hallway outside the sanctuary to collect your 
donations. Thank you for your generosity and care. 

 
2017 Per Capita Is $34.15 per Member 

Thank you to the members that have paid $2557.55 of the $5293 owed. If 
you have not contributed, please do so now if you are able. 

 
2018 Pledge 

Pledge cards are in the pew rack and in the narthex. If you have not done so, 
please return your pledge card today.  
 

Hate Has No Home Here 
A Baltimore Sun article about signage in Roland Park quoted Scott Bissett. The 
article is posted on our Facebook page and on the bulletin board in the hall.  
 

Joys and Concerns may be written before the service in a special book in the 
narthex. The book will be brought to the minister before the prayer. 

 
Please pray for our homebound members: 

Betty Bunce Christian Dunyoh  Mildred Miller 
Esmie & Leon Stirling  Nancy Stutzer  Betty Lou Tampieri 
Dot Weller 

 

Faith Presbyterian Church’s Ministry 
 

Pastor:  The Rev. Christa Fuller Burns – 410-323-8086 
shalomcfb@gmail.com 

Parish Associate:  The Rev. Doris Cowan -- 410-444-4731 
dw.cowan@verizon.net 

Parish Associate:  The Rev. William R. Millen -- 443-632-6047 
bill.millen@comcast.net 

Minister of Music:  Dr. Samuel Springer -- 410-483-0808 
widor1@yahoo.com 
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Session 
Mike Billings, Clerk 

2018 2019 2020 
Ellsworth Jackson Kay Ballard Mike Billings 
Pat Nesbitt Andy Fuller Scott Bissett 
Judy Sperling Neil Nemser Bobby Hall 
Krista Wallace Randy Woodfield Carl Herber 

 
 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
5400 Loch Raven Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21239 

www.faithpcbalt.org 
410-435-4330 

 
 


