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Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 21, 2018 

 
Moderator: The Reverend Christa Fuller Burns, Pastor 

 
Clerk of Session: Mike Billings 

 
Docket 

 
Opening Prayer Rev. Christa Burns 
 
Approval of the Call of the Meeting 
 
Adoption of the Docket 
 
Report of the Moderator Rev. Christa Burns 
 
Report of the Clerk of Session Mike Billings 
 
Report of the Finance Committee 
 

• Power Point Presentation: Budget for 2018 Christopher Pope 
  
 

• Annual Review of Pastor’s Compensation Mike Billings 
 
Adjournment with Prayer  Rev. Christa Burns 
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Pastor’s Report 
Rev. Christa Fuller Burns 

 
 
I notice that the day 
before our last annual 
meeting, I was in 
Washington for the 
Women’s March, the 
day after the 
inauguration! It has 
been a year and I 
think, in some ways, 
we should 

congratulate ourselves for simply having 
survived it! It has been a year in which we’ve 
felt assaulted by a daily barrage of headlines, 
most of them negative. Consequently, I’ve 
been known to say that it has been a year in 
which the church has become more important 
than ever, both for what it has to say and for 
what it provides 
 

- Thanks to our newly formed justice 
committee, Faith Church has spoken out on 
issues that affect our city and our state, such 
as affordable housing and paid health leave in 
Maryland. 

- Faith Church spoke out on behalf of the 
vulnerable in our city when we voted to become 
a Sanctuary Church, declaring that we support 
and advocate for undocumented people in our 
city. 

- I completed my term on the 
Administrative Commission at Christ Our King 
church, having become well-acquainted with 
the Bel Air Road corridor. I hope that I was able 
to speak words of comfort and hope to a 
congregation that was hurting. 

- Thanks to a devoted committee, we re-
designed our website in order to better 
communicate who we are.  

- We sent Northwood-Aphold Church back 
to their newly renovated space with our 
blessings after having them reside in our old 
fellowship hall when their church home burned. 

- The Block Party was held in May and, 
once again, we had solid attendance from our 
neighborhood. This year we offered voter 
registration, in addition to information about 
other services for families. Faith Church spoke 
words of hospitality and solidarity to our 
neighborhood. 

- Faith Church was privileged to celebrate 
the Hyde Family who have been members of 
this church for 140 years! We marked the 
occasion in June with a gala luncheon complete 
with a slide presentation prepared by Paula 
Burger and reflections by Bill Hyde himself.  It 
is always important to remember where we've 
been and who has been there with us! 

- Faith continued its tradition of marching 
in the Gay Pride Parade in June. This year we 
joined more faith communities than ever 
before in a dramatic display of interfaith 
partnership. 
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- This year, Faith participated in three 
summer camps: Art with a Heart, our own 
week-long camp and a camp for the children in 
the McCabe neighborhood. We partnered with 
the Krislund camp in Pennsylvania for the Faith 
Camp, which was a particularly satisfying 
experience. 

- After watching Ken Burns’ documentary 
on the Viet Nam War, Bill Millen organized a 
discussion of the film with friends from St. 
Matthews Church. 

- In September, we marked the 
anniversary of Marcus Edwards’ murder on 
Loch Raven Boulevard. We joined with 
members of St. Matthews in a prayer service 
for this as yet unsolved murder of a young 
Morgan student. 

- We were able to present five concerts in 
our developing concert series! We brought 
Moises Santiesteban Pupo from Cuba to 
perform an organ concert. We raised money for 
disaster relief in the Caribbean and Mexico with 
dancers from Mexico and Hispanic musicians. 
We celebrated Black History month with 
Mosaic’s Black voices. We had a lovely flute and 
saxophone concert thanks to North Star. 
Perhaps, the most gratifying concert was the 
one that re-dedicated our newly renovated 
chapel which featured very talented people 
from Faith. The music we provided this year 
was Balm in Gilead! 

- I will return to Cuba in January for a 
pastor to pastor retreat sponsored by our 
Presbytery in concert with the Central Florida 
Presbytery. Our presence in Cuba 
demonstrates our faithfulness to the Church in 
places that have it much harder than we do. 

- Week in and week out, we worshipped 
together, sang and prayed and listened for the 
Word, we sat beside the beds of those who 
suffered, we gathered bags of food for hungry 
people, we celebrated and mourned, we raised 
our voices in protest and we marched, we 
pitched in at Harford House and provided safe 
summer choices for vulnerable children, we 
spoke up about racism and we tried our best to 
be the body of Christ in a weary world.  

Clerk’s Report 
Mike Billings, Clerk of the Session 
 
The Session is responsible for the mission and 
governance of Faith Presbyterian Church, and 
it is charged with a broad range of 
responsibilities. These duties include providing 
for worship and study, supporting outreach and 
mission, nurturing the spiritual growth of the 
congregation, monitoring the financial and 
organizational health of the church, and 
maintaining the physical plant. The Session, 
moderated by the Reverend Christa Fuller 
Burns, relies largely on committees comprised 
of sitting elders and members of the 
congregation. These committees are a 
wellspring of creativity, energy and talent. 
Session discusses concerns and 
recommendations and takes action as 
appropriate, but much of the life of the church 
emerges from the creativity and hard work of 
the committees. 
 
Session: In accordance with the revised by-
laws of Faith Presbyterian Church, approved by 
the congregation at its meeting held on 
Sunday, September 16, 2012, Session is 
comprised of twelve (12) ruling elders. Ruling 
elders are divided into three equal classes, with 
one class being elected each year by the 
congregation in June. 

Session 
Mike Billings, Clerk 

2018 2019 2020 
Ellsworth 
Jackson 

Kay Ballard Mike Billings 

Pat Nesbitt Andy Fuller Scott Bissett 
Judy Sperling Neil Nemser Bobby Hall 
Krista Wallace Randy 

Woodfield 
Carl Herber 
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Moderator of Session: Christa Fuller Burns 
 
Parish Associates: The Reverend Doris 
Cowan and the Reverend William R. Millen 
are members of the Presbytery of Baltimore, 
retired from active ministry. By agreement 
among them, Faith’s Session, and the 
presbytery, Doris and Bill serve without 
remuneration as parish associates for Faith. 
Responsible to the pastor, they serve on an “as 
needed, as available” basis. They may provide 
pastoral care to members when the pastor is 
absent, fill the pulpit on occasion, and generally 
provide support to the pastor and the 
congregation. They are not members of the 
Session, but may moderate a meeting at the 
request of the pastor. 
 

 
Session Meetings: 8 Regular; 2 Special & 1 
electronic vote 
 
Congregational Meetings: Annual January 22; 
Elect Elder May 21 
Communion was observed 16 times; the first 
Sunday of each month, on Maundy Thursday, 
Easter, and 2 at the Christmas Eve services. 
 
Nominating Committee, 2017-2018 

Kay Ballard 
Michael Billings 
John Colmers 
Phyllis Compton 
Robert Gardner 
 

Officers of the Corporation, 2016 
Ron Sperling, President 
Marilyn Valentine, Secretary 
Jay Chalfant, Treasurer 

Neil Nemser, Trust Officer 
 
Current Membership: 148 
 
New Members: 

Lauren Hill 
Curtis Moore 
Mozella Williams 

All joined by Reaffirmation of Faith 
 
The Session recognizes and pays tribute to the 
memory of those members and friends who 
died in 2017.  
 Died Joined  

"Luckye" Austin 7/23/2017 1/5/2005 
Audrey Mae Cousart 2/12/2017 6/12/2011 
Marjorie DeLoache 5/19/2017 11/21/2011 
Russell Emmons 7/22/2017 5/17/2009 
Maragret Leary 6/6/2017 12/2/1970 
Mildred Miller 12/23/2017 11/2/1959 
Anthony Tampieri 3/15/2017 
 
Memorial Funds Received: $1450 
 
Infant Baptism: 1 
 
Ordained Elders Not Serving on Session in 2016 
 

Milton Aldana Catherine Billings 
Jacqueline Billings Carol Boardman 
David Brown Paula Burger 
Bryant Burns Judy Colaianni 
Debra Colmers John Colmers 
Phyllis Compton Adelaide Cooke 
Bill Curtis Mary Ellen Curtis 
Susan Dockman Stephen Harouff 
Susan Johnston Margaret Leary 
Jeffrey Lumianski Scott McGill 
Edward Meade David Meyers 
Karen Meyers Mildred Miller 
Susan Minor Robin Nemser 
John Nesbitt Christopher Pope 
JoAnn Robey Ann Scheck 
Michael Shirey Vivian Slacum 
Ronald Sperling Harry Sutton 
Maimah Stewart Leon Stirling 
Janet St. Pierre Kathleen Thompson 
Patricia Thomson Audrey Trapp 
Marilyn Valentine Natalie Wallace 
Janice Williams Theodore Wallace 
Sarah Ward Sharon Will 
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If you are an inactive elder in the congregation 
and not listed, whether ordained at Faith Church 
or elsewhere, please notify the Clerk of Session. 

Music Ministry 
Samuel Springer, Minister of Music & 

Organist 
 
 
The Bell, Steel 
Drums and Adult 
Choirs minister to 
the congregation 
through their 
participation in 
services as well as 
on other special 
liturgical occasions. 
Thanks to the 

support from the minister, staff, choir, and 
congregants, the music program continues to 
thrive.  
 
Faith continues to be a venue for musicians to 
perform. The year started with a contemporary 
and traditional gospel concert, in February, by 
Mosaic Sounds. Its leader, Danton Whitley, is 
a student at Morgan State University. In 
March; we hosted a Cuban organist Moises 
Santiesteban Pupo. He performed a fabulous 
organ concert in the sanctuary, which was 
attended by an audience of Baltimore 
musicians, students, and church members. 

 
In April, tenor Kendrick Lee sang in the 
sanctuary and in May the North Star Duo – 
flutist Adrienne Baker and Saxophonist 
Seychelle D Corbin, performed a passionate 
concert of works for winds. The music was 

accessible to musicians and audiences alike. 
The concert featured transcriptions and 
commissions celebrating America’s diverse 
musical legacy. The saxophonist is a graduate 
student at Morgan and is now pursuing her 
doctorate in Boston.  
 
One of the most important concerts was in 
October. It was a benefit concert in aid of 
victims of Hurricane Irma in Puerto Rico, the 
Caribbean islands and the earthquake in 
Mexico. Over $1300 was raised for the cause. 
A Mexican dance group, Steel Drums, and a 
Latin solo songwriter performed. Putting the 
concert together was a team effort, but Ileana 
Martinez-Castillo and Mike Shirey especially 
need to be singled out for their contributions to 
making sure the concert was a success. 
November brought the dedication of the 
Chapel. Faith member Randy Woodfield very 
kindly donated his Mason and Hamlin piano for 

use in the Chapel. For the dedication Randy 
Woodfield, baritone, Kendrick Lee, tenor, 
and Shekinah Ravizee, soprano, added their 
voices to this wonderful occasion. 
 
The Bell Choir continues to play an integral part 
of the service. In December, they played a 
larger piece of music as part of the service. The 
Christmas prelude also consisted of members 
of the congregation sharing their considerable 
gifts. The Steel Drums performed once in the 
fall. We hope to keep this going in the coming 
year 
 
The choir has been singing a wide range of 
repertoire. It is not only a group of singers; it 
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is also an ensemble of very fine people working 
together for a common goal. We have added 
new members to the choir and are always 
looking for more. We rehearse on Thursdays at 
7:30 - 9:00 p.m. and the Bell Choir rehearses 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. The Steel Drums rehearse bi-
weekly after the Sunday service. Come try us 
out with no strings attached.  
 
Thank you for a wonderful year to minister to 
you. It has been an enriching and humbling 
experience. I hope I will continue to enhance 
your worship life. If you have any questions or 
comments, my door is always open. 
 
Deacons 
Dawn Shirey, Moderator 
Anna Burns, Secretary 
 
“The ministry of deacon as set forth in 
Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and 
service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus 
Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the 
lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those 
burdened by unjust policies or structures, or 
anyone in distress.  Persons of spiritual 
character, honest repute, exemplary lives, 
brotherly and sisterly love, sincere 
compassion, and sound judgment should be 
chosen for this ministry.”  Book of Order, The 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) Part II 2013/2015. Louisville KY: The 
Office of the General Assembly. 

 
 
The Board of Deacons is an extraordinary 
group of people who take their role and 
responsibility as ministers of compassion, 

witness, and service very seriously, and work 
hard to move Faith Church forward with vision 
according to the description of what it means 
to serve as a deacon. 
Throughout the year, the board has made 
extensive and impressive contributions to the 
life of Faith Church.   
 
The board prayed collectively and individually 
for members on the “Care List,” and stayed in 
touch with them through notes, cards, calls, 
and, when possible, home visits. The Deacons 
sent monthly cards to the members of the 
“Care List” to ensure that these members know 
that we love them and are thinking about them.   
 
In addition, Sharon Will continued to 
coordinate an individual “prayer chain,” where 
people whose names are placed in our Joys and 
Concerns book, or are announced on Sunday 
mornings as being in need of prayer, are also 
prayed for during the week. 
 
The deacons coordinated three special 
offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing, 
Pentecost, and Peacemaking.   

 
The Board of Deacons voted to donate the 
money retained at the church from the 
Peacemaking Offering to Youth Mission and the 
Pentecost Offerings Immigration Outreach 
Center.  
 
As a board, we continued to support our 
traditional outreach mission projects and 
organizations, and reviewed and considered 
how our resources may best serve those in 
need. The following is an inclusive list of 
mission projects and activities in which the 
deacons have participated: 
 

• Bread for the World: 
Provided financial support. 

 
• GEDCO: 
1. Provided financial support. 

CLASS 
OF 2017 

CLASS 
OF 2018 

CLASS 
OF 2019 

CLASS 
OF 2020 

Natalie 
Wallace 

Anna 
Burns 

Kenneth 
Archie 

Susan 
Minor 

Susan 
Minor 

Gail 
Poorbaugh 

Mary 
Hodgson 

Chandra 
Jackson 

Diane 
Hairston 

Dawn 
Shirey 

Karen 
Burd 

 

  
 

Robin 
Nemser 
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2. Ten Faith church members attended the 
GEDCO 25th Anniversary Celebration on 
January 19, 2017 at B’More Kitchen 

3. Seven Deacons attended the  annual 
Thanksgiving Tribute on November 16, 
2017 at B’More Kitchen.  Faith Church 
Deacons were presented with the Spirit 
of Caring Award at the event.  This 
award was in recognition of all the 
support Faith Church gives to Harford 
House throughout the year. 

4. Ten Faith church members provided 
holiday gifts for the residents of the 
various GEDCO programs. 

 
• C.A.R.E.S. Pantry: 
1. Provided financial support. 
2. Made and delivered 98 boxes of 

Valentine’s Day cookies to spread a little 
of Christ’s love to the Food Pantry 
recipients. 

3. Donated 200 bags of groceries, meeting 
our goal for 2018!  
 

• Habitat for Humanity:  
Faith has continued to financially support 
this organization, and supply volunteers, 
both adults and youth, to work at the 
McCabe Woodbourne community project 
work site. The deacons voted to continue to 
give our yearly donation to the Joint Project 
which will involve building a group of houses 
in the immediate area.  The Deacons also 
voted to designate funds to support a 

portion of the salary for a community 
worker to assist the McCabe community.  
• McCabe Summer Camp: 
Last summer six Presbyterian churches in 
the Uptown Metro Ministry group, including 
Faith Church, came together to sponsor, 
plan for, and lead a 3 week- long day camp 
for the children of the Woodbourne-McCabe 
neighborhood. Two churches joined 
together to lead camp each week. Between 
20 and 30 children participated each day 
during our time there. 
 
Camp was held in the Alhambra Park, a 
pocket-park in the middle of the 
neighborhood. With outstanding help from 
the community organizer from Strong City 
Baltimore, the children enjoyed lunch and 
snacks, singing, art, prayer, sports, science 
“lessons,” and many other activities, all 
provided by volunteers from the 
neighborhood and members of the involved 
churches. 
 
Plans for this summer’s camp are well 
underway. Please consider volunteering for 
camp, either for a day or longer. Get to 
know the children of the neighborhood—our 
neighborhood! 

 
• Harford House/Micah House: 
1. Provided financial support. 
2. Thanksgiving Dinner. On Monday, 

November 20, 2017, Faith Church, along 
with several other churches in our 
community, celebrated Thanksgiving 
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Dinner early with the residents of 
Harford and Micah House. Faith Church 
provided several baked turkeys and 
hams warm from the oven, and all the 
trimmings of a traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner. Our church was represented by 
a delegation of approximately 20 
members for this annual Thanksgiving 
event. Over 100 people broke bread 
together at this meal. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to serve God by serving 
others!  

3. Lasagna Bingo Night. On Friday, March 
17, 2017, the large recreation room at 
Harford House hosted our annual 
Lasagna BINGO night!  Several fun 
rounds of Bingo occurred both before 
and after a delicious lasagna dinner. The 
men and women from Harford House 
and Micah House won special gift bags 
filled with personal hygiene items, such 
as toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, 
etc.  

4. Summer BBQ and Game Night. On 
Friday, July 21, 2017 Faith church 
hosted a BBQ picnic and game night at 
Harford House. Several church members 
joined the men of Harford House to 
break bread together and to have some 
fun playing Scrabble, Trouble, Farkle, 
and other exciting games. 

5. Holiday Gift Bags—Long time Deacon 
alumni Pat Thomson assisted the 
Deacons with creating a holiday gift bag 
of personal items for each of the  26 men 
at Harford House. 
 

• Hands of Faith Table at the Advent 
Festival: 

The “Hands of Faith” table was beautifully 
decorated with the many handmade and 
homemade things that were so generously 
donated to this traditional part of our 
Advent celebration! The hustle and bustle 
around this table was in keeping with 
Christmas shopping and the joy of the 

holiday! The deacons were happy to 
announce that $1,941 was raised toward 
mission projects. Thank you to everyone 
who helped or contributed in any way. 

 

 
• Thanksgiving Baskets: 
Seven families in need were the recipients 
of a lovely Thanksgiving bag (several 
reusable grocery bags per family) . . . each 
filled with a turkey and all the trimmings, 
including pumpkin pie and apple cider.  

 
• Cuba Partnership: 
The Deacons elected to send the budgeted 
$1,200 to Cuba with Reverend Christa 
Burns in January. The money is to be 
distributed equally to the Iguara Church and 
the Meneses Church for their mission 
projects which include a laundry facility for 
community members, meals for elderly 
congregation members, and supplies for the 
church school programs. 

 
 

• Immigration Outreach Service 
Center: 

The deacons purchased 5 tickets for the 
Savor the World Event on March 18, 2017 
that benefits the IOSC which is located at 
St. Matthew’s Catholic Church.  Five Faith 
Church members attended this wonderful 
event on behalf of the deacons. 
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• Faith’s Block Party: 
The deacons provided financial support for 
the 4th Faith Block Party. Over 65 
volunteers, including Faith’s entire youth 
group, came together to make the day a 
success. The volunteers were joined by 5 
community members and 17 members from 
Northwood Appold United Methodist 
Church. The turnout was overwhelming, 
with approximately 500 community 
members (293 children and 204 adults) 
attending, who enjoyed wonderful 
activities, such as face painting, moon 
bounce, haircuts, spin art, nail painting, 
dinner, and snow cones.  Wow! It was all so 
- o - o so good and a lot of fun. 

 
• DEAR Fund: 
The Deacon Emergency Assistance 
Resource (DEAR) Fund has continued to be 
a much needed resource for Faith Church 
members who have a financial emergency 
need. This year, the DEAR fund provided 
assistance for four emergency situations.  

 
Adult Forum Committee 
Diane Hairston, chair 
Members: Jay Chalfant, Yvonne Davis, Pat 
Thomson, Rev. Bill Millen 
 
On January 8, 15, 22, and 29, Dr. Arthur 
Sutherland, Associate Professor of Theology 
at Loyola University, selected for our classes 
material from Dr. Howard Washington 
Thurman's “Essential Writings". 
 
In February, our classes were on Black History 
led by: Colin Murdock, David Murdock, 
Mitchel Beane, Meleak Hess, and Rashaun 
Millen on the fifth. Dr. Yvonne Commodore- 
Mensah on the twelfth. On the 19th Rev. 
Karen V. Brown and on the 26 Dr. Floyd W. 
Hayes III. 
 
March-The Lenten Series: Led by Rev. Christa 
Burns and Rev. Bill Millen. 
 
April 2- Music in Times of Stress-Samuel 
Springer. Earth Day- Mystery of the Monarch 
Butterfly led by Susan Minor on the twenty-

third. The 30th Cuban guest organist Moises 
Santiesteban Pupo led the class. No class on 
Palm Sunday or Easter. 
 

May was led by Bobby Hall on Harassment. 
Deb & John Colmers on their Jewish roots, 
and Audrey Trapp and Chandra Jackson 
discussed their Cuba trip. 
 
June 4: planning for the 2017-2018 classes. 
 
September, No class on 3 & 10. Rev. Burns 
led a Bible Study on favorite and least favorite 
Bible verses. 
 
October classes addressed the issue of How We 
Cope? led by Leanora Eubanks-Yoga, 
Deb. Colmers-Pastoral Care, Susan 
Johnston- Poetry and Zeke Cohen- Activism, 
 
November addressed The Effects  of Science: 
led by Rev. Derek Miller and Erin Donovan 
on transgender/ gender issues, Patricia Jones 
on Immigration, Molly Syme on the global 
climate system, and Siba Grovogui and Lori 
Leonard on the history of Africa. 
 
December Randal Woodfield led three 
classes on the Magnificat. 
 
Children’s Christian Education 
Robin Nemser, chair 
 
The Children’s Sunday School Program has 
been blessed with many talented and dedicated 
teachers, and we thank them all for their 
creativity and love of our children. Rosemary 
Miller continues as our nursery attendant as a 
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paid employee of Faith. She is tireless and 
never misses a Sunday.  
 
We continue to utilize the Whole People of God 
Curriculum for all of the classes from preschool 
through middle school. We currently have 1 
child who is on the nursery rolls. Our preschool 
class (pre-kindergarten through 1st) consists of 
7 children. Our elementary class (2nd – 4th) has 
8 children, and our middle school (5th – 8th) 
class has 7 youth members. Our high school 
class, which actually includes some post-high 
school students, has 6-8 members.  

 
The children regularly participate in worship on 
the first Sunday of each month when we share 
the sacrament of Holy Communion. On other 
Sundays, following the “A Moment with Faith 
Kids” in worship, the children from preschool 
through 8th grade attend a short children’s 
choir practice, then go to their assigned 
classrooms until worship has concluded. The 
class is opened with a mindfulness activity led 
by the teachers. 
 
The major event of the year for this committee 
was the first annual Krislund Traveling Day 
Camp. Faith Presbyterian Church partnered 
with Krislund Camp, a Presbyterian church 
camp in Central Pennsylvania, in July 2017. 
Four Krislund counselors traveled to Baltimore 
for the week and led a fun, spirit- filled week of 
Bible study, song, games and activities with a 
group of about 20 children from the church and 
the surrounding neighborhood. The camp 
was successful largely due to very generous 

congregation members who made donations 
towards camp scholarships and provided 
dinner each evening for the counselors. We are 
so blessed to have such a giving family. Plans 
have been made for the Krislund TDC to return 
July 23-27, 2018.  

 
We held our first Family Movie Night on Oct. 27 
when we had 20-30 Faith parents and children 
dress up in Halloween costumes, play games, 
eat pizza and watch Halloween cartoons. We 
plan to have several similar events throughout 
2018 to provide our young families with an 
opportunity for fellowship. Volunteers are 
always needed to organize these events!  
 
Thank you to all Sunday School teachers, Adult 
Nurture organizers, and committee members 
who have help to make these programs so 
successful this year.  
 
Worship and Arts 
Judy Sperling, chair 
Members:  Phyllis Compton, Robert Gardner, 
Sandra McWhirter, Robin Nemser, Pat Nesbitt,  
Dawn Shirey, Mike Shirey, Marilyn Valentine, 
Randy Woodfield, Charleen Witherspoon 
 
Jointly, the Session and the Board of Deacons 
meet to develop a calendar and an agenda for 
the upcoming year which merges Worship, 
Mission, Education and Special Events.  This 
document is our roadmap as we meet regularly 
with Pastor Christa Fuller Burns and 
Minister of Music, Samuel Springer, to plan 
worship that is compliant with the Book of 
Order and relevant to the members of the 
congregation with an eye to creativity and 
innovation. One of our goals is to provide 
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opportunities for all adults, children and youth 
to take an active role in worship. Examples of 
our efforts include Lay Liturgists, an all-
volunteer Adult Choir, Bell Choir and Steel 
Drum Choir. In addition to our organized 
choirs, church members have provided a wide 
range of special music during worship. Our 
committee is responsible for the “behind the 
scenes” efforts that enhance our sanctuary and 
identify the seasons of worship. Examples are 
creation of banners, and placement of candles, 
flowers, Chancel enhancements, and 
Communion Table arrangements. Our 
combined effort contributes to what makes us 
a unique Family of Faith. We welcome new 
members and members at large for special 
projects. Come and join us! 
 
A LOOK BACK AT THE YEAR OF 2017 
 
As has been our custom in the past several 
years, a simple supper of homemade soup and 
bread followed by worship that included 
distribution of ashes was held in the Woodmont 
Room in observance of Ash Wednesday.  
Faith hosted the first of a series of Midweek 
Prayer Services planned and hosted and 
attended by community churches. 
 
During the Annual Women of the Church 
Service volunteers of all ages assumed 
responsibility for all aspects of the service 
including and all female choir. Although seeing 
women in these roles is not an uncommon sight 
at Faith, it is a wonderful opportunity to show 
gratitude that Faith is a place where leadership 
roles are open to all members of the Faith 
Family. 
 
On Palm Sunday the congregation gathered in 
the Fellowship Hall to enjoy a breakfast buffet, 
followed by our Annual Palm Procession 
around the block and into the sanctuary led by 
the choir and bell ringers followed by a parade 
of members waving palms and greeting 
neighbors and travelers along the way. The 
children sang during the service and when the 
children were gathered on the steps during 
Moment with Faith Kids they opened the box 
filled at the beginning of Lent to find that all the 
little pieces of paper had transformed into a 

long banner displaying one long ALLELUIA 
which they happily displayed for the 
congregation to see. On Holy Thursday we 
observed Jesus’ last meal with his disciples 
during a candlelit, serene and contemplative 
Service of Tenebrae. The story of the events of 
that took us to the cross were remembered in 
the reading of seven passages. Following each 
passage one candle was extinguished and the 
congregation remained seated to sing a single 
stanza of Were You There. Silence was 
observed as people left the Sanctuary. Easter 
was truly a festive service! A garden of spring 
flowers enhanced the Chancel. The windows 
and the banners beautifully represented an 
image of the journey to the resurrection. The 
Chancel Choir was joined by brass and timpani 
throughout the service. One anthem featured 
the Chancel Choir, Brass, the Children’s Choir 
and Bells. Following the service the children 
were delighted to join the Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

Youth Sunday was held on Mother’s Day. In 
preparation, the older youth previewed the 
scripture, wrote prayers and messages that 
were presented to the congregation. The text 
was narrated by the Middle Schoolers and 
artistic posters representing the book’s 
illustrations were shown to the congregation by 
younger children. In addition, the young people 
served as ushers and the Children’s Choir sang 
following the offering. At the end of the service, 
the participants presented pink and white 
carnations to the women of the church in 
remembrance of Mother’s Day. 
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Pentecost Sunday was far from ordinary. The 
newly reorganized Steel Drum Band made its 
debut and the Bells opened worship. In a 
hushed sanctuary a large white canvas 
commanded a large space near the Lectern.  
Silently, Susan Johnston sat on the steps 
with her back to the congregation. One by one, 
four readers read a scripture and presented a 
short meditation. Each time as they spoke 
Susan came to the canvas and began to silently 
paint. . . with each reading it became more 
evident that the image on the canvas was a 
visual interpretation of the scripture. It was an 
opportunity to experience the scripture in a 
new dimension. 

During the summer, Church School and Adult 
Forum did not meet and worship was moved to 
an earlier time. In September, worship time 
returned to 10:45 and we ushered in fall with 
a grand Homecoming Sunday. Worship, 
featuring Mike Shirey and the Ararat 
Mountain Boys was held on the south lawn 
followed by an old-fashioned Church Picnic on 
the lawn. 
 
In October we lit candles to remember loved 
ones who we lost during the past year in a 
beautiful Remembrance Service and 
dedicated our newly renovated Chapel. 
 
Worshipers welcomed special music and a 
fantastic Pageant presented by our children 
and youth during Advent. Attendance at the 
Christmas Eve Morning Prayer Service 
filled the Chapel to overflowing and the 

Christmas Eve Candlelight service 
welcomed a full-house membership, extended 
families, returning young adults and visitors. 
 
WHAT A GREAT YEAR! 
 
Church Growth 
Paula Burger, chair 
Members: Kay Ballard, Adelaide Cooke, Andy 
Fuller, Ellsworth Jackson, Krista Wallace, 
Charlene Witherspoon, and Christa Burns (ex 
officio). 
 
The Committee on Church Growth continued its 
dual focus on initiatives to growth the 
membership in our congregation and programs 
to strengthen the sense of community within 
the church so that Faith grows stronger as a 
family. One idea we pursued was that of 
holding a community worship service that 
might involve local political leaders. Ideas were 
developed, but no successful contacts were 
made to secure the caliber of speaker who 
would serve to attract the level of interest we 
hoped. We intend to move this idea to a front 
burner during the coming months. We also plan 
to invite local political leaders to our annual 
block party. 
 
At the suggestion of Kay Ballard, the 
Committee endorsed the idea of “business 
cards” for church members and these were 
produced and distributed. The idea is for 
members to be able to distribute them to 
people whom they encounter so that they have 
both the member’s name but also the contact 
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information for the church, including the web 
address. 
 
The idea of a Women’s Outing Group was 
discussed several times as a way of providing 
educational and fun outings for people who 
have the flexibility to spend a morning or 
afternoon exploring some of the area’s cultural 
resources. Initial interest was assessed 
through phone conversations with a number of 
people thought to be good candidates for 
participation. This feedback was positive. The 
main need is for someone to assume 
responsibility for convening a group of 
interested persons. 
 
For some time, we have been advocating re-
hanging our very large church banner above 
the front entrance. We explored several 
approaches and reluctantly concluded that it is 
not feasible given the materials used in 
construction of the front pillars. We would 
welcome any fresh ideas and would be glad to 
learn of anyone who has access to a cherry 
picker.  
 
With the help of Bryant Burns, the Committee 
sponsored a congregation photograph 
following a worship service in November. We 
had a significant turnout that Sunday, and the 
resulting photograph captured the smiling and 
diverse faces of our congregation. We have 
posted the photograph on our church website 
and are also in the process of getting a poster-
sized print made that might then be displayed 
in the narthex or other appropriate site. We 
have begun to explore the creation of a photo 
directory since the last such endeavor was 
done a number of years ago. Our Parish 
Administrator has made inquiries about the 
experience of other churches with commercial 
vendors, and the Committee will be debating 
this approach versus another do-it-yourself 
effort.  
 
Again under the leadership of Robin Nemser, 
Dinners for Eight (or six or ten) were held in 
May. This continues to be a wonderful source 
of good fellowship as well as food, and we plan 
to encourage another set of gatherings this 

spring. Four individual dinners were hosted, 
with about 35 folks participating.  

 
Among the various projects sponsored or 
spurred by the Committee, the most significant 
accomplishment of the year was the creation of 
a new church website. Working through an Ad 
Hoc Committee on Faith Website and Social 
Media Presence, we identified a company that 
helped us produce a new site that is much more 
attractive and engaging. We decided to use 
Wordpress software that allows us more 
freedom to add photographs and text to the 
basic structure as well as to keep the site 
timely with regular postings. Those who helped 
explore and evaluate the options include Mike 
Billings, Paula Burger, Doug Lent, Andy 
Fuller, and Neil Nemser, with special thanks 
to Christa Burns for her contributions, and to 
Diane Borgatti for her work in learning the 
software and helping to develop the site, as 
well as her ongoing efforts to keep it current.  
 
Finally, best for last, the Committee was 
pleased to organize orientation brunches and 
then present to Session three wonderful 
individuals who were received into membership 
in our congregation: Lauren Hill, Curtis 
Moore, and Mozella Williams. 
 
Plant and Property Committee 
Pat Nesbitt and Mike Shirey, co-chairs 
 
Members: Dave Brown, Scott McGill, Jack 
Nesbitt, JoAnn Robey, Ron Sperling, and Janet 
Thomson 
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The responsibility of the Plant and Property 
committee is the maintenance of the grounds 
and buildings on our property which includes 
the Presbytery Offices and the Daycare facility. 
The “Thursday crew” made up of Ron & Judy 
Sperling, Dave Brown, Marilyn Valentine, 
Charles Richardson, Paula Burger, and Pat 
Nesbitt keep up with weekly outside trash 
pickup, lawn and garden care, sidewalk snow 
removal and inside maintenance and repairs. 

 

Major repairs and expenses this past year 
include: 
-the gutting and refurbishment of the chapel 
which included replacing the floor, repairs to 
the walls and molding, painting, buying and 
assembling new chairs, and blinds. 

-concrete repairs to the sidewalk outside the 
kitchen due to the replacement of a sewer line 
the previous year 

-replacement of uneven sidewalk and steps 

-installation of a fence and cement pad for 
trash can storage 

- the removal of bushes and roots around the 
property 

-we paid to have a big pile of debris that was 
dumped on the north lot by someone, removed 

 
It is important to note that many of our repairs 
and refurbishment work were done by Ron 
Sperling and Dave Brown in particular. 
 
We owe Ron Sperling a huge debt of gratitude 
for his time, hard work and commitment to our 
church. 
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Finance Report 
Christopher Pope, chair 
Members: Scott Bissett, Bryant Burns, Christa Burns, Jay Chalfant, Neil Nemser, Ron Sperling 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church ended 2017 with an operating surplus of $17 thousand. A prior period 
accounting adjustment reduces the actual surplus to $13.6 thousand. This is the ninth consecutive 
year that we have posted a surplus. Strong General Giving and a meaningful Rental Income 
combined with ongoing expense control supported the good results.  
 
Our Total Income of $374.7 thousand was $0.7 thousand ahead of budget. General Giving of $261 
thousand was $3.8 thousand ahead of budget, and $3.8 thousand better than 2017. Our Operating 
Revenue was supported by strong rental income.  Investment income trailed budget slightly 
though the actual value of our investments increased almost $68 thousand. 
 

2015 2016 2017 Actual 2017 Budget
Income

Total 4000 · General Giving 249,042$         257,224         260,999        257,220            
Total 4100 · General Assembly Offerings
Total 4250 - Other Designated Gifts -$                  
Total 4300 · Designated - Social Missions -$                  
Total 4400 · Building Rental Income 100,677$         106,483         106,648        108,349            
Total 4500 · Investment Income 10,653$           3,274             7,049            7,396                

Total Income 360,372$         366,980          374,695         372,965             

Expense
Total 5000 · General Mission 7,150$              7,867             9,224            8,250                
Total 5100 · Denominational Expenses 5,107$              5,224             5,293            4,952                
Total 5200 - MMA Expense 410               
Total 5300 · Designated Social Missions 11,000$           10,812           12,697          13,879              
Total 5350 - Social Missions MMA 6,421            
Total 5400 · Christian Education 4,537$              3,630             3,433            4,200                
Total 5500 · Worship Expenses 2,926$              4,710             4,247            5,850                
Total 5600 · Congregation & Fellowship 1,820$              2,068             3,531            2,900                
Total 5700 · Personnel 204,012$         205,214         219,931        223,669            
Total 5800 · Administrative & Office 13,925$           11,603           13,341          12,875              
Total 5900 · Property & Plant 99,274$           85,826           79,212          94,582              
6000 · Other Miscellaneous Expenses -$                  -                 -                2                       

Total Expense 349,753$         336,952          357,740         371,159              
 

Expenses were well controlled throughout the year. Total expenses of $358 thousand finished 
$13.5 thousand lower than budget. Major contributors included $15.4 thousand in lower than 
budgeted property and plant expense, and $4 thousand lower HR costs resulting from a continued 
focus on expense control. Property & Plant expense came in well below both prior year and budget. 
This positive variance was partially due to the reclassification of prior year loan payments which 
created an interest credit of $3.9 thousand. However, even after adjusting for this, we 
outperformed. As you can see from the chart, Property & Plant expense can vary dramatically 
from one year to the next. We were fortunate again during 2017 to avoid drawing on our Memorial 
Major Maintenance Account with which holds a balance of $21 thousand to help us manage future 
unexpected major repairs. 
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As mentioned, 2017 represents our ninth consecutive year of posting an Operating Surplus. This 
track record of tremendous support from the members of our Congregation combined with 
responsible financial stewardship by Session has substantially improved the financial position of 
Faith Presbyterian Church. Continuing to manage to an operating surplus is critical to our ability 
to retire our existing long term debt on schedule and to continue to build reserves for inevitable 
unbudgeted repairs to our property. 
 
Our cash and investment position is up to $431 thousand at the end of the year, compared to 
$390  thousand one year ago. Our debt balance is now down to $104 thousand. We continue to 
make modest monthly prepayments on our loan. 
 

 
 
Our 2018 budget is created with input from each of the committee chairs. General Giving is 
forecast to be up 1.1% compared to 2017. Real Estate Income is budgeted to be flat to 2017 
actual. 
 
We are budgeting for total expenses to increase 2.2% over 2017. As has become our practice, 
we use a standard budget for repairs based on our average annual experience. This year we are 
including a 2% cost of living increase for our Pastor, Minister of Music, and Parish Administrator. 
The net impact is a budgeted expense figure $8 thousand higher than actually incurred in 2017. 
 
Our net result is an Operating Budget forecasting a net surplus of $9.2 thousand in 2018. 
 
As always, a detailed report on 2017 and the 2018 budget is available upon request. Our goal 
continues to be to provide timely, accurate, transparent information regarding our financial 
position. 
 
Finally, 2017 was a year of change in our accounting software. We migrated from Quickbooks to 
IconCMO. The version of Quickbooks we were using was no longer supported by the developer. 
IcomCMO provides the ability to generate reports which will be useful beginning in 2018 in 
helping each committee as well as Session understand clearly the financial performance of the 
Church. While no transition of systems is seamless, I am confident that we close the year with a 
clear understanding of our 2017 performance and 2018 outlook.  
 
 
  

Dec-15 Dec-16 Dec-17
Cash & Equivilant 125,318$        132,763$      82,931$       
Investments 236,871$        257,685$      348,210$     

362,188$        390,448$      431,141$     

Dec-15 Dec-16 Dec-17
Total Liquid Assets 362,188$        390,448$      431,141$     
Designated/Escrow ed Funds 89,955$          95,713$        73,926$       
Loan Balance 142,177$        123,252$      103,579$     
Liquidity to Obligations 156.0% 178.3% 242.9%
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Pastor Change of Call 
To be voted on by the Congregation 

 
Pastor’s Compensation 2017 

(2% Salary Increase) 
Salary  $49,091 
Housing $34,374 

 
Benefits not included in salary: 

Professional Development $2,000 
Minister Travel and Mileage $2,060 

One-Month Vacation & Two Weeks Study Leave 
Medical, Dental, Supplementary Life Insurance 

and Pension Benefits through the Board of Pensions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Presbyterian Church 
5400 Loch Raven Boulevard 
Baltimore, Maryland 21239 

www.faithpcbalt.org 
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