November 2018

The Voice of Faith
November 1, 2018
Dear Faith Family,
How happy and honored I am to be
chosen to be your interim pastor!
As you know, the Apostle Paul wrote a
letter like this to the church in the city
of Rome—a congregation he didn’t
know yet, and would not be serving
permanently, but whom he looked forward eagerly to meeting.
His Letter to the Romans is his letter of introduction, telling
them how excited he is about working with them and following
Jesus together, sojourning with one another for as long as the
Spirit has in mind.
Your commitment to multicultural community, your love of
worship and music, your heart for justice and service, your thirst
for learning, your celebration of God’s creation and all God’s
children, all beckoned; and the fact that you are a Covenant
Network and More Light church let me know that I would feel at
home.
Your Interim Pastor Search Committee has written to you as
well. They’ve told you a few things about me, but I want to add
this personal note to let you know that from the first phone call,
I began to hope that we’d be called together for this part of the
journey of Faith Church.
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Getting to know the members of the committee, plus a few
others now, has been a delight, the Presbytery of Baltimore has
smiled upon us and been gracious unto us, and now, I look
forward to getting to know all of you.
I’ve found a house in the Baltimore area, and look forward to
starting Advent with you on December 2. Please make sure to
come to church on that Sunday for the Lord’s Supper, followed
by the annual Faith Church Advent Festival in Fellowship Hall.

Faith Presbyterian Church
5400 Loch Raven Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21239
www.faithpcbalt.org
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Sundays at 10:45
All Saints Day
November 4
Mark 12:28-34
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Rev. David C. Harris preaching
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 11
Mark 12:38-44
Rev. Karen V. Brown preaching
November 18
Mark 13:1-8
Rev. Kate Foster Connors preaching
Stewardship Luncheon
Commitment Sunday
November 25
John 18:33-37
Rev. Pat Shannon Jones preaching

We are going to have so much fun together
as we follow the Spirit’s leading into the
future!
Blessings,
Mary
Rev. Mary Barrett Speers

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Robin Nemser, chair

Adult Nurture

Sundays at 9:30 in Woodmont Room
Disparities in Our City
In November, the Adult Forum will focus on
several aspects of disparities in Baltimore.
These issues are of substantial significance
to our city and the quality of life for each and
every resident, and it behooves us to
educate ourselves about them.
4th – The Racial Wealth Divide

A Rabbi, a Priest, and a Minister walk into a
bar. The bartender picks up his phone and
calls the cartoon editor of the New Yorker

These statistics on income inequality should
get your attention. The average White
household in Baltimore makes nearly two
times the income of the average Black
household. The unemployment rate of
workers of color in Baltimore is three times
the rate for White workers. And, over 1/3 of
households of color in Baltimore have zero
net worth! The Director of the Racial Wealth
Divide Initiative for the Corporation for
Economic Development is not able to be with

-3us for this particular week, but he has shared
a power point of his data that Paula Burger
will present for discussion.
11th – Human Development Disparities

According to a major report by the Regional
Economic Studies Institute at Towson
University, "Baltimore City is a perfect
microcosm of the disparate levels of human
development within the United States." In
traveling among neighborhoods, “the visible
transition from affluence to poverty,
opportunity to hardship, and health to
suffering is palpable.” Come to learn about
and consider the implications of the various
dimensions of this array of deep human
inequalities in our city.
18th – The Justice System
Uncuffed Ministries
John Ruznak, Director

While the population in Baltimore City is 62%
Black, 9 out of 10 inmates are Black. Helping
youth who are in detention facilities work
towards change in their live to avoid
reengagement with the criminal justices
system is the focus of UnCuffed Ministries.

25th – Organizing Against Food Insecurity
Black Church Food Security Network
Amelia Cox, core member

Many residents of the inner city in Baltimore
lack access to the range of food options that
many of the rest of us take entirely for
granted. Think for a moment about the fact
that 34% of all people of African descent in
Baltimore are food insecure. In all of
Baltimore City, there are merely 46
supermarkets and only 15 of them are full
service. On this Sunday after Thanksgiving,
when most of us will be recovering from a
holiday replete with various food excesses, it
is important to hear about efforts being
made to address the needs of those who
suffer the effects of Food Apartheid in our
city.
Come to Adult Forum in November and learn
about these significant issues affecting so
many people in our city. And then, let's
decide what we might do to make a
difference. We need to be enlightened about
the situation if we ourselves are to be
beacons of light in improving it!

-4Successful Halloween Party
The
Christian
Education
Committee
sponsored a spooky, ghoulish Halloween
Party following church on October 28th. We
had a total of nearly 30 people.

Thank you to the folks who generously
donated their time and financial support to
this event to make it a success.

The children enjoyed games including the the
“Bouncing Eyeball Relay”, the “Vampire
Pudding Eating Contest”, the “Cockroach
Toss” and the “Witch’s Fingers Marshmallow
Transfer”! After the games guests, young
and old, enjoyed a pizza lunch and then a
viewing of Hotel Transylvania!
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Randal Woodfield, chair
The Worship & Arts Committee had a brief,
but productive meeting on Sunday, October
21, following the regular morning worship
service. Attendees included Robin & Neil
Nemser,
Samuel
Springer,
Robert
Gardner, Charleen Witherspoon, Doris
Cowan, Phyllis Compton, and Marilyn
Valentine.
Plans are moving ahead for the annual
observance of All Saints Day on Sunday,
November 4. Rev. David C. Harris will once
again be our guest pastor and will preside
over the communion service. We will
continue our customs of lightning candles in
memory of loved ones and of having a special
remembrance of members of the Faith family
who have passed away.
The other big item on the agenda was a
discussion of the upcoming Advent season.
The fact that we will have our interim pastor
in place for this year’s celebrations is a very
pleasant surprise and a genuine blessing. We
will be working with her very soon to plan out
special services for the season. The highlight
of the season will be our Christmas Eve
service at 5:30 on December 24. The
Chancel Choir, for the first time in many
years, is preparing the Christmas cantata,
Jesus, by Mary McDonald. It will be
presented in the format of lessons and carols
with scripture passages and other readings
appropriate for the service.
The Advent Festival, always a great time of
food, fellowship, and a little bit of shopping
takes place on Sunday, December 2. We are
putting together a committee to organize the
details for the festival. If called upon, we
hope you will prayerfully consider this brief
commitment to our church.

World Communion Sunday
Sunday, October 7, brought our annual
observance of World Communion Sunday, a

day when millions of churches around the
globe observe Mass, Communion, Eucharist,
or the Lord’s Supper, depending upon the
traditions followed in each of those churches.

We enjoyed a “family” celebration with our
own Rev. Doris Cowan preaching and our
own Rev. Bill Millen presiding over the
communion service.

The communion table was beautifully
decorated by Marilyn Valentine, who used
grapes, stalks of wheat and preserved bread
provided by Judy Sperling. They were
displayed in a wonderful African basket and
African fabric table runner both provided by
Adelaide Cooke. The pulpit paramount was
hand-painted with stylized figures that
Marilyn brought back from Kenya.
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Welcoming Our Interim Pastor

occasion. We'll be arranging a proper
welcome soon after she arrives. You can
expect to see Mary in the pulpit starting
when Advent begins on December 2. We
trust that the Faith Family will have a
wonderful shepherd during our interim
period.
Welcome Rev. Mary Barrett Speers!

The Baltimore Presbytery's Committee on
Ministry completed the final step in
approving Faith's choice for an Interim
Pastor when it reviewed the credentials of
our candidate for recognition by the
Baltimore Presbytery. So, at long last, we
have been able to announce the appointment
of Rev. Mary Barrett Speers. You should have
received a letter with this news and more
information about Mary, which was sent the
old fashioned way with a stamp on it. If not,
let the church office know!
As the letter notes, Mary comes to us from
the Setauket Presbyterian Church in
Setauket, NY. Prior to leading this Long
Island church, she served churches in
Brooklyn,
Queens,
Manhattan,
and
Washington, DC. With lots of experience in
various facets of community and church life,
and a special interest in the arts, Mary is
looking forward to her own transition back to
an urban environment and to engagement
with Faith's transition as it searches for a
permanent pastor.
Following our Session's decision to extend a
contract to Rev. Speers, and while she was
awaiting her interview with the Committee
on Ministry, Mary visited Baltimore for house
hunting, and the Session took advantage of
that opportunity to meet with her for dinner.
Below are some photographs from that
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DEACONS

Faith Endures!

Harford House Thanksgiving

In this time of pastoral transition, our
Stewardship Committee is asking us to
reflect on the perseverance and strength of
Faith Church as well as the good work of the
congregation in the community. Christa was
fond of saying that while our congregation
was modest in size we punched above our
weight and had an out-sized impact
throughout Baltimore! We couldn't agree
more! Faith is a special, diverse and inclusive
church community filled with remarkable
individuals sharing common values of
equality, kindness, and decency.

Plans are underway for the annual
Thanksgiving dinner at Harford House, the
men’s residence on east North Avenue. Faith
Church will join with the men at Harford
House and the folks at Second Presbyterian
Church to provide a complete turkey dinner
with all the trimmings.

How do we ensure that Faith endures in the
years ahead? How do we improve upon our
remarkable community?

Advent Fest

Volunteers will be needed to prepare, serve,
clean up and eat with the men. Please watch
your bulletins for more details. Please
consider lending a hand to this annual
endeavor.

Sunday, December 2

As noted in Romans: "May the God who gives
endurance and encouragement give you the
same attitude of mind toward each other..."
(Romans 15:5)
As our church continues our transition from
Christa's leadership it is more important than
ever that our congregation remains united
together. This year the Stewardship
Committee will seek the ongoing support of
our members.
Beginning on Sunday, November 4th, Faith
members will reflect upon their experience in
the church community and share thoughts
on congregants who demonstrate the values
and culture of Faith Church. On Sunday,
November 18, plan to attend Stewardship
Luncheon following worship.
Please be on the lookout for more
information on the Stewardship campaign in
the weeks ahead.
Stewardship Committee
Scott Bissett, Carl Herber (chairs)
Paula Burger, Bill Millen, and
Neil Nemser

Please mark your calendars today and
reserve Sunday, December 2, 2018 for the
Faith Advent Festival.
Robin Nemser will be chairing the
committee and needs a hearty crew to assist.
We will be meeting briefly following church
on November 4 to plan the luncheon and
decorations.
Please contact Robin if you are able to help
with the planning, set-up, serving and or
clean-up. It’s not a big job if we have many
hands, and we’d love to have hands that
have never experienced this event before.
New minds will bring us great ideas!
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Karen Meyers, chair

Faith was well represented at the recent
BUILD Accountability Session with Mayor
Pugh on Wednesday, October 10. In June,
BUILD leaders presented the mayor with 4
requests for action:
1. Will you fully implement BUILD’s
recommendations for reform of the
police department?
2. Will you instruct city agencies
including the police department to
recognize parish ID’s issued to
immigrants by Catholic parishes as a
legitimate form of identification?
3. Will you require developers who
receive tax incentives from the city to
guarantee that 30% of their hires will
be local people and 20% of the
housing they construct will be
affordable?
4. Will you promote the full funding of
the recommendations of the Kirwan
Commission for reform of our schools?
Mayor Pugh agreed to all these requests at
the June meeting. At the recent follow-up
meeting, she reported some progress and
reiterated her continuing commitment to
them to the several hundred citizens from
BUILD member organizations assembled at
Zion Baptist Church. She reported that the
planned redevelopment of Perkins Homes
will follow the 30% local hiring requirement
and that, in addition to recognition of parish
ID’s, police will not aid immigration
authorities. She also promised that the new
police commissioner, whom she expects will
be hired in the next couple of weeks, will

meet with BUILD within days of taking the
job. Faith members who attended the
session
include
Paula Burger, Jay
Chalfant, Karen & David Meyers, Bill
Millen, Susan & Charles Minor, Curtis
Moore, and Mozilla Williams. There will be
more opportunities in the future to attend
these sessions. It is essential that members
show up to demonstrate to the mayor that
many voters are concerned about these
issues. The sessions are interesting and
energizing and facilitators keep to a strict
schedule. If you are interested in attending a
future session, please let Karen Meyers
know.
In addition, several of our members have
become certified to register voters, thanks to
the efforts of Paula Burger and Susan &
Charles Minor. Council members will be
available to drive anyone from the
congregation who needs a ride to the polls.
Please let the office know if you need a ride.
VOTE!
Follow the link below to find a Baltimore City
sample ballot with all the ballot questions.
You must choose a congressional and
legislative district but, even if you don't know
yours, the ballot questions will be the same
for all of them. Please focus particularly on 3
questions. Question 1, if approved, would
require that all the revenue the state
receives from gambling be devoted to public
education. Question 2 would allow qualified
persons to register to vote on voting day.
Question A is a bond issue which would allow
the city to borrow $10,000,000 to support
affordable housing.
https://boe.baltimorecity.gov/boe-sampleballots
Baltimore City Polling Locations
https://boe.baltimorecity.gov/boe-pollinglocations
Baltimore County Board of Elections
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agenci
es/elections/
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Happy November Birthday!

Congratulations!

Tina Bartlett
7th
12th Pharibe Pope
15th Jack Nesbitt
18th Stephan Davis
21st Reginald Wallace, Jr.
26th Mike Shirey
28th Betty Bunce
If you would like your birthday added or if it
is incorrect, please contact the church
office.

Please Keep in Your Prayers
Betty Bunce
Nan Pohl
Esmie & Leon Stirling
Nancy Stutzer
Betty Lou Tampieri
Please send your prayer requests to Sharon
Will 410-254-6788. Prayers are answered!
Reynolds Wilson & Bryant Burns were
married on October 13.

Church Growth & Men’s Group

November 11 at noon in Woodmont Room

Worship & Arts

November 18 at noon in Woodmont Room

Book Club

November 26th, 7:00 p.m. at the Nesbitts.

Elizabeth Burger & Matthew Gettier were
married on September 29. Pictured with the
couple is his five year old daughter, Presley.

For November -The Chilbury Ladies Choir: A
Novel by Jennifer Ryan unfolds the
struggles, affairs, deceptions, and triumphs
of a village choir during WW II. Everyone is
welcome, call the office or talk to Pat
Nesbitt for more information.
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Presbyterian Learning Day
You are invited to gather for the Presbytery of Baltimore's 881st Stated Meeting and Annual Presbyterian
Learning Day on Saturday, November 10, 2018 at Central Presbyterian Church, 7308 York Road, Towson MD 21204.
This year, Presbyterian Learning Day will focus on "Kindom: The Families in the Family of God."
The workshops offered are designed to strengthen your congregation’s ministry as we join together to address some
of the issues impacting our communities. Advanced, on-line registration for lunch and workshops is greatly
recommended. However, participants are also welcome to register for a workshop below and bring their own lunch or
dine at one of many area eateries. In addition, a limited number of lunches will be available for sale on site, firstcome/first-served.
A. SPIRITUALITY IN THE HOME— Kimberly Ashby Secrist
If our children and youth are to grow up into adulthood with
meaningful and lasting faith in God, their parents have a critical role in
the process. This workshop is geared both for parents and for leaders
in the education program in our churches. We will explore the impact
parents have on their children's spirituality, and examine resources and
opportunities to help churches and parents deepen their vision for
connecting families with God in everyday life.
B. ACTS4YOUTH—Kevin Good
God's power can transform our anger over societal issues into
compassionate ministry. Come hear how you can help your members
understand what's beneath their frustrations and take their
frustrations to God to have them be used in restorative ways in God's
Kingdom. Walking through this may strengthen and form new
ministries within your church. This session will be led by Kevin Good,
who founded the nonprofit para-ministry Acts4Youth ten years ago to
help Baltimore City youth become whole and thrive emotionally,
socially, and spiritually.
C. CUBA PARTNERSHIP—Marty Clayton
The Cuba Partnership Team is excited to update attendees on the
progress in forming partnerships with congregations in El Centro
Presbytery, Cuba. There are churches in El Centro who would love to
join with a congregation in Baltimore Presbytery! We have a power
point presentation and items to display. We will answer questions
about forming a partnership and will have documents available.
There will be some handmade items for sale to support cell phone
minutes for the Cuban pastors. Please support this effort - cash
only. The items range in price from $1 to $15.

E. DISMANTLING RACISM: A NATIVE AMERICAN PERSPECTIVE—
Chrystie Adams
A panel of Native Americans and other church leaders will discuss their
experiences around racism and field questions from participants. The
Native American tradition of the talking stick will be employed for the
discussion as an example of helpful conversational tool.
F. THE CHURCH AND THE OPIOID CRISIS—Lynda Burton
A panel of professionals from a variety of fields will discuss issues
around the opioid crisis and offer practical suggestions for ways
churches can be prepared to prevent abuse and support families that
are impacted by addiction.
G. BEGINNING THE CONVERSATION—Brandon Brewer
Pastor and hospice chaplain, Brandon Brewer, will discuss the difficult
conversations and decisions surrounding end of life issues. More and
more people in our congregations are caring for aging family members.
This workshop will explore ways the church can support these
caregivers and offer resources that can help them.
H. GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP
The Presbytery of Baltimore has a thriving partnership with CEDEPCA, a
Christian ministry in Guatemala that offers training and resources to
empower women in their communities as they also invite them into a
deeper experience of God. This workshop will present some of the
activities of CEDEPCA and what members of the presbytery have
learned through this partnership.
I. THE CENTER: HANDS AND FEET INITIATIVE— Kate Foster
Connors/McKenna Lewellen
The Center is an ongoing ministry in the Presbytery of Baltimore that
has also been enlisted for the next two years to spearhead the Hands
and Feet Initiative in the presbytery. This is an initiative sparked by J.
Herbert Nelson, to engage church members from around the country in
service and learning leading up to GA 2020 in Baltimore. This workshop
will present ways you can get involved.

D. BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY: READING AS A TRANSFORMING,
MISSIONAL PRACTICE—Byron Borger, owner of Hearts and Minds
Bookstore
Come join our conference bookseller for a lively reminder of how
reading can be a decisive spiritual discipline and why books are vital for
holistic Christian discipleship and advocacy in the world. Books have
been used throughout history for personal and social transformation
and we can use them well even in this hot-wired, busy age. There will
Question please contact Wanda Morgan at
be good suggestions of books and authors to help you grow in faith, to
wmorgan@baltimorepresbytery.org
deeper understandings of racial and ethnic diversity, and to understand
our world, the nature of our times, and the call to serve God by doing
justice.
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Craig Leland
Sparks has long
pondered the
essence of
creativity. As a
musician he
experiments
with different
genres of music,

transcends
from
documentation
to art.
Prominent in
his exhibit is a
series of four
enlarged

bending elements of melody,
harmony and rhythm to transform
sound. As a photographer, he
endeavors to capture the feelings
evoked by objects in nature without
necessarily depicting a literal
representation of the images. A
series of Craig’s impressionistic
photographs, along with other
compelling images he has snapped,
are now on display in an exhibit
entitled “Essence”, featured in The
Gallery at the Presbytery of
Baltimore until mid-December.

photographs that explore the feeling of
the waves. The Seafoam series
captures moments in the life of a .

A musician by profession, Craig
serves as Director of Music for
Hunting Ridge Presbyterian Church
and as artistic director for the Bowie
Senior Chorale. He teaches voice,
piano, and theory/composition; has
written and arranged numerous
choral works; and, recorded a few
original singles. Ten years ago, Craig
began experimenting with
photography, which inspired him to
study its history in an attempt to
understand how the medium

A reception featuring the Craig
Spark’s photographs will be held 2pm
to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 11
at the Presbytery’s office.

“My hope is that the images have the
same evocative and emotional impact
as the work of the Impressionists and
that they capture the essence of a
moment or a place.” Craig said. “With
representational photography having
become ubiquitous in our society, is it
time for fine art photography to push
it’s explorations in new directions like
the Impressionists,” he added.
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November
Sun

4
All Saints
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
Noon – WM
Advent Fest
Meeting
11
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
Noon – WM
Church Growth
Men’s Group

Mon

5

12

18
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
Noon – WM
Stewardship
Luncheon
Worship & Arts

19
7:00PM – WB
Session

25
Commitment
Sunday
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship

26
7:00PM – OC
Book Club

Tue

Wed

Thu
1
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM – WM
Bells
7:30PM – CR
Choir

Fri
2
Habitat
Workday

Sat
3
Daylight
Savings Ends
Turn back your
clock before
turning in.

7

8
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM – WM
Bells
7:30PM – CR
Choir

9
Habitat
Workday

10
Habitat
Workday
9:00AM – OC
881st Gathering

13
Noon – WM
Faith, Uncuffed,
Hope Springs,
and Presbytery,
Annual
Luncheon

14

15
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM – WM
Bells
7:30PM – CR
Choir

16

20
Harford House
Thanksgiving

21

6
7:00PM – WB
Deacons

27

28

Habitat
Workday

22
Happy
Thanksgiving

29
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM – WM
Bells
7:30PM – CR
Choir

17
Thanksgiving
Baskets

23
Office Closed

30
Habitat
Workday

Locations
ST – Sanctuary
WB – Woodbourne Room
WM – Woodmont Room
FH – Fellowship Hall
OC – Off Campus

24

