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The Voice of Faith
Dear Faith Family,
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Recently I learned something new about the Rockefeller Center
Christmas tree in the heart of New York City. Did you know how
the tradition began?

Worship ........................ 2

Rockefeller Center had its first Christmas tree even before any
buildings rose to fill the space. In 1931, just after they’d cleared
the site, construction workers decorated a small balsam fir with
the humblest of ornaments, from garlands of paper to tin
cans. At the height of the Depression, in a bleak, muddy couple
of blocks in a concrete canyon, there was hope.
What is it about evergreens? In northern climates, ever since
pagan times, evergreens have been symbols of hope when the
world seems icy and barren, when the new life of springtime and
the light of midsummer seem so far away as to be nearly
inconceivable.
We bring trees into our homes, decorate them—and crown them
with light, in honor of the Light of the World, the Light that
Shines in the Darkness, the Light that despair couldn’t
overcome, that discouragement couldn’t understand. I hope we
can remember through the January cold that one tiny, almost
forlorn little tree started it all, in the midst of the Great
Depression.
And as the days begin, gradually, to lengthen again, we move
into the Season of Light, from the brilliant star of Epiphany
through the radiant Transfiguration of Jesus, the last Sunday
before Lent.
It’s a time when we remember the transformative power of nonviolent action embodied by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It’s
a time when we look back on the last year, with so many
momentous events in Faith life. It’s a time when we look forward
to the new year in the church, receiving the budget and electing
a new class of officers on January 27.
continues on page 2

Bible Study ................... 2
Adult Forum .................. 2
Christmas Pageant ......... 3
Worship & Arts .............. 4
Deacons ....................... 5
Advent Fest ................... 5
Habitat Home Blessing.... 6
Cuba Notes ................... 6
Faith Family Life ............ 7
Youth Retreat ................ 7
Annual Meeting .............. 8
End of Year Statements .. 9
Book Club ..................... 9
Youth Fellowship ............ 9
2019 Per Capita ............ 12
Calendar ...................... 13
Please send articles and photos for
the Voice of Faith by the 15 of the
month. seekfaith@faithpcbalt.org

-2continued from page 1

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

It’ll also be a time when we celebrate the life
and ministry among us of Randy Woodfield,
at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 26, and
then, that afternoon, gather again with our
sister congregations to warm the hearth of
the new home we’ve been part of building
through Habitat for Humanity.

Robin Nemser, chair

Like an evergreen tree, we grow and flourish
even in wintertime. In fact, January is a time
filled with energy—filled, you might say, with
Power and Light. May this January be a
season of Power and Light to you all.

Adult Forum

Blessings,
Mary

WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:45
Epiphany of the Lord
January 6
Matthew 2:1-12
The Visit of the Wise Men
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Baptism of the Lord
January 13
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you
I am well pleased.’
Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 20
John 2:1-11
The Wedding at Cana
Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 27
Luke 4:14-21
The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
Election of New Elders and Deacons
Annual Congregational Meeting following
worship.

Wednesdays Bible Study

11:00 a.m. in Woodbourne Room
Beginning Wednesday January 9, led by
Rev. Mary Barrett Speers.

Sundays at 9:15 in Woodmont Room
The Adult Forum programs in January will
focus on "Music that Moves the Spirit." As
you may recall, our beloved Randy Woodfield
was to have presented this series. In his
absence, we have framed the sessions as
follows. On three Sundays (January 6, 13,
and 20), we will meet in the chapel and
follow a similar format. Mary suggests we
proceed as a kind of a “show and tell,” in
which you are invited to bring a song or
hymn of particular significance to you in your
spiritual journey, tell the group what that
significance is, and we’ll sing it together.
Mary will lead a discussion and be prepared
to add her comments as well on the spiritual
significance of these hymns. We think we can
probably accommodate three each Sunday
morning. We would like to know the name of
the name of the song/hymn, ahead of time.
So, please be thinking of what you’d like to
bring to the group and send an email with
your selection and the dates that would work
for you to paulapburger@gmail.com so that
we can coordinate the Sundays.
On the fourth Sunday of the month, we have
asked
Margaret
Budd,
long-time,
acclaimed organist and church musician
(now retired) at Second Presbyterian Church
and a friend of Randy Woodfield, to present
her views on Music that Moves the Spirit.
Please channel Randy for these programs
and share your own thoughts about music
that moves your spirit.
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Faith’s Children and Youth presented “Star
Light, Star Bright” as this year’s Christmas
Pageant on December 16th. The play,
written by our own Susan Johnston,
expressed the theme of “love one another”
and included scenes from the present and
Biblical times.

An angelic Chancel Choir, robed in gold and
silver, sang “Rise Up and Follow the Star”.
Gabriella Anthony and Peyton Lemon
enchanted the congregation with their solos
of “Streets of London” and “Silent Night”.

The cast included 18 Faith children and youth
dressed in costumes designed by Susan. The
Christian Education Committee would like to
thank Susan for her creativity, time and
talent, Samuel Springer for his musical
contributions, and Mike Shirey for the
beautiful guitar accompaniment!

The play would not have happened without
the support of the awesome parent team for
encouraging the kids to learn their parts,
assisting with costuming, and getting the
kids to practices. We are already looking
forward to next year’s pageant!
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First to appear were lighted stars placed in
the Sanctuary windows welcoming travelers
from the outside world, the addition of the
Moravian Star in the Sanctuary and the
Advent Wreath lighting that began each
Sunday service with the congregation jointly
standing and praying for each of the four
corners of the earth. Over time, greenery
and a multitude of red poinsettias were
added.

The season of Advent and Christmas is
always a time of intense planning and high
energy preparation. This year was especially
challenging. Many thanks to the members of
the Worship and Arts Committee who,
despite their grieving the sudden loss of
Randy Woodfield, a treasured friend and
Chairperson of the committee, devised a plan
to complete the many tasks necessary for
worship.

On Christmas Eve families and friends
gathered in the sanctuary to share in the
celebration of the birth of Jesus. The service
of music and lessons included a story shared
with the children by Rev. Mary Barrett
Speers, communion and candle lighting
during the singing of Silent Night. A special
thanks to Dr. Samuel Springer, Minister of
Music, for his leadership and to Faith’s choirs,
soloists and guest musicians.
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Susan Minor, Moderator

Advent of Kindness Festival
Robin Nemser would like to thank the
community of volunteers who were able to
pull off another successful Advent Festival.
The theme of “Kindness” was presented
through a Kindness Advent Calendar, Love
Rocks (have you all placed your rocks
somewhere in the community?), and original
angel art created by an intergenerational
group of artists.
The festival was attended by approximately
75 people who were able to raise over
$1,000 for the Deacons’ Hands of Faith fund.
Thank you to all who set up, cleaned up,
served the lunch, donated to the table and
purchased alternative gifts. It was a
wonderful event!

The Hands of Faith Table provided the
opportunity of alternative gift giving with
Blessing Bags to hand out to folks in need in
our city and Kindness Bubbles. Other handmade items graciously presented by
members of the congregation included bean
soup,
peanut brittle, granola, succulent
plants in antique tea cups, chocolate syrup,
knitted clothing, fabric purses, spaghetti
pies, and so much more.
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Thank you to all who continue to support the
work of the Deacons through your
contributions to the Bread Fund.
This
Thanksgiving, we provided all the food
needed for a full Thanksgiving dinner to four
families. All were very appreciative. Thank
you!

Harford House
A huge thanks to all who made mashed
potatoes, sweet potatoes, and ham for the
Harford House Thanksgiving. And thank you
to all who helped to get the food to Harford
House and then stayed for a wonderful
dinner spent with residents and several
GEDCO board members.

CARES Pantry
One more item: the CARES pantry shelves
are again in flux. After several huge
donations
of
food
from
different
organizations at Thanksgiving, the shelves
are again looking a little bare. The need for
food has been great recently. It seems as
soon as the food is placed on the shelves, it
is gone.
The pantry is very low on boxed cereal, tuna
fish, and pasta products. Please bring your
donations of food to church each Sunday and
place it in the carts found in the narthex and
in the hallway outside the church. Thank you.

Habitat for Humanity
On Saturday, January 26, 2019 there will be
a Faith Home Blessing at 747 McCabe
Avenue. This is very similar to a Home
Dedication, but instead will be specific to just
our faith coalition supporters. Please mark
your calendars for this truly heartwarming
event. The start time will be around noon.
More details to come on this. More build
dates for Jan., Feb., and March will be out in
early December. Contact Natalie Wallace.

CUBA NOTES
by Audrey Trapp

Christmas Cards
One Sunday in early November, those in
church that day signed two large cards that
Diane created with the latest photo of our
congregation and the words “Feliz Navidad.”
One of our friends from Central Florida
Presbytery took them to our partner
churches in Meneses and Iguara a few weeks
later and reports that our Cuban friends were
thrilled to receive these greetings from us
and scrutinized the photo to identify the Faith
members that they know! We will do this
again allowing more weeks to have all of you
sign the cards!

Encuentro 2019
I will be attending this bi-annual meeting to
represent Faith, February 15-22, with 19
other folks from churches in Baltimore
Presbytery that have partnerships in Cuba.
I will take some specific items that are
requested by our sisters and brothers in
Meneses and Iguara such as spices, sewing
supplies, etc. as well as specific medications
that they need for their members. Christa
has donated a ceramic communion set for
the Iguara Church that will replace one that
has broken. And I will take cash down from
the Deacons to support the feeding and
laundry projects, as we have done for many
years.
As usual, we will all be taking over-thecounter (OTC) medicines, donated by our
members, which the Cubans desperately
need because they are either too expensive
or unavailable to them in Cuba. The list has
been divided among churches and Faith has
been asked to donate the following:
Medicine List For Cuba
All bottle sizes are appreciated - large
bottles will be divided into Ziploc bags if
necessary.
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tablets
BenGay or generic muscle rub
Calcium with D3
Children’s calcium with D3, chewable
Children’s vitamins, chewable
Children’s Motrin or generic
Chlorpheniramine (antihistamine)
children and adults
D3
Excedrin migraine or generic
Iron
Lansoprazole (antacid)
Mucus chest relief (guaifenesin) children
and adults
Naproxen sodium
Ocuvite (eye vitamins)
Omeprasol (Prilosec)
Pepto-bismol (or generic) chewable
tablets
Tums or generic
Thermometers
These OTC meds will be combined when we
get to Cuba and divided equally among the
13 churches in El Centro Presbytery. (Isn’t it
amazing to think about these common meds
that we so take for granted in the US and
that are so difficult to obtain in Cuba?)
If you wish to contribute cash, that is okay,
too. I will be happy to shop for OTC meds
and the other items to take. The Faith
congregation has always been so generous in
responding to these requests and we are so
grateful to all of you. Thank you.

FAITH FAMILY LIFE
Happy January Birthday!
1st
12th
17th
20th
21st
22nd
24th
27th
28th

John Trapp
Brinley Tebit
Emma Pope
Hannah Pope
Karen Murrill-Roberts
Michael St. Pierre
Jeffery Lumiansky
Nan Pohl
Dave Brown
David Nesbitt

If you would like your birthday added or if it
is incorrect, please contact the church
office.

Please Keep in Your Prayers
Betty Bunce
Nan Pohl
Esmie Stirling
Nancy Stutzer
Betty Lou Tampieri
Please send your prayer requests to Mary
Speers, Interim Pastor 410-435-4330,
and/or Sharon Will 410-254-6788. Prayers
are answered!

Youth Retreat

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

On December 7th and 8th, five youths and
three adults from Faith traveled to
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hour Beatitudes Retreat. Hannah Pope led
the group in Icebreaker games where we all
learned a little something new about each
other. Dinner was followed by a campfire and
s’mores, of course! Bill Millen presented
several Bible studies on the Beatitudes and
mindfulness throughout the weekend.

We had time to help out the owners of the
retreat center by winterizing the pavilion and
spreading straw in the shelters of the farm
animals. We all enjoyed feeding the llama,
goats, ponies, potbellied pig, sheep, etc.!

There is a great deal of enthusiasm for future
youth events. Stay tuned to hear more about
Hannah’s plans for monthly Sunday evening
Youth Group gatherings beginning in
January! Faith has an amazing group of 5th
through 10th graders, so we are psyched!

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Faith Presbyterian
Church of Baltimore City will be held
following worship on January 27. We will
enjoy light lunch and fellowship before the
meeting.
The business will include:
The presentation of the 2019 budget and
the change to the Pastor’s Call.
Please make every effort to attend.

A hike to the stream was followed by a craft
project with Robin Nemser where the youth
created Christmas cards for the elderly folks
in the congregation. We made excellent use
of the 24 hours!

Committee reports are due by Sunday,
January 6.

2019 Per Capita
The Per Capita for this year is $35.73. This
is a per member; use the blue envelope or
note “per capita” in the memo of your
check.
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End of Year
Faith will close out the year on January 9,
2019. The final contributions for 2018 will be
due then; checks received after this date will
be recorded as 2019.
Please date checks in the year you would like
them recorded. Call the office with questions
about your pledge or if you would like your
2018 Contribution report before midJanuary.

Book Club

7:00, Monday January 28

Our Book Club will be
gathering
at
the
Nesbitt’s to discuss the
book “Once They Were
Hats: In Search of The
Mighty Beaver”
by
Frances Backhouse.
This book will give you
more insight into this
web footed, buck toothed workaholic than
you ever realized you even wanted. Led by
our two resident Beaver specialists Scott
McGill and Bill Curtis, this will be an
evening that you won’t want to miss.

Youth Fellowship at Faith
Coming this month, with a date to be
announced, Faith will have a regularly
scheduled Youth Fellowship for middle and
high schoolers. Hannah Pope will be leading
this group with the help of Krista Wallace.
An organizational meeting will be held on
January 13 at 5:30 p.m. Plans being
discussed include a spring retreat and a lockin prior to Youth Sunday in May. Kids, get
ready to share your ideas and help get this
new group rocking.

Thank You!
To everyone who donated to the Christmas
Flowers, the DEAR Fund and Bread Fund.

DEAR Fund
The DEAR Fund was created by Faith’s Board
of Deacons to provide financial assistance to
any Faith Church member in an emergency
situation. A Faith member may contact a
committee member, the pastor, or the parish
administrator to request assistance. An
application is filled out confidentially and the
committee lets the member know if the
request is approved and the amount. Please
consider making a contribution to this
important fund; check DEAR Fund on a pew
envelope or in the memo of your check.

The Bread Fund
The Bread fund is used to provide food
oriented support for our neighbors in need.
This fund is used to provide Thanksgiving
baskets to needy families as well as to
provide meal items for events at Harford
House when needed. Please consider making
a contribution to this important fund; check
Bread Fund on a pew envelope or in the
memo of your check.

Music Fund
The donations to the Music Fund are used to
support Faith’s music ministry including
special musicians, and purchasing of
anthems and choral music. Please consider
making a contribution to this important fund;
note Music Fund in the memo of your check.
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Christmas Flowers
Kay Ballard
Ellen & Ed Bernard
Peter & Paula Burger

John & Debra Colmers

Phyllis Compton
Susan Dockman
Mercy Dunyoh
Susan & Lew Johnston
David & Karen Meyers
Susan Minor
Linda Moultrie-Frank
Robin & Neil Nemser
Pat & Jack Nesbitt
The Pope Family
Sharon Reinhard
The Seavers-Reale Family

Vivian Slacum
Ron & Judy Sperling
Marilyn Valentine
Theodore Wallace
Natalie Wallace
Sharon Will

In Memory of Loved Ones
In Honor of Loved Ones
In Memory of Jim Kautz; Eugene Nickerson;
Martha Key & Dick Bernard
In Memory of Anna & Ernest Phillips;
Fannie & Willard Burger
In Celebration of Christa Fuller Burns;
Mary Barrett Speers
In Memory of Our Beloved Grandparents;
Our Parents Rosmarie & Rudolf Colmers;
Richard Paul
In Memory of William & Frances Compton
In Memory of Loved Ones
In Memory of Christian Dunyoh
In Memory of Ruth Sutherland
In Memory of Esther & Roy Meyers;
Elvira & Al Carle
In Memory of Mary & Herbert Wanner
In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Moutrie
In Memory of Michael Hall
In Celebration of Our Children & Grandchildren
In Memory of Our Family
In Celebration of Marilyn Valentine
In Memory of Mildred Heffelfinger Humphrey
In Memory of Carolyn Witzke
In Memory of Ed "Grampy" Cookingham;
Helen “Grandma” Cingolani
In Celebration of Rosemary Miller
In Memory of Ethel L. Morton; Florence B. Parker
In Memory of Loved Ones
In Celebration of Family
In Memory of Randy Woodfield
In Memory of Alvin, Doris, & Marlene
In Celebration of Theodore & Evelyn Wallace
In Memory of Anna Will; Edwin Will; David Will

Music Fund
Kay Ballard
The Bernard Family
Paula Burger
John & Debra Colmers
Phyllis Compton
Bill & MaryEllen Curtis
Susan & Lew Johnston
David & Karen Meyers
Pat & Jack Nesbitt
Gail Poorbaugh
The Pope Family
The Seaver-Reale Famiy
Janet Thomson and Pat Thomson
Janet Thomson

In Memory of Loved Ones
In Memory of Cindy Harkum
In Memory of Randy Woodfield
In Memory of Randy Woodfield
In Memory of Randy Woodfield
In Memory of Randy Woodfield
In Memory of Floyd Groff
In Celebration of Margaret Budd; John Walker
In Celebration of Samuel Springer
In Memory of William E. Poorbaugh II;
Warren E. Chandler, Jr.
In Memory of Jacko Humphrey
In Memory of Randy Woodfield
In Memory of Randy Woodfield
In Celebration of Pat Thomson
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The Bread Fund
Kay Ballard
The Bernard Family
Jackie Billings
Rev. Dr. Donald Boardman
& Carol Paige Preston Boardman

Debra & John Colmers
Susan & Lew Johnston
David & Karen Meyers
Susan Minor
Pat & Jack Nesbitt
Gail Poorbaugh
Marshalynne Seavers
Dawn & Mike Shirey

Nancy Stutzer
The Stutzer Family
Janet Thomson

In Memory of Loved Ones
In Celebration of Mary Nickerson
In Celebration of Austin & Savannah Giganti
In Memory of Charles & Evelyn Preston;
Rev. Richard Randall Preston;
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Boardman, Sr.;
Mr. Harry Boardman, Jr.
In Memory of George Jenkins
In Memory of Janet Johnston; Polly Groff
In Memory of Sylvia Guerra; Jacquelyn Smith
In Celebration of Charles Minor
In Celebration of Our Faith Family
In Celebration of Bettie Chandler
In Memory of Richard Shirey
In Celebration of the Engagement of
Kelsey Shirey & Terrance Jones
In Memory of Arthur Stutzer, Jr.
In Memory of David C. Stutzer
In Celebration of Pat Thomson

The Dear Fund
Kay Ballard
The Bernard Family
Susan & Lew Johnston
David & Karen Meyers
The Seaver-Reale Family
Janet Thomson
Audrey & John Trapp

In Honor of Loved Ones
In Memory of Haley Tierney
In Memory of Marcus Edwards
In Memory of Randy Woodfield
In Memory of Jim and Bruce Thomson
In Memory of Loved Ones
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January
Sun

6
Epiphany
Sunday
9:15AM – CH
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
13
9:15AM – CH
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
5:30PM – WB
Youth
Fellowship
Planning
Meeting
20
9:15AM – CH
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
Noon – WM
Church Growth

27
9:15AM – CH
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
Noon – FH
Annual Meeting

Mon

Tue
1
Happy New
Year!
Office Closed

Wed
2

Thu
3
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew

Fri
4

7
7:00PM – WB
Finance Budget
Meeting

8

9
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study

10
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM-WB
Bells
7:30PM-CR
Choir

11

14

15

16
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study

17
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM-WB
Bells
7:30PM-CR
Choir

18

19

23
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study

24
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM-WB
Bells
7:30PM-CR
Choir

25

26
10:30AM – ST
Randall
Woodfield
Memorial
Service

21

28
7:00PM – OC
Book Club

22
7:00PM – WB
Session

29

30
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study

31
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM-WB
Bells
7:30PM-CR
Choir
Locations
ST – Sanctuary
CH - Chapel
WB – Woodbourne Room
WM – Woodmont Room
FH – Fellowship Hall
OC – Off Campus

Sat
5

12
Habitat Home
Blessing

Habitat Home
Blessing

