
April 2019 

The Voice of Faith 
 
  

Contents 
 
Mary’s Note ................... 2 
 
Worship ........................ 2 
 
Christian Ed .................. 3 
 
Adult Forum .................. 4 
 
Worship & Arts .............. 4 
 
Tree Planting ................. 5 
 
Deacons ....................... 5 
 
Habitat Workdays .......... 5 
 
Plant & Property ............ 6 
 
Faith Care Day ............... 6 
 
Block Party .................... 7 
 
Website ........................ 7 
 
Faith Family Life ............ 8 
 
New Members ................ 8 
 
Book Club ..................... 9 
 
Presbyterian Rebellion .... 9 
 
Flowers & Funds ........... 10 
 
Yoga ........................... 11 
 
Calendar ...................... 13 
 

      
         

  
 

 

HOLY WEEK 
at Faith Church 

 
Palm Sunday – April 14 

10:00 a.m. Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 
Procession of Palms 
10:45 a.m. Worship 

 
Holy Thursday – April 18 

7:00 p.m. Worship with 
communion 

 
EASTER – April 21 

Music begins at 10:30 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. Service of Worship with 

organ, brass, choir, 
& communion 

Egg Hunt on the front lawn 
following worship 

 

mailto:seekfaith@faithpcbalt.org
mailto:seekfaith@faithpcbalt.org
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WORSHIP 
 
Sundays at 10:45 
 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
April 7 

Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8. 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Palm Sunday 
April 14 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 22:14-23:56 

 
Maundy Thursday 
April 18 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
EASTER 
April 21 

Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
John 20:1-18 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Second Sunday of Easter 
April 28 

Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 118:14-29 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 

 
 

Pastor’s Note 
 
Dear Faith Family, 
 
The season of Lent is still with us for a few 
more weeks: that muted, introspective 
season of prayer and preparation.  
 
But now, although the Alleluias are still 
buried, the world is just losing its gray, the 
days are growing longer, and the leaves and 
flowers, hidden until now, are just beginning 
to burgeon in glorious Spring. This is the time 
of year when the Church has, throughout the 
ages, prepared for Holy Week, looking 
forward in humility and awe to the joy and 
power and mystery of the Resurrection.  
 
Meanwhile, every Sunday evening at 5:30, 
we’ve been gathering for simple potluck and 
a documentary film. We’ve been muting our 
prayers these past weeks, and marking the 
season in music and responses for Lenten 
worship. And yes, in our education hours 
we’ve been learning about One Great Hour of 
Sharing, the special ecumenical Easter 
offering for worldwide disaster, poverty, and 
refugee relief.  
 
And yes, it’s time to let the office know about 
your flowers and benevolences for Easter! 
There have been forms in your worship 
bulletins, and there is one in this newsletter 
for your convenience. But you can also 
simply email the office. 
 
April is the month in which we’ll also be 
celebrating the earth, with a visit from the 
Chesapeake Conservation Corp. to Adult 
Forum on April 7, and celebration of Earth 
Day on the Sunday after Easter, April 28, 
2019 with a special service, following which 
Rev. Doris Cowan will lead us in the 
dedication of a tree in memory of Randy 
Woodfield. 
 
As for the Holy Week and Easter cycle, Palm 
Sunday, April 14, will begin with palms and 
the singing of children, with our annual 
brunch and parade—outdoors, we hope! 
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Sharing mission offering envelopes and fish 
boxes to church Palm Sunday, if you are 
going to be somewhere else on Easter, or on 
Easter Day itself. I wish you spring in your 
step as it is in the air this joyful Easter 
season, and may all of us bring joy to others 
whatever we do, and wherever we go. 
 
In the muted tones of Lent, and in the 
glorious hope of the Resurrection. 
 
Yours in our Risen Lord,  
Mary 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Robin Nemser, chair 
 
The Christian Education Committee would 
like to keep all parents in the know by giving 
publishing the church school schedule for the 
remaining weeks of the church year. 
 

April 7 Communion, all children in worship 

April 14 Church School 

April 21 Easter Sunday, no church school.  
Easter Egg Hunt following worship 

April 28 Church School 

May 5 Communion, all children in worship 

May 12 Youth Sunday, all children in  
worship 

May 19 Church School 

May 26 Church School – final class for the 
church year 

The nursery is always available for 
children birth through 4. 
 

Wednesdays Bible Study 
 
Join Faith every Wednesday at 11:00 in 
Woodbourne Room for a discussion on Sundays 
upcoming lesson. No preparation is required. 
 
 
 
 

Worship begins on this celebratory note, but 
then leads us, by the end of the hour, to walk 
on with Jesus, toward Calvary. Palm Sunday 
is a solemn day in the life of the Church, filled 
with dramatic irony, as we feel, beyond the 
wild exuberance of the crowd, the cold, 
lonely shadow of the Cross.  
 
That week, Holy Week, we’ll gather at Faith 
Church at 7:00 p.m. for Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae, remembering that Last Supper 
Jesus shared with his friends—the first of 
countless millions of Communions Christians 
have shared ever since. On Good Friday, 
April 19, our Loch Raven group of churches 
is once again invited to a noonday 
ecumenical service, 12-3 at Morgan State 
University Chapel. Preachers will include 
Morgan State faculty and neighborhood 
pastors, on the theme of the Seven Last 
Words of Christ.  
 
Then, for those of you who (like me) respond 
to the drama and solemn joy of Easter Vigil, 
this ancient tradition of the church will begin 
at 7:30pm on Holy Saturday, April 20, at St 
Matthew’s across the street; at 7:30 p.m. at 
St Mark’s Lutheran (1900 St Paul Street); 
and numerous other Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran, and Episcopal churches around 
town; as well as a shortened version at the 
Episcopal Cathedral of the Incarnation from 
7-8:30 p.m. 
 
Easter Day at Faith Church will begin at 
10:30 a.m. with music and (outdoors, 
weather permitting) the striking of new fire 
and “burnt offering” of our Lenten prayers. 
Inside the sanctuary, we’ll release the 
Alleluias, and of course there will be festival 
music, Easter flowers (don’t forget to turn in 
your requests), and the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering. Our beloved children’s 
Easter Egg hunt will take place after the 
service on the Faith Church lawn. 
 
Then, on the Sunday after Easter, we’ll be 
ready to celebrate Earth Day.  
 
So please bring your One Great Hour of 
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Adult Forum 
Sundays at 9:15 in Woodmont Room 

No Adult Forum scheduled for Palm 
Sunday or Easter. 

 
April 7 – We welcome Justin Gallardo, the 
Chesapeake Conservation Corps intern for 
the Uptown Metro Ministry Group. He will 
lead a discussion on the progress of Earth 
Care congregations within the PCUSA. 
 
April 28 – Trees! An Earth Day forum led by 
Zoë Clarkwest, Executive Director of 
“Flowering Tree Trails.” She has spent her 
career in landscape design focusing on 
working with communities to achieve 
aesthetic, functional and meaningful 
restoration projects. 
 
WORSHIP & THE ARTS 
 
As part of a month-long celebration of 
Women the Sunday morning worship on 
March 3 was designated as Women of the 
Church Sunday. Sixteen women of all ages, 
including a mother and young daughter, 
carried out all parts of the service and a pick-
up choir under the direction of our Minister 
of Music, Samuel Springer provided the 
Offertory.  

 
March 3rd Ash Wednesday marked the 
beginning of the season of Lent. On that 
evening, 18 people shared a homemade soup 
and bread dinner in the Woodmont Room 
followed by a Chapel Service of readings, 
sung responses, silent prayer and the 
Imposition of Ashes led by Rev. Speers.  

Lent is an introspective time. During this 
period banners and paraments have been 
changed to purple and the Alleluias have 
been put away with help from the children 
during worship. Prayer requests will be a 
time of silence. People are requested to write 
prayer concerns on slips of paper found on 
the pews that will then be woven in a Prayer 
Cross in place of our “out loud” Joys and 
Concerns.  
These written prayers will remain private. 
then, on Easter morning these private 
prayers will be burned – transformed by the 
Resurrection. Prayers written in the book 
located in the narthex or sent to the office 
will be referred to the prayer chain. 
 
Palm Sunday 
Breakfast 10:00 
 
Annual Continental Breakfast in the 
Fellowship Hall followed by a palm waving 
parade around the building will precede 
worship. Breakfast food donations are 
welcome. If you would like to help serve or 
donate a food item please contact Judy 
Sperling 
 
Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae Service 7:00 p.m. 
 
Tenebrae is Latin for "shadows" or 
"darkness." The Tenebrae service is an 
ancient tradition in Christian history that 
takes place on one of the last three days of 
Holy Week: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
or Holy Saturday. The purpose of this service 
was to remember the somber events that 
occurred in Jesus' life from the exuberant 
entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
through the night of Jesus' burial on Good 
Friday. 
 
Easter 
Music will begin at 10:30 
 
Celebration of the Resurrection in word and 
music. Easter Egg Hunt on the lawn following 
worship. Donations of plastic filled eggs are 
greatly appreciated. 



- 5 - 
  

Tree Planting in Memory of  
Randy Woodfield 
 
On Sunday, April 28, Earth Sunday following 
worship there will be a short service of 
worship including remembrances and the 
planting of Southern Magnolia.  
 
DEACONS 
Susan Minor, moderator 
 
Faith & Uptown Metro to be Honored 
 
As part of the Uptown Metro Ministries, a 
group of 12 churches joined together to work 
in our immediate neighborhood, Faith Church 
has long been involved with Habitat for 
Humanity of the Chesapeake. Under Natalie 
Wallace’s supervision, our church has 
provided many volunteers who have worked 
in the McCabe neighborhood to help prepare 
homes for many families over the years. 
 
In recognition of Uptown Metro Ministries’ 
commitment to building homes and 
communities, they have been named Habitat 
Faith Partner of the Year. A special 
recognition reception is planned for June 27, 
2019.  Natalie has been invited to attend to 
accept the award! 
 
As part of Uptown Metro Ministries, Faith 
Church is honored to be recognized by 
Habitat, and is thankful for Natalie’s 
commitment to providing homes, stability, 
and strong communities.  
 
CARES in Need 
 
The pantry is in less than good shape this 
week. They need almost everything, 
everything except canned corn and green 
beans, black beans, and peanut butter. The 
cupboard is bare in all other areas: baking 
goods, canned fruit, peas, tuna fish, canned 
salmon, soups (except tomato), pasta, 
canned tomatoes. Anything will be greatly 
appreciated! 

Harford House Bingo 

 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
the annual lasagna bingo night at Harford 
House on March 15th. The residents 
appreciated the wonderful food, fellowship, 
and gift bags of toiletries. After Ron 
Sperling called multiple rounds of bingo, 
the men enjoyed dessert and were happy to 
have leftovers! We look forward to 
continuing the tradition next year. 
 
Habitat Workdays 
Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat 
for Humanity brings people together to build 
homes, communities, and hope. 

 
 
Get ready to roll up your sleeves, get dirty 
and have a great day. Our dates are April 19, 
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26 and May 4, 11, 24. There is a maximum 
of 5 people per day. Contact Natalie Wallace 
if you want to attend. nrew62@msn.comor 
410-207-7190 
 
PLANT & PROPERTY 
 
The walls are still standing so things with our 
church home here at 5400 Loch Raven 
Boulevard must be OK. But that doesn’t 
mean things couldn’t be better: 
 
During one of the windstorms back in 
February we lost some siding on the tower. 
We are working with our property insurance 
agency and Hoopoe-Clover contracting to 
see when we can get the siding replaced. 
 
Part of the little parking lot – what is referred 
to as the South Lot – is going to be striped 
to allow for three appropriately sized 
handicap parking spaces for those of our 
family who need to be near the Fellowship 
Hall door. Signs will also be posted at the 
head of each parking space labeling them as 
handicap parking. Please leave those spaces 
open for those that need to use them. 
 
Spring has sprung and the days are getting 
warmer. Before we know it Easter will be 
here! In order to prepare for Easter, we will 
have a Faith Care Day April 13, 9:00 - 
noon with a hot dog lunch to follow. Please 
come out and fellowship with your church 
family and the natural world as we spruce up 
the outside. (Weather permitting. But don’t 
worry if it rains there is plenty to do inside 
too.) 
 
YOUTH GROUP 
Hannah Pope, coordinator 
 
After our retreat this last fall, Faith Church’s 
Youth Group (SWAG- Saved With Amazing 
Grace) began having more consistent 
meetings. Each month, we have a night 
where our Middle and High School youth 
come together to build community. In the 
last two months, outside of Sunday school, 

they have a planning meeting and a game 
night. 
 

 
 
The group has also been focusing on Youth 
Sunday where they will lead the service and 
read their own sermons. Their other big 
project is creating blankets for our members 
on the care list. This is through reflection of 
the story of Tabatha. If you would like to 
contribute to those efforts, they are 
accepting both monetary and in-kind 
donations.  

 
 
Ultimately, every time the group comes 
together, laughs, music, and comradery is 
involved. Looking ahead, the kids hope to go 
on more retreats, have fun, and make an 
impact in the church.  
 
 
 

mailto:nrew62@msn.com
mailto:nrew62@msn.com
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It's almost Moon Bounce Time! 

 
Wednesday, May 29 has been set as the date 
for the 6th Annual Block Party that Faith 
Church has sponsored for families in our 
neighborhood. From 5:30-7:30 pm, we will 
have the usual array of activities, including 
balloon sculptures, finger nail painting, 
games, snow cones, haircuts for boys, etc., 
all with music provided by a DJ. We are 
hoping to have a couple of new features as 
well as an array of community resource 
booths and a prayer table. We are ever 
grateful that the Sperlings have again 
volunteered to organize the hot dog brigade 
and other food purchase and distribution. 
And, the call will soon go out for brownies, 
so start your ovens. 
 
In the weeks to come we will also start 
volunteer recruitment. Veterans of former 
years know that it takes a village to entertain 
our local village, so we will be counting on 
you for help. 
 
We have had 400 or more guests! Please let 
Judy Sperling, Robin Nemser, Paula 
Burger, or Bill Millen know if you are willing 
to help and we'll sign you up for your 
preferred duty. Otherwise, you may have to 
monitor the moon bounce. 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Renewal 

 
A couple of years ago, we undertook a major 
overhaul of our church website. But a good 
website is never finished; it is always a work 
in progress. Please help us keep our website 
refreshed by sending Diane photographs and 
information that should be included on our 
webpages. And, we would appreciate it if you 
took a few minutes to remind yourself what 
is there and to provide some general 
feedback. www.faithpcbalt.org 
 
We know that potential new members look at 
church websites. In fact, one of the two new 
members who joined the congregation in 
March first came to us because she liked 
what she saw and read about us on the 
website. 
 
And, while we are talking about 
communications, if you are a Facebook user, 
please also remember to "like" and share 
Faith stuff that you see on Facebook. Spread 
the Word! (double entendre intended.) 

 

http://www.faithpcbalt.org/
http://www.faithpcbalt.org/
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FAITH FAMILY LIFE 
 
Happy December Birthday! 
 

3rd  Bill Hyde 
5th  Chris Pope 
9th  Cora Bissett 
14th Carol Mohr 
17th Kelly McGill 
 Nancy Stutzer 
20th Tina Curtis 
 Gail Poorbaugh 
21st Ted Wallace 
24th Lew Johnston 
 Hudson Seavers 
25th Scott Bissett 
 Elaine Parker 
30th Robin Nemser 
 

If you would like your birthday added or if it 
is incorrect, please contact the church 
office. 
 
Please Keep in Your Prayers 
 

Betty Bunce 
Nan Pohl 
Nancy Stutzer 
 

Please send your prayer requests to Mary 
Speers, Interim Pastor 410-435-4330, 
and/or Sharon Will 410-254-6788. Prayers 
are answered! 
 
Reception of New Members 
 
Faith Church was delighted to celebrate the 
reception of two new members at the 
worship service on Sunday, March 17: 
Patrick Baker and NaaAtswei Koney. 
Patrick Baker, who is Mike Billings's partner, 
has attended Faith for the past several years, 
when his work schedule as a flight attendant 
for Spirit Airlines has allowed him to be in 
town. Patrick grew up in the Lutheran 
tradition, earned a B.A. in Biblical Studies, 
and almost entered the ministry. He had a 
professional career as a banker and social 
worker prior to taking to the air. We look 

forward to a time when he can transfer from 
Florida to a home base in Baltimore so that 
we can take advantage of his musical talent 
and active commitment to community 
service. 

 
You might be surprised to know that 
NaaAtswei (pronounced Na-Choy) was born 
in Massachusetts and grew up in New Jersey. 
With ancestry in Ghana, NaaAtswei's father 
gave her the African name meaning "first 
born daughter." NaaAtswei came to 
Baltimore for college, graduating from 
Morgan State in 2004 (and thus adding to 
Faith's substantial contingent of Morgan 
alums!) NaaAtswei works for Erickson Senior 
Living in Catonsville in their financial services 
department. She lives in Edgewood,  
Maryland with her husband and a seven year 
old son, Melvin Godsey III, who attends 
church with her. We look forward to having 
Melvin's energy and fun spirit as a participant 
in our children's education program and to 
having NaaAtswei as an active member of 
our congregation. And, at the next annual 
meeting, there will be a special dessert 
awarded to anyone who can spell 
NaaAtswei's name without looking it up. 
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Easter Egg Hunt 
 
Karen Burd is organizing this year’s annual 
Easter egg hunt. We are in need plastic 
Easter eggs filled with candy. Please leave 
your donations of filled plastic eggs in the 
small kitchen. 
 
SEJ 
 
Social & Environmental Justice Council 
meeting is on Palm Sunday following 
worship. All are welcome, bring your ideas 
and talents. 
 
Book Club 
Monday April 29 7:00 
 

 
young doctor and nurse at a remote field 
hospital in the First World War." This book 
comes highly recommended by several Faith 
Church folk. We will meet at the Nesbitts at 
7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. 
 
A Presbyterian Rebellion 
March 15, 2019 
 
In the 116thCongress, we welcome three new 
Presbyterians to Capitol Hill, for a total of 26 
Presbyterian Members of Congress. There are 
13 in each chamber. They are both Republicans 
and Democrats. 
 
As these new Presbyterians start their first 
term, it is worth considering the history of 
Presbyterianism in the American experiment. 
Nine presidents have identified as Presbyterian 
and two more, Abraham Lincoln and Rutherford 
B. Hayes, worshipped in Presbyterian 
churches. The earliest Presbyterian president 
was Andrew Jackson, but the influence of 

Presbyterianism in American politics started 
long before that. 
 
Presbyterian ministers were some of the first 
to make public statements supporting the 
American Revolution. The Anglican Bishop 
Charles Inglis wrote: 
 
“I have it from good authority that the 
Presbyterian ministers… passed a resolve to 
support the Continental Congress in all their 
measure. This, and this only, can account for 
the uniformity of their conduct, for I do not 
know one of them… who did not by preaching 
and every effort in their power promote all the 
measures of the [Continental] Congress.” 
 
Indeed, these ministers served as a 
counterpoint to the Anglican bishops who 
advocated for allegiance to the king. John 
Witherspoon, a Presbyterian minister and 
professor of theology at Princeton, was the only 
ordained clergyman to sign the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 
The Revolutionary War, which King George 
himself called “a Presbyterian Rebellion”, 
turned out to be only the start of political 
activism for Presbyterians. Presbyterian 
lobbying efforts helped to codify the separation 
of church and state in state constitutions, most 
notably in Virginia. The efforts did not end at 
the state level; eleven of the 55 delegates at 
the Constitutional Convention were 
Presbyterian. 
 
Clearly, American Presbyterians have never 
been afraid to stand in conflict with power that 
they perceived to be unjust. Indeed, they have 
been rather effective in that practice. 
 
We hope that the 26 Presbyterians currently 
serving in Congress will continue the tradition 
of influencing U.S. politics and policies with 
conscience and good faith. We welcome them 
to stand with the PC(USA) on ongoing matters 
of social justice and human rights. Presbyterian 
political practices have evolved much in the 
last three centuries, as the church itself is 
Reformed and always reforming. However, the 
tradition of American Presbyterians speaking 
truth to power has its roots in the very 
foundation of the United States. 
 
 
 

Please note that this is the 
5th Monday of the month 
instead of our usual 4th 
which is Easter Monday. 
We will be reading The 
Winter Soldier by Daniel 
Mason. "A sweeping 
unforgettable love story of 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

 
2 3 

11:00AM – WB 
Bible Study 
2:00PM – CH 
Gentle Yoga 

4 5 6 

7  
9:15AM – WM 
Adult Forum 
10:45AM – ST 
Worship 

 
 

8 
 

9 
7:00PM – WB 
Deacons 

10 
11:00AM – WB 
Bible Study 
2:00PM – CH 
Gentle Yoga 

11 
9:00AM –  
Thursday Crew 
6:30PM-WB 
Bells 
7:30PM – CR 
Choir 

12 
 

13 
9:00AM -  
Grounds Care 
Day and Lunch 

14 
Palm Sunday 
10:00AM – FH 
Breakfast 
10:45AM – ST 
Worship 
Noon – WM 
SEJ Meeting 
 

15 
7:00PM – WB 
Session 

16 
 

17 
11:00AM – WB 
Bible Study 
2:00PM – CH 
Gentle Yoga 

18  
9:00AM –  
Thursday Crew 
7:00 PM – ST 
Service of 
Tenebrae 
 

19 
Good Friday 
Office Closed 

20 
 

21  
 

EASTER 
10:30AM 

Music Begins 
10:45AM 
Worship 

 

22 
EASTER 
Monday 

Office Closed 
 

23 
 

24 
11:00AM – WB 
Bible Study 
2:00PM – CH 
Gentle Yoga 

25 
9:00AM –  
Thursday Crew 
6:30PM-WB 
Bells 
7:30PM-CR 
Choir 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
9:15AM – WM 
Adult Forum 
10:45AM – ST 
Worship 
Noon – 
Tree Planting 
Service 

29 
7:00PM – OC 
Book Club 

30 
 

    

       

 

April 

Locations 
 
ST – Sanctuary 
WB – Woodbourne Room 
WM – Woodmont Room 
FH – Fellowship Hall 
OC – Off Campus 


