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March is here, and a lot is happening at Faith Church! The first
Sunday, Communion Sunday, is also Women of the Church
Sunday and the last Sunday in Epiphany, the Season of Light—
also known as Transfiguration. So be sure to come to church to
put all this together!
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Then Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent, is March 6, and
Sunday, March 10 will be the first Sunday in Lent—as well as the
first day of Daylight Savings Time. So, “spring forward...” don’t
forget to set your clocks one hour ahead on Saturday night,
March 9.
“Lent” is an old English term derived from “lengthening of days,”
which describes our season very well—even if March 10 itself will
be one hour shorter. Lent is our time of hopeful anticipation, in
the midst of winter’s cold, that spring will come, that Easter is on
its way. We see the signs. Underneath their blanket of last year’s
leaves, the bulbs of spring are pushing up their first green shoots,
gathering strength to bloom again.
Just as plants need that time of inner growth, so do we. And in
Lent, as we spend more time closed indoors, so we spend more
time on the journey inward, which will nourish us for the journey
outward. That is what Lenten spiritual practice is all about.
The early Church observed this season with prayer, fasting, and
“almsgiving”—acts of caring for the poor and the oppressed.
Together with other members of your Faith family, you’ll have
several opportunities for such acts of caring; look inside this
edition of VoF for some of them.
And wherever you find yourself, you can try these suggestions
from Pope Francis:
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
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-2WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:45
Transfiguration of the Lord
March 3
Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Women of the Church Sunday
Ash Wednesday
March 6 at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
First Sunday in Lent
March 10
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13
Second Sunday in Lent
March 17
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35
Third Sunday in Lent
March 24
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 31
Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Wednesdays Bible Study

11:00 a.m. in Woodbourne Room

Fast from pessimism and be filled with
hope.
Fast from worries and trust in God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate
simplicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your heart
with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be
compassionate to others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can
listen.
Wishing you a Faith-full Lenten journey,
filled with blessings, Mary

Adult Forum

Sundays at 9:15 in Woodmont Room
Our focus for the March Adult Forum will be
the One Great Hour of Sharing mission of
the PC (USA), Presbyterian Mission.
March 3 & 10 Bible Study written by
Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer
The Fast I Choose Isaiah 58:1-7
Repairers of the Breach Isaiah 58:8-14
March 17 Hunger & Poverty
Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for
creation, and the systemic causes of
poverty so all may be fed.
March 24 Disaster Assistance
led by Susan Krehbiel, Social Advocacy
Consultant Congregational Advocacy,
Presbytery of Baltimore
Works alongside communities as they
recover and find hope after the
devastation of natural or human-caused
disasters, and support for refugees.
March 31 Self-Development of People
Invests in communities responding to
their experiences of oppression, poverty
and injustice and educates Presbyterians
about the impact of these issues.
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March 3 is designated a Women of the
Church Sunday. There are still opportunities
to be an usher; And, everyone is invited to
join the pick-up choir under the direction of
Samuel Springer that will rehearse at 10:00
o'clock on the morning of the service. It
would be especially nice if the "singing
ladies" range from youth to senior!
Ash Wednesday is March 6! Plan to be part
of what has become a Faith tradition – a
homemade soup and bread supper in the
Woodmond Room as 6:00 pm, followed by a
brief Chapel service that will include
receiving ashes for those who wish to
participate. If you would like to volunteer to
make a homemade soup, please contact
Judy Sperling (668 8189) or leave a message
in the church office.

DEACONS

Susan Minor, moderator
Thank you to all who contributed Valentine's
Day cookies to the CARES Pantry. We
collected 70 cookie boxes to be given out at
the pantry that week. They were greatly
appreciated.

Harford House Lasagna Bingo
March 15, 6:00 p.m.

The Deacons will host our annual BINGO
night at Harford House. We need the
following donations: lasagna, salad, garlic
bread, desserts and drinks. Please drop off
donations in the Faith kitchen by 3:00 p.m.
on March 15. Please let Lauren Hill or Gail
Poorbaugh know if you can contribute an
item or if you are able to attend!

CARES Pantry

Thank you to everyone who made Randy
Woodfield’s memorial a celebration of his life.
Below are pictures of the banners created by
Marilyn Valentine and the buffet at the
reception.

Fresh fruit is more than scarce at the CARES
pantry during the winter. So, the Deacons
have decided to use money donated to the
pantry last month as part of the Souper Bowl
of Caring to purchase fresh fruit every week
to be delivered to the pantry. Our church
friends donated almost $300 on Souper Bowl
Sunday. We will purchase $30 worth of fruit
every week for the next ten weeks. If you
would like to help extend this effort, you can
donate to the pantry by using a pew
envelope and mark your donation for the
CARES pantry. Thank you for your continued
generosity.
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by Audrey Trapp

Making bead bracelets at Iguara Church

Lianne Navarro (Seminary Student at
Iguara), Mercy Rodriguez (Lay Pastor at
Meneses) and Audrey Trapp at the
Encuentro.
The 2019 Cuba Encuentro, February 15-22,
was a great experience. I spent three
days/four nights at our partner churches in
Meneses and Iguara and worshipped with
both congregations, attended a Consistorio
(Session)
meeting
at
each
church,
celebrated Valentine’s Day, visited members
in their homes, and enjoyed activities with
the children. Susan Krehbiel, from the
Baltimore Presbytery staff and a fluent
Spanish speaker, came to our churches with
me.

Our Cuban sisters and brothers send their
love and prayers and thanks to all of you and
asked about every Faith member - by name
- who has ever visited them!
Twenty of us from Maryland then traveled by
bus to Hotel Hanabanilla, a beautiful location
on a lake south of Santa Clara, for the
Encuentro with 24 Cuban pastors and lay
leaders. There we worshipped, gave updates
on our Presbyteries and countries, had
meaningful Bible study, sang, danced and
ate together. We had afternoon relaxation
time and a jointly planned Talent Show and
a final communion service in the evenings.
Thank you again for your generous gifts of
medicines and money that enabled me to
take many needed items to our sisters and
brothers. I also took a chalice and plate for
Communion that Christa sent down with me,
replacing one that was broken at the Iguara
Church during the June 2018 visit that she
and Anna and Lauren made.

Communion at Meneses Church
Valentines made by Faith Church kids

-5Dinners for Eight
On Saturday February 23, thirty Faith
members took part in the annual Dinners for
Eight parties. Folks gathered at the homes of
Ron & Judy Sperling, Susan & Charles
Minor, and Susan & Lou Johnston.
Another group met in the Jackson Lounge at
church hosted by Bill Millen and the
Nemser’s. From the reports of those who
attended, the food was excellent and the
company lively. Many reported that they
learned more about each other and formed
new connections that you just can’t make on
a Sunday morning during worship.

Thank you to all that hosted and attended.
You brought the Faith Family closer together.
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Sunday, March 24 at 2:30 p.m.

First & Franklin Presbyterian Church’s Spire
Series will unite with the church’s
Peacemaking Committee, clergy, Sanctuary
Choir & soloists, and orchestra in presenting
a concert honoring the precious lives lost to
gun violence in Baltimore, while uplifting the
good work of those dedicated to creating a
brighter future, most especially BUILD.
Under the direction of Dr. Jason Kissel, the
First & Franklin Sanctuary Choir will present
Gabriel Fauré’s beloved Requiem. Renowned
Baltimore bass-baritone Robert Cantrell,
will also present solo works. The audience
will join in singing "Lift Every Voice and
Sing," and the choirs will conclude by singing
G.E. Burleigh’s powerful setting of the
spiritual, "Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land".
Following the concert, a moving art
exhibition by artist Will Brown will feature
portraits of young people who have died as a
result of violence in Baltimore. Mr. Brown is
the son of Millie Brown, founder of A
Mother’s Cry, a foundation in Baltimore that
works to bring comfort mothers who have
lost children to violence.
Thank you to all that hosted and attended.
You brought the Faith Family closer together.

Tickets, available at the door or through The
Spire Series PayPal, are a minimum of $10
per person. A freewill offering will be
accepted during the concert. All concert
proceeds will support BUILD’s program,
Turnaround Tuesday.
First & Franklin, 210 W. Madison Street,
Baltimore 21201, 410-435-4220
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Sundays 5:30 p.m. Woodmont
The results of a very unscientific poll indicate
interest in a Lenten Movie Series for the
coming season. With input from some of the
folks who have attended fairly regularly in
the past, the theme this year will be
documentary films. The movie bill, featuring
award winning films, looks like this:
March 31 Into the Arms of Strangers:
Stories of the Kindertransport - the
moving story of how Jewish children were
sent to Great Britain by their parents during
World War II to protect them from Hitler.
March 10 RBG - Critically acclaimed
documentary about the life and career of
Supreme Court Justice and cultural icon Ruth
Bader Ginsburg.

A potluck dinner will begin at 5:30 and the
movie will follow. Popcorn is permitted.

Habitat for Humanity
Habitat Workdays for the McCabe Project are
March 9, 15, 22 and 23. There is a
maximum of 5 people per day. Contact
Natalie Wallace if you can work any of the
dates. Nrew62@msn.com or 410-207-7190.
Seeking to put God’s love into action,
Habitat for Humanity brings people together
to build homes, communities, and hope.

Nominating Committee
Kay Ballard, chair
March 17 - Free Solo - Thrilling story of the
most daring rock climb of Yosemite's El
Capitan without ropes or any safety
equipment.

March 24 - 20 Feet from Stardom - Story
of the voices behind the greatest rock, pop,
and r & b hits of all time: the background
singers for legendary music stars.

As was announced at our Annual Meeting in
January, the Nominating Committee is
currently
accepting
nominations
for
members to become church officers. If you
have anyone you would like to nominate to
serve as elders or deacons, please forward
these names to Kay Ballard, Nominating
Committee Chair via cell phone 410-6080252, email at kayhballard@gmail.com, or in
person. Also, you may give the names to
Mary Speers who will forward them
appropriately. All names will be kept
confidential! The Nominating Committee will
convene in mid-March, and we appreciate
your help and support.
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Feb. 18, 2019 The New York Times

By David Brooks
Opinion Columnist
The social renaissance is happening from the
ground up.

I start with the pain. A couple times a week
I give a speech somewhere in the country
about
social
isolation
and
social
fragmentation. Very often a parent comes up
to me afterward and says, “My daughter took
her life when she was 14.” Or, “My son died
of an overdose when he was 20.”
Their eyes flood with tears. I don’t know
what to say. I squeeze a shoulder just to try
to be present with them, but the crying does
not stop. As it turns to weeping they rush out
of the auditorium and I am left with my own
futility. What can I say to these parents?
What can I say to the parents still around
who don’t yet know they may soon become
those parents?
This kind of pain is an epidemic in our
society. When you cover the sociology beat
as I do, you see other kinds of pain. The
African-American woman in Greenville who is
indignant because young black kids in her

neighborhood face injustice just as gross as
she did in 1953. The college student in the
Midwest who is convinced that she is the only
one haunted by compulsive thoughts about
her own worthlessness. The Trumpsupporting small-business man in Louisiana
who silently clenches his fists in rage as
guests at a dinner party disparage his whole
way of life.
These different kinds of pain share a
common thread: our lack of healthy
connection to each other, our inability to see
the full dignity of each other, and the
resulting culture of fear, distrust, tribalism,
shaming and strife.
On December 7, 1941, countless Americans
saw that their nation was in peril and walked
into recruiting stations. We don’t have
anything as dramatic as Pearl Harbor, but
when 47,000 Americans kill themselves
every year and 72,000 more die from drug
addiction, isn’t that a silent Pearl Harbor?
When the basic norms of decency, civility
and truthfulness are under threat, isn’t that
a silent Pearl Harbor? Aren’t we all called at
moments like these to do something extra?
My something extra was starting something
nine months ago at the Aspen Institute
called Weave: The Social Fabric Project. The
first core idea was that social isolation is the
problem underlying a lot of our other
problems. The second idea was that this
problem is being solved by people around the
country, at the local level, who are building
community and weaving the social fabric.
How can we learn from their example and
nationalize their effect?
We traveled around the country and found
them everywhere. We’d plop into big cities
like Houston and small towns like
Wilkesboro, N.C., and we’d find 25 to 100
community “Weavers” almost immediately.
This is a movement that doesn’t know it’s a
movement.
Some of them work at organizations: a vet
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Orleans; a guy who runs a boxing gym in
Appalachian Ohio where he nominally
teaches young men boxing, but really
teaches them life; a woman who was in the
process
of
leaving
the
Englewood
neighborhood in Chicago when she saw two
little girls playing with broken bottles in the
empty lot across the street. She turned to
her husband and said: We’re not moving
away from that. We’re not going to be just
another family that abandoned this place.
Many others do their weaving in the course
of everyday life — because that’s what
neighbors do. One lady in Florida said she
doesn’t have time to volunteer, but that’s
because she spends 40 hours a week looking
out for local kids and visiting sick folks in the
hospital. We go into neighborhoods and ask,
“Who is trusted here?” In one neighborhood
it was the guy who collects the fees at the
parking garage.
We’re living with the excesses of 60 years of
hyperindividualism. There’s a lot of emphasis
in our culture on personal freedom, selfinterest, self-expression, the idea that life is
an individual journey toward personal
fulfillment. You do you. But Weavers share
an ethos that puts relationship over self. We
are born into relationships, and the measure
of our life is in the quality of our
relationships. We precedes me.
Whether they live in red or blue America,
they often use the same terms and embody
the same values — deep hospitality, showing
up for people and keep showing up. They are
somewheres, not anywheres — firmly
planted in their local community. I met one
guy in Ohio who began his work by standing
in the town square with a sign: “Defend
Youngstown.”
The phrase we heard most was “the whole
person.” Whether you are a teacher, a nurse
or a neighbor, you have to see and touch the
whole person — the trauma, the insecurities
and the dreams as much as the body and the

brain.
But the trait that leaps out above all others
is “radical mutuality”: We are all completely
equal, regardless of where society ranks us.
“I am broken; I need others to survive,” an
afterschool program leader in Houston told
us. “We don’t do things for people. We don’t
do things to people. We do things with
people,” said a woman who builds
community for teenagers in New Orleans.
Being around these people has been one of
the most uplifting experiences of my life.
Obviously, it’s made me want to be more
neighborly, to be more active and intentional
in how I extend care.
But it has also changed my moral lens. I’ve
become so impatient with the politicians I
cover! They are so self-absorbed! Social
scientists tell us that selfishness is natural,
people are motivated by money, power and
status. But Weavers are not motivated by
any of these things. They want to live in right
relation with others and to serve the
community good.
Their example has shown me that we don’t
just have a sociological problem; we have a
moral problem. We all create a shared moral
ecology through the daily decisions of our
lives. When we stereotype, abuse, impugn
motives and lie about each other, we’ve
ripped the social fabric and encouraged more
ugliness. When we love across boundaries,
listen patiently, see deeply and make
someone feel known, we’ve woven it and
reinforced generosity. As Charles Péguy said,
“The revolution is moral or not at all.”
So the big question is: How do we take the
success the Weavers are having on the local
level and make it national? The Weavers are
building relationships one by one, which
takes time. Relationships do not scale.
But norms scale. If you can change the
culture, you can change behavior on a large
scale. If you can change the lens through

- 10 which people see the world, as these
Weavers have changed mine, then you can
change the way people want to be in the
world and act in the world. So that’s our job.
To shift the culture so that it emphasizes
individualism less and relationalism more.
Culture changes when a small group of
people, often on the margins of society, find
a better way to live, and other people begin
to copy them. These Weavers have found a
better way to live. We at Weave — and all of
us — need to illuminate their example,
synthesize their values so we understand
what it means to be a relationalist and not an
individualist. We need to create hubs where
these decentralized networks can come
together for solidarity and support. We need
to create a shared Weaver identity. In 1960,
few people called themselves feminists. By
1980, millions did. Just creating that social
identity and that sense of mutual purpose is
an act of great power.
I guess my ask is that you declare your own
personal declaration of interdependence and
decide to become a Weaver instead of a
ripper. This is partly about communication.
Every time you assault and stereotype a
person, you’ve ripped the social fabric. Every
time you see that person deeply and make
him or her feel known, you’ve woven it.
We also need to have faith in each other.
Right now, millions of people all over are
responding to the crisis we all feel. We in the
news media focus on Donald Trump and
don’t cover them, but they are the most
important social force in America right now.
Renewal is
building,
relationship
by
relationship, community by community. It
will spread and spread as the sparks fly
upward.
David Brooks has been a columnist with The
Times since 2003. He is the author of “The
Road to Character” and the forthcoming
book, “The Second Mountain.”
Reprinted with permission of the author
David Brooks and the New York Times.

David Brooks has been a columnist with The
Times since 2003. He is the author of “The
Road to Character” and the forthcoming
book, “The Second Mountain.”

The Commission on Spiritual Leader
Development will host a workshop on suicide
and how to develop faith communities that
companion the desperate into hope and
connection. The workshop will be held
Saturday, March 30 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. at Catonsville Presbyterian Church
(1400 Frederick Road). The fee is $15, which
covers the cost of workshop materials and
lunch.
This training is a one-day training to equip
leaders of faith communities including
pastors, paid and unpaid church workers and
those who are passionate about doing
ministry to those who are desperate due to
any type of experience with suicide. The
training includes the creation of worship
resource, training congregation members in
suicide awareness and basic conversation
skills, and the invitation to those who have
been suicidal in the past to share their
stories.
To register Soul Shop
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Book Club

March 25, 7:00 p.m.

Happy March Birthday!
3rd
14th
15th
20th
22nd
23rd
30th

Kay Ballard
Scott McGill
Isabel Aldana
Linden Seavers
Ivy Seavers
Nixon Hill
Susan Dockman
Paul Samuel
Delevena Brown
Veronica Herber

If you would like your birthday added or if it
is incorrect, please contact the church
office.

Please Keep in Your Prayers
Betty Bunce
Nan Pohl
Nancy Stutzer
Please send your prayer requests to Mary
Speers, Interim Pastor 410-435-4330,
and/or Sharon Will 410-254-6788. Prayers
are answered!

Prayer Chain & Uncuffed Ministries
As you know, Uncuffed Ministries is renting
office space from our church in the "old
fellowship hall." John Runsak, the director,
spoke about this program at an adult forum
several months ago. At that time, he spoke
of the power of prayer in the lives of the
youth he and his volunteers work with in area
detention centers. We have been added to
Uncuffed's prayer list, and we will be praying
for the volunteers and youth.
The Deacons have long maintained a prayer
chain. If you would like to be added to our
prayer chain, please speak with Susan
Minor or Sharon Will.

This short story collection Anything Is
Possible by Pulitzer Prize winner Elizabeth
Strout explores the whole range of human
emotion through the intimate dramas of
people struggling to understand themselves
and others.

Faith Communities of Baltimore
with Pride
FCBWP is sponsoring a Movie Night to
provide an opportunity for our members and
interested others for fellowship and learning
with each other at First Unitarian Church,
514 N. Charles Street. Pizza and drinks will
be provided.
RSVP to mailto:ryansettler@comcast.net
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Mary Speers invites you
to join her for
“Broadway, Our Way,”
a fund-raising showcase concert for the

New Wave Singers,

Saturday, March 30
Towson Unitarian Church
1710 Dulaney Valley Road
Lutherville, MD
Mary will have a solo song, “The Shape of Things,” by Sheldon Harnick,
sing in an all-girl a cappella octet singing “Uptown Girl” by Billy Joel,
and of course in the chorus itself.
New Wave Singers is Baltimore’s LGBTQ-and-friends chorus, And the showcase
will include solos, duets, ensembles, and the whole chorus,in songs from
Broadway—with a twist.
There will be food and drink (for a small extra donation), a silent auction, and lots
of opportunities for fun and friendship.
Doors open at 6, the entrance fee is $20,
and the party goes on until everybody goes home.
(Mary asks that if anyone from Faith wants to go and $20 is too much, let her
know, and she’ll work something out.)
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March
Sun

3
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship

10
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
Noon – WM
Church Growth
5:30PM – WM
Lenten Movies
Daylight
Savings
Begins
17
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
5:30PM – WM
Lenten Movies

24
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
5:30PM – WM
Lenten Movies

31

Mon

4

Tue

Thu

Fri
1

8

Sat
2

6
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study
2:30PM – CH
Chapel

7
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM-WB
Bells
7:30PM-CR
Choir

12

13
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study
2:30PM – CH
Chapel

14
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM-WB
Bells
7:30PM-CR
Choir

15
Habitat
Workday

16

18
7:00PM – WB
Session

19

20
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study
2:30PM – CH
Chapel

21
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM-WB
Bells
7:30PM-CR
Choir

22
Habitat
Workday

23
Habitat
Workday

25
7:00PM – OC
Book Club

26

27
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study
2:30PM – CH
Chapel

28
29
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
6:30PM-WB
Bells
7:30PM-CR
Locations
Choir
ST – Sanctuary
WB – Woodbourne Room
WM – Woodmont Room
FH – Fellowship Hall
OC – Off Campus

11

5
7:00PM-WB
Deacons

Wed

9
Habitat
Workday

30

