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THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 
Words of Welcome and Announcements     Rev. Mary B. Speers 
 
Prelude Were You There? setting Calvin Taylor 
 (b. 1948) 
 
Opening Words  
 
 

The lights are extinguished, for the scene to be changed 
With a hollow rumble of wings, with a movement of darkness on darkness, 
And we know that the hills and the trees, the distant panorama 
And the bold imposing façade are all being rolled away - 
I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope 
For hope would be hope for the wrong thing; wait without love, 
For love would be love of the wrong thing; there is yet faith 
But the faith and the love and the hope are all in the waiting. 
So the darkness shall be the light, and the stillness the dancing. 

 ~T. S. Eliot 
 
*Hymn 817 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight DUNLAP’S CREEK 

 
The Invocation and Prayer of Confession  
 

One: Let us pray. Oh God, this is a night filled with memory and hope. Let us 
remember. 

All: And so we remember that we are made of clay, molded in your 
image. 

One: We think about yesterday and sigh, and we are anxious about tomorrow. 
All: May your presence fill the room, remove the guilt of yesterday, 

and give us purpose for tomorrow. Remind us again that we are 
accepted. 

One: Make our acceptance of ourselves and each other complete, through 
Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
Communion Meditation  Rev. Speers 
 
Hymn 517 Here, O Our Lord, We See You MORECOMBE 
 
Invitation 
 

Long ago the companions of Jesus went with him into Jerusalem. Among them 
were Thomas, a man  given to grave doubts; Mary, a woman who longed for a 
happy ending; Peter, who had trouble facing himself; and Judas, whose 
bitterness about not being in charge was growing day by day. Sensing danger 
everywhere, they listened anxiously as Jesus spoke about generosity, 
abundance, sorrow, and love. In our times, we are still alert to danger, and as 
confused as they.  Jesus is as hard to understand now as then.  We also waver 
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and try to find a way out. Aware of our limits, and of Jesus’s strength, we come 
to this table, knowing hard times are at hand and opening our hands to God, 
who gives us what we need in our times. 

 
Words of Institution 
 
Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 
Prayer 
 

One: In the end, as in the beginning, God is God:  loved by us with the gifts of 
the Spirit, making us whole for the good of the earth, for bread and wine, 
this place and time, thanks be to God.  For the hope of peace on earth 
and the final song of joy, thanks be to God. 

All: Amen. 
 
The Chancel Choir When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Hal H. Hopson 
 (b. 1933) 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, my richest 
gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. Forbid it, Lord, that I 
should boast, save in the death of Christ my God, all the vain things that charm 
me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns 
compose so rich a crown? Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a 
present far too small; love so amazing, so divine, demands my life, my all. 

 
THE SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 

 
The Shadow of Betrayal  Chandra Jackson 
 

That evening he took his place at the table with the twelve disciples. As they 
were eating he said, “I assure you that one of you will betray me.” Deeply 
saddened, each one said to him, “I’m not the one, am I, Lord?”  He replied, “The 
one who will betray me is the one who dips his hand with me into this bowl.” 
Now Judas, who would betray him, replied, “It’s not me, is it, Rabbi?” Jesus 
answered, “You have said so.” ~ Matthew 26:20-23, 25 

first candle is extinguished 
 
Hymn 228 Were You There - 1st Stanza WERE YOU THERE 

see back page 
The Shadow of Desertion  Bobby Hall 

 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Tonight you will all fall away because of me. 
This is because it is written, I will hit the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock 
will go off in all directions. But after I’m raised up, I’ll go before you to Galilee.” 
Peter replied, “If everyone else stumbles because of you, I’ll never stumble.”  
Jesus said to him, “I assure you that, before the rooster crows tonight, you will 
deny me three times.” ~Matthew 26:31-34 

second candle is extinguished 
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Hymn 228 Were You There - 2nd Stanza WERE YOU THERE 
 
The Arrest in the Garden Rev. Bill Millen 
 

While Jesus was still speaking, a crowd appeared, and the one called Judas, one 
of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him. Jesus said to 
him, “Judas, would you betray the Human One with a kiss?” 
 

When those around him recognized what was about to happen, they said, “Lord, 
should we fight with our swords?” One of them struck the high priest’s servant, 
cutting off his right ear. Jesus responded, “Stop! No more of this!” He touched 
the slave’s ear and healed him. 
 

Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the 
elders who had come to get him, “Have you come with swords and clubs to 
arrest me, as though I were a thief? Day after day, I was with you in the 
temple, but you didn’t arrest me. But this is your time, when darkness rules.” 
 

After they arrested Jesus, they led him away and brought him to the high 
priest’s house. Peter followed from a distance. When they lit a fire in the middle 
of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a servant 
woman saw him sitting in the firelight. She stared at him and said, “This man 
was with him too.” But Peter denied it, saying, “Woman, I don’t know him!” A 
little while later, someone else saw him and said, “You are one of them too.” But 
Peter said, “Man, I’m not!” An hour or so later, someone else insisted, “This man 
must have been with him, because he is a Galilean too.” 
 

Peter responded, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about!” At that very 
moment, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. ~ Luke 22:47-60 

third candle is extinguished 
 
Hymn 228 Were You There - 3rd Stanza WERE YOU THERE 
 
Pilate’s House  David Meyers 
 

Then Pilate had Jesus taken and whipped. The soldiers twisted together a crown 
of thorns and put it on his head, and dressed him in a purple robe. Over and 
over they went up to him and said, “Greetings, king of the Jews!” And they 
slapped him in the face. 
 

He went back into the residence and spoke to Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
Jesus didn’t answer. So Pilate said, “You won’t speak to me? Don’t you know 
that I have authority to release you and also to crucify you?” Jesus replied, “You 
would  have  no  authority over  me  if it  had  not  been  given  to  you  from  above. 
That’s why the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 
 

Carrying his cross by himself, he went out to a place called Skull Place (in 
Aramaic, Golgotha). That’s where they crucified him – and two others with him, 
one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a public notice written and 
posted on the cross. It read “Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.” Many of 
the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 
city and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. ~ John 19:1-3, 9-11, 17-20 

fourth candle is extinguished 
 
Hymn 228 Were You There - 4th Stanza WERE YOU THERE 
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What the Soldiers Did  Ron Sperling 
  

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and his sandals, and 
divided them into four shares, one for each soldier. His shirt was seamless, 
woven as one piece from the top to the bottom. They said to each other, “Let’s 
not tear it. Let’s cast lots to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill the scripture, 
“They divided my clothes among themselves, and they cast lots for my 
clothing.” That’s what the soldiers did. 
 

Jesus’s mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene stood near the cross. ~ John 19:23-25 

 
The Lonely City  Jay Chalfant 
 

Oh, no! She sits alone, the city that was once full of people. Once great among 
nations, she has become like a widow. Once a queen over provinces, she has 
become a slave. She weeps bitterly in the night, her tears on her cheek. None of 
her lovers comfort her. All her friends lied to her; they have become her 
enemies. 
 

All her people are groaning, seeking bread. They give up their most precious 
things for food to survive. “Lord, look and take notice: I am most certainly 
despised.” Is this nothing to all you who pass by? Look around:          Is there any 
suffering like the suffering inflicted on me, the grief that the Lord caused on the 
day of his fierce anger?  ~ Lamentations 1:1-2, 11-12 

fifth & sixth candles are extinguished 
 
Hymn 228 Were You There - 5th Stanza WERE YOU THERE 
 

 
The Women at the Cross  Mary Hodgson 
 

Jesus’s mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene stood near the cross. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your 
son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that time on, 
this disciple took her into his home.  ~ John 19:25-27 
 

The Word was God Neil Nemser 
 
In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was 
God. The Word was with God in the beginning. Everything came into being 
through the Word, and without the Word, nothing came into being. What came 
into being through the Word was life, and the life was the light for all people. 
But those who did welcome him, those who believed in his name, he authorized 
to become God’s children. ~ John 1:1-4, 12 

seventh & eighth candles are extinguished 
 
 (b. 1959) 
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