
 

 
 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
 

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
 

May 19, 2019 
10:45 a.m. 

 
Welcome to Faith Church; we are glad you are here. 

Childcare for infants and preschoolers is provided all morning in the nursery, 
the second room on the right through the door by the pulpit.  

Children attending Church School will be escorted 
by teachers to class following “Time with Faith Kids.” 

Faith Presbyterian Church 
5400 Loch Raven Blvd. 

faithchurchbalt@gmail.com 
410-435-4330  
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THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

The candle is lighted as a prayer for peace. 
 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Mary Barrett Speers 
 
Minute for Mission Susan Minor 
 
Prelude Blessed Jesus at Thy Word Johann Sebastian Bach 
 (b. 1927) 
*Please rise in body or in spirit; unison parts are in bold. 
 

*Call to Worship Mozella Williams 
 
One: All that you have made, give thanks to you, O Lord  
All: And all your faithful bless you. 
One: The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed 

down. 
All: You open your hand, O Lord. You satisfy the desire of every living 

thing. ~ from Psalm 145 
 

*Hymn 395 Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word LIEBSTER JESU 
 
Prayer for Reconciliation 
 

Eternal God, creator of the world and giver of all good, we thank you for 
this our home; for the earth, home to all your children; and for the gift 
of life. We thank you that in Jesus you have already freed us from 
bondage, and yet we still need you in our weakness and our fears. We 
still fail each day to live as you call us to live, let alone to be the 
apostles you want us to be. Show us the way, give us courage, and free 
us to be all you created us to be, through the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we are pledged and in 
whose strong name we pray. Amen. 

moment of silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

One: …Friends, believe in the good news of the Gospel: 
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

Sung Response 236 

 
 

*The Peace of Christ 
 
One: The peace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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TO PROCLAIM AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD 
 
Time with Faith Kids 
 
Sung Prayer for Illumination 

Hymn 817 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight DUNLAP’S CREEK 
 

We walk by faith and not by sight; 
with gracious words draw near, 

O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke: 
“My peace be with you here.” 

 
Lesson Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 page 118 

One:  This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
Sermon “Over My Head” Rev. Speers 
 

*Hymn Over My Head Traditional Spiritual 

 
Prayers of the People  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

 
Our Father in Heaven hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. 
 

OFFERING 
 

Offertory Anthem Alleluia William Boyce 
 (1711-1779) 
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*Doxology 609  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures high, and low. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

*Dedication of Self & Substance  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness we have 
these gifts to share.  Accept and use our offerings, of our substance and 
ourselves, so transforming us, and through us, the world you so love, 
that all the earth shall cry Glory! through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
TO GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 
*Hymn 721 Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore PESCADOR DE HOMBRES 
 
*Charge to the Congregation and Benediction 
 
Postlude Paraphrase on Ode to Joy Ludwig Van Beethoven 
 (1770-1820) 

 
FAITH  FAMILY  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Congregational Nominating Committee Update 

It’s Election Sunday! There will be a congregational meeting immediately after 
worship in the sanctuary today. Thank you for being here to elect our Faith Church 
officers and its Congregational Nominating Committee. We are truly grateful for 
their enthusiasm to serve our church during this very important time in the life and 
future of Faith. 
 
Note: The nominations for the PNC-Pastor Nominating Committee will officially close 
today. Thank you, all, for your thoughtful input! 
 
Forming the PNC-Pastor Nominating Committee- The Congregational Nominating 
Committee will begin meeting later this week to begin the necessary steps in the 
process of selecting the “PNC” for Faith Church. As you know, it is an incredibly 
important endeavor and it will take time to “Get It Right” and we must "Get It Right" 
for Faith Church. 
 
We will work diligently and compassionately, as we strive to do God’s work, and we 
will humbly and graciously pray without ceasing that the Holy Spirit will guide us, 
and lead us in making the best decision possible for this church family. 
 
Thank you for your patience, prayers, support, and understanding as we embark on 
this special journey of Faith. Kay Ballard, Nominating Committee Chair 

 
It Is Said That Cats Can See in The Dark, But This CAT Can’t 

To be honest, we don’t know if you have completed the CAT or not because each 
person’s answers are anonymous. But, if you haven’t already, please shed some 
light on your experiences at Faith Church. It will only take about 30 minutes. The 
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survey closes on May 23. PLEASE DON’T KEEP US IN THE DARK! If you need a paper 
copy, please let the church office know. 
 
Some things to keep in mind: if your computer is set to go to sleep and it does, you 
will not be able to continue with the survey. For questions that ask you to rank from 
Most to Least, prioritize Most and Least first, and then work your way through the 
others to complete. You may want to have paper and a pencil. 
 

Annual Block Party 
The annual block party for our neighborhood is scheduled for Wednesday, May 29, 
5:30-7:30 pm. We're looking for volunteers to help with this event. Please let Bill 
Millen, Paula Burger, Robin Nesbitt, or Judy Sperling know of your willingness to 
assist in making this community tradition at Faith a success. 

 
Adult Forum 9:15 a.m. Woodmont Room 
Creation & Re-Creation During the month of May, Faith Church members will present 
a series on their leisure time activities and address the satisfactions, as well as 
frustrations, that they bring. On Sundays at 9:15am, you'll get to vicariously 
experience new hobbies! 

May 26: Gardening with Pat Nesbitt and Karen Meyers; Dragon Boat Racing with 
Chandra Jackson. 
 

Habitat Workdays 
Habitat Workdays are May 24, June 1, 7, and 22. There is a maximum of 5 people 
per day. Contact Natalie Wallace if you can work any of the dates. 
Nrew62@msn.com or 410-207-7190. Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat 
for Humanity brings people together to build homes, communities, and hope. 

 
Book Club Monday June 1 7:00, at the Nesbitts 

The next Book Club will meet on June 1 to discuss Becoming. It is the memoir of 
former First Lady Michelle Obama published in 2018. Described by the author as 
a deeply personal experience, the book talks about her roots and how she found her 
voice, as well as her time in the White House, her public health campaign, and her 
role as a mother. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Oranges, Apples, Bananas, Lemons! 
Fresh fruit is more than scarce at the CARES pantry, so the Deacons have decided 
to use money donated to CARES to purchase produce every week to be delivered to 
the pantry. If you would like to help extend this effort, you can donate to the pantry 
by using a pew envelope marked for the CARES pantry. And your donations of non-
perishable food are always welcome. Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

Memorial Service for Tim Scheck 
Faith family and friends will celebrate the life of Tim Scheck on Wednesday, June 12 
at 5:00 p.m. A brief reception will follow. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to the Huntington’s Disease Center at Johns Hopkins or to Faith Church. 
 

Yoga at Faith Wednesdays 2:00-3:15 The Chapel 
Gentle Yoga class is led by certified instructor, Leanora Eubanks. All are welcome, 
experienced or new to yoga. $40/4 sessions or $12.50/drop in. For more 
information call the church office 410-435-4330. 
 

Joys and Concerns may be written before the service in a book in the narthex. The 
book will be brought to the minister before the prayer. 
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Please pray for our homebound members: 
Betty Bunce Nan Pohl  Nancy Stutzer  

 
Faith Presbyterian Church’s Ministry 

 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Mary B. Speers – 443-893-3717, maryfaithchurchbalt@gmail.com 

Parish Associate:  The Rev. Doris Cowan - 410-444-4731, dw.cowan@verizon.net 
Parish Associate:  The Rev. William R. Millen - 443-632-6047, bill.millen@comcast.net 

Minister of Music:  Dr. Samuel Springer - 410-483-0808, widor1@yahoo.com 
 

Slate of Nominated Church Officers 
 

Kay Ballard, chair 
Appointed by Session 

 
Deacons 

 
Leanora Eubanks 
Leanora joined Faith Presbyterian Church with her sister & father in 1993. Faith has 
been instrumental in her spiritual growth from middle school through adulthood. Bible 
study, Confirmation, youth leadership and mission trips deepened her connection with 
God and encouraged self-confidence and meaningful friendships. Her involvement with 
the youth group influenced her choice to attend a Christian college, Eastern University, 
where she earned her B.A. in Urban Studies. Since 2008, she has enjoyed sharing 
God's message of compassion and kindness through teaching therapeutic yoga. She 
specializes in adapting yoga practices to a variety of ages, abilities & communities. Her 
work at The Retreat at Sheppard Pratt Hospital empowers patients with yoga 
techniques for mental health. She offers Yoga classes at Baltimore Yoga Village, Faith 
Church, the Vibrate Higher Collective and particularly enjoys sharing yoga with young 
adults on the Autism Spectrum. Leanora also holds an Occupational Therapy Assistant 
degree from the Community College of Baltimore County and has ten years of 
experience in experiential education as an Outward Bound instructor. 
 
Lauren Hill 
A native of Lancaster, PA, Lauren has always loved travel, language, and service to 
others. She has been fortunate to combine these interests while working in the field of 
International Education. Lauren received Bachelor's and Master's degrees in 
Architecture and Urban Planning and subsequently earned a Master of Arts in 
Intercultural Communication and a Certificate in Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages. Although all of Lauren's family are currently in North Carolina, she enjoys 
living in Baltimore with her husband, Nikolas and son, Nixon. 
 
Mary Hodgson 
Mary was born in Washington, D.C. and grew up in rural Charles County, Maryland. She 
attended and was baptized at the only church that was within walking distance of her 
home. One summer, while she was still in high school, Mary was asked to teach a group 
of young children during Vacation Bible School. This experience was so enjoyable that it 
led her to become a teacher. Mary is a graduate of Morgan State University where she 
majored in French and Spanish. She retired twice from Baltimore County after teaching 
for more than forty years. Mary is the divorced mother of one son and grandmother to 
his two adult children. Music is one of her favorite pastimes. She joined the a cappella 
choir in high school and has been a member of several church choirs since. Mary is 
currently a member of the choir at Faith and The Douglas Singers. 
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Ileana Martinez-Castillo 
Ileana grew up in New York City after arriving with her family from Cuba at the age of 
three. In New York, she was a chemistry technologist for Cabrini Medical Center, a 
paralegal at Legal Aid and The Children’s Rights Society. She later went to culinary arts 
school to become a chef. Ileana became a paralegal for the Maryland Disability Law 
Center where she specialized in Special Education Law. Through her job networking, 
she became heavily involved in helping the Latino community and started Latino 
Providers Network. Ileana and her husband had their own construction company; she 
would design and her husband would renovate. Ileana volunteers at the McCabe Camp, 
Block Party, and a few years back she orchestrated our Faith Church benefit for 
survivors of the hurricane in Puerto Rico and the earthquake in Haiti. 
 
Robin Nemser 
Robin is a very happily retired special educator and is thrilled to have more time to 
devote to Faith. She has been a member of Faith Presbyterian Church since 1982. She 
was a member of the Adult Choir for over 30 years. She has served on Session for 
several terms and is now a member of the Deacons. Robin has chaired the Worship & 
Arts and currently serves on the committee. Robin's greatest love is the children of 
Faith Church. She is the chairperson of the Christian Education and enjoys teaching 
Sunday School and working with the other volunteer teachers. She has led the children 
musically, forming a Children's Choir a few years ago. Robin was very excited to bring 
Krislund's traveling day camp to Faith in 2017 and 2018 where children from the church 
and the neighborhood participated in the camp program. 
 
Hannah Pope 
Hannah currently works at the Odyssey in the Development Office. She has been a 
member of this church for about 15 years. Hannah says the coolest part about growing 
up at Faith was going from a member of the youth group to leading the youth group as 
an adult. Her favorite things to do include discovering parts of this city and state that 
she did not know about and traveling. 

 
Session 

 
Paula Burger 
Paula was raised in Ohio and earned her undergraduate and master’s degrees at Duke 
University, and her Ph.D. in Political Science at Johns Hopkins. She is retired from a 
career as an academic administrator at both of her alma maters and is enjoying the 
freedom to travel and to spend time at Bald Head Island, NC. Her engagement with 
Faith over the past fifteen years has included previous terms as an Elder and service on 
the Church Growth Committee, Adult Forum planning, the Social and Environmental 
Justice Committee, regular participation in the Thursday Work Crew (trash collection is 
her specialty), involvement in Book Club, and distinction as Yard Sale Chairwoman 
emerita. She now chairs the Human Resources Committee. She and her husband Peter 
have one daughter, Elizabeth, who lives in Annapolis. 
 
Andy Fuller 
Andrew has lived and worked in Baltimore since 2012. He works for Elan Financial 
Services, a subsidiary of U. S. Bancorp based in Minneapolis, MN. Andy has worked on 
various committees for Faith including Church Growth and Church Website Re-design. 
He also oversees the operation of Faith’s sound system. 
 
Neil Nemser 
Neil and his family joined Faith Church, in the early 1980’s. His love of music drew him 
to the choir which naturally involved him in the worship life of our congregation. His 
service over the years has included multiple terms on Session, service as church 
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treasurer, Fiscal Planning member and chair, chair of the old Day Care Committee, and 
right up to current service as Trust Officer. Neil and his family have been involved in 
youth activities, Sunday School, church musicals, block parties, and care days. “I guess 
time flies when you’re having fun. 38 years goes by in a flash.” 
 
Vivian Slacum 
Vivian has been a member of Faith Presbyterian Church for about 25 years. During this 
time, she has served as an Elder and is currently a member of the choir. Vivian’s 
hobbies are knitting, needlepoint, and embroidery. Her passion is playing the organ. 
 
Charleen Witherspoon 
Charleen is the “Head Usher” at Faith Church. She is the main greeter, identifies people 
visiting, answers questions, and organizes the people who collect the offering every 
Sunday. In addition, her “front of house” work every Sunday, Charleen collects food 
and other donations and delivers them to shelters, seniors’ homes, and families around 
the city. After 20 years as a manager at IBM, she didn’t stop at retirement, but gave 
her life over to compassionate ministry. The Veterans Administration honored her with 
an award for over 3,600 hours of volunteer service. Charleen is a quilter in her quiet 
hours, loves to walk, and has traveled extensively to see many exhibits. She cares for 
her elderly mother and two cats, Sweetpea and Sylvester. 
 

Nominating Committee 
Members at Large 

 
Susan Groff Johnston 
Susan is a retired English teacher, having taught most recently in the Middle School at 
Friends School of Baltimore and as an adjunct at the University of Baltimore. She has a 
B.A. degree in English and M.A. in religion (New Testament and Early Christianity) both 
from Miami University. Susan has been a member of Faith for 19 years, where she has 
served on Session and the Christian Education committee and sings in the choir. She 
and her husband Lew live in Jacksonville. 
 
David G. Meyers 
As far back as 1938, David, a long-living, life-long Presbyterian, can recall sitting with 
his grandmother who never missed a Sunday service. When he was knee high to a 
grasshopper, David started singing in the choir and joined many a church choir over the 
years because sacred music for him was the best part of the service. David has served 
on the Session of two Presbyterian churches, and was on the search committee at 
Second Presbyterian Church. He feels that a church fortunate enough to have a pastor 
who, in addition to the many daily duties serving us all, gives an inspiring sermon that 
has relevance to this world in which we are living is a blessing. This is why he and his 
wife Karen joined Faith Presbyterian Church. 
 
Krista Wallace 
Krista is a proud Baltimore native who has always aspired to positively impact the lives 
of children and young adults. She attended Baltimore City College High school and then 
went to Howard University in Washington D.C. earning a degree in Human 
Development. You can catch Krista listening to anything from jazz to hip-hop to 
classical music. She also loves to read, shop, play board games, and learn about 
different cultures. Krista has been attending Faith for over 20 years and loves it! 


