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Dear Faith Family, 
 
It’s September already! Welcome back to your spirit’s home! 
 
While we have all been re-creating, enjoying the summer, God 
(through several of your Faithful committees) has been at work, 
getting ready for the September surge.  
 
Worship on Labor Day Sunday, September 1, will include a by-
request hymn sing. We’ll be in the chapel so we can hear and 
sing better, and Samuel will play Randy’s piano for our singing. 
It’s a communion Sunday as well. 
 
Sunday, September 8 is our Welcome Home service. This year 
it’s a special service in the round in Fellowship Hall, in the style 
of the Iona Community, based on the creation-centered writings 
of Julian of Norwich (14c), followed by a potluck luncheon to be 
eaten indoors or out, depending on the weather. Mike Shirey, 
who won’t be able to organize the band this year (he’s co-chair 
of the PNC so we forgive him) will play and sing “On Eagles’ 
Wings” and we’ll all join in the refrain. 
 
Choir sings for the first time on Sunday, September 15, with its 
first rehearsal of the year on Thursday, September 12. They’ll 
begin with a short rehearsal followed by planning and fellowship 
over dessert and beverages; please bring a dessert to share.  
 
If you do like to sing but don’t feel you can commit to the choir 
every week, or if you don’t really sing but love to ring bells, please 
come to the planning party! There are several opportunities to 
make music for Christmas and Easter, and in special events 
throughout the year. Make yourself known! 
 
September 15 is also the first day of Sunday school!  
 
In worship our youth will sing “Let a Little Light” by Grace Pettis, 
before going to their classrooms. Parents should have already 
received your registration packets from Christian Education chair 
Robin Nemser. Please let her know if you have a neighbor or 
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WORSHIP 
 
Sundays at 10:45 
 
Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 1 

Colossians 3:12-17 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Hymn Sing in the Chapel 
 
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 8 

Luke 12:22-27 
Welcome Home Sunday, worship in the 
round and picnic in Fellowship Hall 
 
Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 15 

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 

Choir Returns to Worship 
 
Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 22 

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
Psalm 79:1-9 
1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16: 1-13 
 

Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 29 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16: 19-31 

 

school friend whose parents are interested 
and need an additional packet. 
 
Adult Forum begins at 9:15 September 15 as 
well. Audrey Trapp will give a show-and-tell 
of highlights from Big Tent this summer, 
including our PCUSA action downtown in 
solidarity with Baltimore Cease Fire.  
 
On Sunday, September 22, we’ll meet Jovan 
Custis, Community School Director for our 
neighbor, the Walter P. Carter School. For 
those of you who attended our BUILD 
planning session after church last spring, the 
idea for our new partnership with Walter P. 
Carter was born there, and the school is 
excited about how we can grow together in 
the future. 
 
September also feels like “back to school” 
even for grownups, so with the Jewish New 
Year on Sunday, September 29. we’ll start all 
over “In the Beginning.” We’ll welcome our 
friend Rev Jack Hodges to lead us in a five-
week study of the Book of Genesis! This will 
continue throughout October—please see 
inside this VoF for more information.   
 
Adult midweek Bible study will resume on 
Wednesday, September 18, 11am-noon. 
 
Finally, several of you have been wondering 
the exact time of Marge Turner’s memorial 
on Saturday, September 21. It will be at 
11:00 a.m. The family invites you to a repast 
in Fellowship Hall after the service. 
 
Blessings, Mary 
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2nd-5th grade class includes Bennett 
Seaver, Lyndon Seaver, Jaileel 
Tomlinson, Carly Burd, Melvin Godsy and 
Lejion Lemon. Our largest group is our 6th-
12th Youth Group, which is made up of 
Isabel Aldana, Gabriella Anthony, 
Renatta Anthony, William Brown, James 
Herber, Veronica Herber, Isabella Hills, 
Peyton Lemon, Ryan Means, and Hudson 
Seaver. If I failed to name someone, PLEASE 
let me know!!  

 
We would love to see these classes expand, 
so invite friends, cousins, neighbors, etc. to 
our church school each week. All are 
welcome.  
 
Sunday School Teachers Needed 
 
Please consider sharing your time and talents 
with our church school children during this 
church year. We will continue to utilize the 
Whole People of God Curriculum, which is 
very user friendly! Please talk to Robin 
Nemser to sign up for a few Sundays.  
 
This year, we are asking all church school 
teachers to complete a small packet of forms 
for our records. Each teacher will receive a 
copy of Faith Presbyterian Church Sexual 
Misconduct Prevention Policy and Procedures 
to review. They will then be asked to sign the 
“Receipt of Sexual Misconduct Policy”, and a 
“Faith Church Volunteer Questionnaire”. See 
Robin Nemser for the forms if you have not 
yet received a copy. 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Robin Nemser, chair 
 
Adult Forum 
Sundays at 9:15 in Woodmont Room 
 
Fall into Adult Forum 
 
The Christian Education Committee would 
like to invite you to turn over a new leaf and 
make it a habit to attend Sundays’ Adult 
Forum from 9:15 to 10:15 each week. The 
committee has tried to plan both spiritual 
and educational sessions which will grow 
your faith and increase your awareness of 
community and world issues. September and 
October promise to be rewarding.  
 
We start the year’s program on September 
15 with a presentation from Audrey Trapp 
about “The Big Tent”, an introduction to 
General Assembly meeting here in Baltimore 
in 2020. On the 22nd, Jovan Custis, 
Community School Director, will be joining us 
to discuss our partnership with the Walter B. 
Carter School.  
 
From Sept. 29 through Oct. 27, the Rev. 
Jack Hodges will be sharing a program, Five 
Stories that Define Us from the book of 
Genesis. The congregation has enjoyed his 
sermons this summer, so we look forward to 
his Bible study.  
 
It’s worth getting up a little earlier on Sunday 
mornings to share a cup of coffee with 
friends and grow as a Christian. See you in 
the Woodmont Room on September 15! 
 
Church School Enrollment 
 
Faith Church has a wonderful group of 
children that we will be ministering to this 
year. When you see the kids, please greet 
them and introduce yourself if they don’t yet 
know you. They will surely brighten your day.  
Our pre-k - 1st grade class consists of Nixon 
Hill, Campbell Burd and Ivy Seaver. The 
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Wednesdays Bible Study 
11:00 a.m. in Woodbourne Room 
 
Beginning September 18, join Faith every 
Wednesday for a lively discussion of Sundays 
upcoming lesson. No preparation is required. 
 
WORSHIP & ARTS 
Judy Sperling and Marilyn Valentine, co-chairs 
 
Worship & Arts continued to work during 
summer although our regular meetings were 
not held. Instead tasks were completed in a 
more casual manner via email or brief 
meetings held following church on our feet or 
seated on the chancel steps. Liturgists were 
recruited, banners were hung, communion 
was prepared and served and visiting pastors 
were welcomed. 
 

 
 
The choir was given a summer break, but 
one special Sunday, July 21, Neil Nemser 
sang a solo, When the Poor Ones, during the 
offering. When our Minister of Music, Dr. 
Samuel Springer, was away for two 
Sundays Vivian Slacum and Marilyn 
Valentine shared the responsibility of 
service music on the organ as well playing a 
piano solo during the offering. Thank you.  
 
The summer season ends on September 1 
with a Hymn Sing in the Chapel. Welcome 
Home Sunday marks the beginning of the 
new church year. Everyone is invited to join 
together on September 8 in the fellowship 

hall where a special worship service in the 
round will be held featuring special music by 
Mike Shirey and followed by a Potluck 
Picnic. Hotdogs and beverage will be 
provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert 
to share. Nature lovers are asked to bring 
picnic blankets and/or chairs if you prefer to 
enjoy the picnic lunch outdoors.  
 
Mark your calendar with these important 
dates: 
 
Church School and Adult Forum begin on 
September 15. 
 
Choir Rehearsal at 7:30 on September 12 
followed by dessert and coffee  
 
Choir Returns to Worship the following 
Sunday, September 15. 
 
DEACONS 
Susan Minor, moderator 
 
The Deacons next meeting is Tuesday, 
September 10 at 7:00 in Woodbourne Room. 
 
Harford House Game Night 

 
A big thank you to all faithful Faith members 
and friends who made possible the fun game 
night.  
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We played Jenga, Sorry, Chess, and Skip Bo 
with the residents of Harford House. All of us 
enjoyed a great meal from Mission BBQ. 
Thanks to everyone who contributed so 
generously throughout the year to make 
these events possible. 
 
Habitat Workdays 
 
The Workdays are in! If you would like to get 
dirty, have fun, and make a difference, 
volunteer! The limit is 10 people per day. 
Upcoming dates are September 21; 
October 5, 19, 26. Call or text Natalie 
Wallace. 
 
Woodbourne McCabe Camp 
 

 
Volunteers from Faith, Govans Presbyterian, 
and Olympia, Washington, had an 
exhilarating experience leading 30-40 
youths, ages 5-12, at Alhambra park during 
the week of July 15-19.Taking the last day 
off because of the heat, we interacted with 
the youth with movement and board games, 

reading, various art projects, music, and 
natural science. Thanks to all the Faith 
community who gave their support. 

 
 
Social and Environmental Justice 
Karen Meyers, chair 
 
The SEJ next meeting in September 29 
following worship is in Woodmont Room.   
 
Prayers of Public Witness for the 
Lives Lost in Baltimore 
August 3, 2019 by Leslie Scanlon  
 
BALTIMORE – Day after day, the news 
reports flow in: another shooting on a street 
corner, in an alley, in some kind of dispute, 
many of the victims young and people of 
color. 
 
The group Baltimore Ceasefire has been 
holding prayer marches for the past two 
years, calling for an end to death in the city 
by gunfire. 
 
On Aug. 2, Presbyterians attending Big Tent 
– including Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri and 



- 6 - 
  

Cindy Kohlmann, co-moderators of the 2018 
General Assembly – joined with people of 
faith to stand in the streets of Baltimore, 
stopping periodically to pray for particular 
people who have lost their lives recently in 
gun violence in the city. 
 

 
 
The prayer march was part of the public 
witness of Baltimore Ceasefire, which has 
held these walks quarterly for the past two 
years. There is a hope that a movement of 
nonviolence and of honoring the sacredness 
of life can rise up from the people. 
 

 
 
Wearing blue t-shirts for visibility and 
solidarity, Presbyterians walked and listened 
and prayed and lamented. J. Herbert Nelson, 
stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), spoke of divisions between haves-
and-have-nots, of the despair that comes 
when the lives of some residents don’t seem 
to hold value. He wants public witness and 
service to be part of what happens when 
Presbyterians gather in a city, done in 
partnership with local congregations and 
partners from the community. 

So, they gathered this night to walk and 
pray, to offer witness to individual lives lost 
and call for peace. They’ll be back to speak 
and witness and partner again when General 
Assembly meets in Baltimore June 20-27, 
2020. 

 
J. Herbert Nelson, stated clerk of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), stands with 
the co-moderators and others during an hour 
of witness and prayer. 
 
Reprinted with permission from Presbyterian 
Outlook. All photos by Jen Jones. 
 
 
PLANT & PROPERTY 
Mike Shirey, chair 
 
Most importantly, right off the bat, may we 
all be reminded that, if not for a dedicated 
group of volunteers who meet every 
Thursday morning, the building and property 
that is the physical home of Faith would be 
in shambles. Our parish administrator’s 
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New Pastor Call Process Update 
Karen Burd and Mike Shirey, co-chairs 
 
Acronyms/terms:  
1. PNC: Pastor (or Pulpit) Nominating 

Committee – a committee of the 
congregation elected to conduct the 
search for a church’s next called pastor. 
In our situation the committee is made up 
of eight members including Karen Burd, 
Paula Burger, Neil Nemser, Pat 
Nesbitt, Mike Shirey, Judy Sperling, 
Natalie Wallace, and Mozella 
Williams. 

2. COM: Commission on Ministry – from 
www.baltimorepresbytery.org website 
“The COM seeks to care for both clergy 
and churches within the Presbytery by 
providing a full range of support 
resources.” Melissa Hildebrandt is our 
COM liaison and is helping the PNC 
through the process. 

3. MIF: Ministry Information Form – a 
“snapshot” of our church compiled from 
our mission statement and information 
gathered from the “Holy Cow” survey 
which als  includes a description of the 
kind of person for whom we are 
searching to be the next pastor. 

4. PIF: Pastor (or Personal) 
Information Form – a prospective 
pastor’s version of the MIF – kind of a 
resume as it were. 

5. CLC: Church Leadership Connection 
– a website to which MIFs and PIFs are 
uploaded for algorithm-based “matching” 
of prospective candidates and searching 
congregations, but it isalso a resource 
for pastors and congregations to search 
for prospective candidates that lie 
outside of the algorithm results.  

Faith Presbyterian Church’s PNC has been 
hard at work. We have six meetings under 

eagle eyes for repairs that need attention is 
vitally important. For them a grand 
“Huzzah!” 

  
In the past several months our boiler has 
been serviced; a fire door has been installed 
outside the boiler room; a boat has been 
removed from the parking lot; and the other 
dozen or so things that have our plant and 
property budget past the point of breaking. 
We are fortunate to have the fiscal managers 
we do and people on hand to take care of 
many things we would have to otherwise pay 
for. For a building that has been around since 
the 1950’s with a membership well below 
1950’s levels we do OK. 

  
Fall is upon us, so be on the lookout for two 
Faith Care Days over the next few months. 
We always have plenty to do whether inside 
or outside. 
 



- 8 - 
 
  
our belt 70% of which were spent 
wordsmithing the elements of the MIF. Faith 
has more than its fair portion of members 
who can wield a pen/keyboard with great 
aplomb!  
 
On August 19, Session approved the MIF in 
principle and after final revisions, the MIF is 
ready to be submitted to Baltimore 
Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry. 
Presuming COM’s approval and signature, we 
hope to be able to upload our MIF to the CLC 
at which time we will be fully “MIF”ed!  
 
In the meantime, we are structuring the next 
steps in the process; how we review PIFs; 
how we prioritize PIFs for further 
consideration; and how we develop interview 
questions. We will also be advertising for the 
position in a few publications and posting the 
job description on the church’s website 
www.faithpcbalt.org. We hope to begin 
receiving PIFs sometime between the end of 
September and the beginning of October at 
which time we will be somewhat “PIF”ed!  
 
Thank you all for entrusting us with the 
awesome responsibility of searching for 
Faith’s next pastor! Continue to pray for the 
work of the PNC. Our next pastor is out there 
somewhere. The Spirit will lead us to them 
and them to us. 

 

FAITH FAMILY LIFE 
 
Happy September Birthday! 
 

7th Leanora Eubanks 
8th Paul Parker 
12th Bryant Burns 
14th Magnus Brown 
15th Kyla Roberts 
17th Chloe Brown 
19th Bernard Brown 
20th Scotty McGill 
23rd Oluseun Adetayo 
 Ebony Brown 
26th John Colmers 
29th Jackie Billings 
 

If you would like your birthday added or if it 
is incorrect, please contact the church 
office. 
 
Memorial Service 
 
Long-time member Marge Turner’s 
memorial service will be on Saturday, 
September 21 at 11:00 a.m. If you would 
like to help with the reception, contact Robin 
Nemser. 
 
Please Keep in Your Prayers 
 
Betty Bunce, Nan Pohl, Nancy Stutzer 
 
Please send your prayer requests to Mary 
Speers, Interim Pastor, 410-435-4330, 
and/or Sharon Will 410-254-6788. Prayers 
are answered! 
 
Happy Birthday 

 

One of the many 
perks of Thursday 
Crew is CAKE! We 
celebrated Marilyn 
Valentine’s 87th. 
Rev. Mary Speers 
made an incredible 
coconut cake. We all 
oo’d and ah’d and 
enjoyed.  
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Book Club 
Monday, September 23 -7:00 at the Nesbitts’ 
 

 
We will be reading “Educated” by Tara 
Westover. Westover was born in Idaho. Her 
fanatic father was dubious of public 
education, believing it a means for the 
government to brainwash its gullible citizens. 
After one brother extricated himself from 
their world, he helped her escape. She 
accomplished the seemingly impossible by 
pursuing education to its highest level. Enjoy 
her incredible journey, and join us, 
September 23, at the Nesbitts’ to discuss this 
amazing story. 
 
Bethany Beach Youth Retreat 
Hannah Pope, group leader 
 

 
 
Faith Youth had a memorable time at the end 
of summer beach retreat which took place 
from Aug. 23-25. A huge thanks goes out to 
Charles & Susan Minor who bravely offered 
their Bethany Beach house to the group. 
 
The retreat was organized by Hannah Pope 
and Krista Wallace and chaperoned by Robin 
& Neil Nemser.  
 

 
 
We had a group of energetic girls who played 
wildly in the amazing surf, created tie-dyed 
t-shirts, practiced an anthem for worship, 
made plans for the coming year, and 
participated in Bible study. 
 

 
 
We know that God was watching over our 
group, as everyone made it safely through a 
blown tire on I-95! It surely gave everyone 
something to talk about!  
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Thank you to the five youth who attended 
(Peyton, Renatta, Isabel H., Gabriella, and 
Kenna) as well as to their parents who 
entrusted their children to the youth leaders. 
Our hope is that we will have double the 
number of teens at the next event, including 
our young men! We need you all and look 
forward to many more adventures in the 
coming church year! 
 

 
 

A Season of Peace 
September through October 6 

 
 
By giving to the Peace and Global Witness 
Offering, we work to share Christ’s peace 
with one another.  
 
25% of the Peacemaking offering stays with 
our congregation and is given to the Social 
and Environmental Justice Council (SEJ); 
25% goes to Synod and Baltimore 
Presbytery and 50% supports the work of 
Presbyterians around the earth.  
 
We will accept the offering on October 6th, 
World Communion Sunday. 
 
Faith’s Cuba Partnership 
A Challenge to the Congregation 
by Audrey Trapp 
 
A Faith Church member has recently offered 
$250 as seed money to begin a Cuba 
Partnership Scholarship Fund to assist 
members who want to visit our partner 
churches in Meneses and Iguara, Cuba. As 
you know, travelers pay their own expenses 
with very limited scholarship help from the 
Presbytery for first-time participants. In the 
past, the cost for visas, airfare, room and 
board, and ground transportation has been 
about $1200. Costs are rising in Cuba for all 
the above expenses. Will you help us raise 
funds so that all youth and adults who want 
to participate in this important ministry can 
do so and can experience God’s transforming 
love? 
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Gathering 
 
The 884th Gathering of the Presbytery of 
Baltimore takes place Thursday, September 
12, 2019, from 9 a.m. (Registration begins) 
till 3:30 pm, at St. John United Church in 
the Interfaith Center at 10431 Twin Rivers 
Road, Columbia, MD. The meeting will begin 
with worship and will include the Installation 
of Moderator Guy Moody and Vice-Moderator 
Michael Moore and the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. We will then turn to a time for 
learning and discussion about one of the 
Presbytery’s most successful mission 
activities, The Center. Discernment and 
Decisions will include approving the COLA 
increase for pastors for the next year, the 
first reading of the 2020 budget, and 
approval of several important changes in the 
Presbytery manual. 
 
Box lunches will be available for $12.50, you 
must register by September 5th. Lunch 
 
Please download to your computer and print 
and bring your own copies. 884th 
Gathering We will not provide paper copies 
for Commissioners. 
 
WIFI will be available, but it may be a 
challenge if everyone tries to access meeting 
papers electronically during the meeting.  
 

 

Begin thinking and praying now about 
making a large or small gift to support Faith’s 
ministry and partnership with Cuban 
Presbyterian partners. You may not be able 
to travel yourself, but you can help make it 
possible for others to go. Please consider 
prayerfully! 

  
Chandra Jackson and kids at Sunday School, Iguara Church, 
February 2019 
 
A little history: 
Faith Church began its partnership with the 
El Centro Presbytery in Cuba more than ten 
years ago and signed formal five-year 
partnership agreements - Covenants - in 
2009 with the Meneses and Iguara Churches. 
We renewed the Covenants in 2014 and, with 
the recommendation of the Deacons and 
approval of the Session, we are about to 
renew our Covenants for another five years.  
 
Small groups of Faith members and retired 
Pastor Christa Burns have visited Meneses 
and Iguara just about every year since 2009. 
We are beginning to plan the next trip that 
will include the signing of five-year 
Covenants with both partner churches. We 
are considering March 2020 and will choose 
a date convenient for those who wish to go. 
We will likely stay for 5-6 days, and five 
people is the maximum. More details to 
come. 
 
Thank you to the entire Faith congregation 
for your faithful support of the Cuba 
Partnership for all these years. You have 
been generous with your love, 
encouragement, prayers, and donations of 
OTC medicines and other requested items 
over these ten years. Thank you! 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRiBxccb01FAEoNTsTPtFn-7HO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboudeKBRiyMeMtVXyRe6K_oTI=
http://baltimorepresbytery.org/events/gathering-sep-2019/
http://baltimorepresbytery.org/events/gathering-sep-2019/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

5 
10:45AM – CH 
Worship 
Hymn Sing  

2 
 

3 4 
2:00PM – CH 
Gentle Yoga 

5 
9:00AM –  
Thursday Crew 
 

6 7 

8 
10:45AM – FH 
Worship 
Picnic 

9 
 

10 
7:00PM-WB 
Deacons 

11 
2:00PM – CH 
Gentle Yoga 

12 
9:00AM –  
Thursday Crew 
9:00AM – OC 
844th Gathering 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
9:15AM – WM 
Adult Forum 
10:45AM – ST 
Worship 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
11:00AM – WB 
Bible Study 
2:00PM – CH 
Gentle Yoga 

19 
9:00AM –  
Thursday Crew 
7:30PM-CR 
Choir 

20 
 

21 
11:00AM – ST 
Marge Turner’s 
Memorial 
Service 

22 
9:15AM – WM 
Adult Forum 
10:45AM – ST 
Worship 
Noon – WM 
Worship & Art 
 

23 
7:00PM – WB 
Session 

24 
 

25 
11:00AM – WB 
Bible Study 
2:00PM – CH 
Gentle Yoga 

26 
9:00AM –  
Thursday Crew 
7:30PM-CR 
Choir 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
9:15AM – WM 
Adult Forum 
10:45AM – ST 
Worship 
Noon – WM 
SEJ 

30 
7:00PM – OC 
Book Club 

     

       

 

September 

Locations 
 
ST – Sanctuary 
CH - Chapel 
WB – Woodbourne Room 
WM – Woodmont Room 
FH – Fellowship Hall 
OC – Off Campus 


