Summer 2019

The Voice of Faith
Dear Faith Family,
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Congratulations, graduates and families of graduates! We’re at
the beginning what used to be called the Trinity season in the
church, those long lazy summer months that begin on Trinity
Sunday, the Sunday after Pentecost. Summer is upon us, and
all of us are looking forward to recreation over these next few
weeks.
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Morning has broken like the first morning;
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! praise for the morning!
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word!
Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning,
Born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation; praise every morning,
God's recreation of the new day!
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Village of Bunessan (Bun-Easain), Mull, Argyll & Bute, Scotland
continues on page 3

Please send articles and photos
for the Voice of Faith by the 15 of
the month.
seekfaith@faithpcbalt.org
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Sundays at 10:45
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
July 7
2 Kings 5:1-14
Psalm 30:1-12
Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 14
Amos 7:7-17
Psalm 82:1-8
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 21
Amos 8:1-12
Psalm 52
Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:38-42

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 18
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 25
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Second Reading Hebrews 12:18-29
Gospel Luke 13:10-17

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Robin Nemser, chair

Church School and Adult Forum will return
on September 15.

Families, Children & the
U.S./Mexico Border

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 28
Hosea 1:2-10
Psalm 85:1-13
Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19)
Luke 11:1-13
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
August 4
Hosea 11:1-11
Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Second Reading Colossians 3:1-11
Gospel Luke 12:13-21
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 11
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

Give to provide humanitarian relief for
children arriving in the U.S. alone; to support
Presbyterian congregations and mid councils
as they minister to these children; and to
help with advocacy issues related to this
crisis.
Financial contributions can be mailed to Faith
or placed in the offering plate or be sent to:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance’s Disaster
Relief-Refugee Emergencies Fund
PO Box 643700,
Pittsburgh, PA 15246-3700
Use this identifying number (DR000095) on
your check if mailed to Presbytery.
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The Hebrew phrase tikkun olam, which
means “the restoration of all creation,” is
what I think of when I hear Eleanor Farjeon’s
poem, which mentions “recreation” but
clearly means it as “re-creation.” The poem
was set to an old Scottish tune (named for
Bunessan, a village on the bus route across
Mull to Iona—where I sometimes go for recreation!).
Why am I getting into all this? It’s Trinitarian.
The tune is what’s called a “slip jig” in Celtic
music. A slip jig, three sets of three counts,
or 9/8 time, has a revolving, cyclical feel; it’s
very ancient, and very Trinitarian (ONE-twothree, TWO-two-three, THREE-two-three;
ONE-two-three, etc.). The rolling three-ness
of a slip jig makes me think of the ocean, and
of dancing, and of our life together, cycling
through the seasons.
You have elected a terrific PNC, and over the
summer they will be organizing and
eventually, with Presbytery's help and
blessing, posting the position of Pastor of
Faith Church on the PCUSA national call
system ("Church Leadership Connection").
You'll hear every so often about where they
are in the process.
Keep praying! God has already chosen the
right next pastor for you. The PNC must
figure out who that is—and the person just
needs to be listening for the Spirit’s call!
In the meantime, this Trinity season, I look
forward to seeing you in church, and out and
about, in this beautiful world. Recreate, reCreate, and restore Creation, this summer
and always!
Blessings, Mary

WORSHIP & THE ARTS

The Annual Men of Church Sunday was
held on June 17. The service began with a
prelude written and sung by Mike Shirey
titled Bottom of the Slide. During the service,
men served as readers, ushers and a made
up all male a choir especially formed for the
service. In all, thirteen men participated.
Although Faith Church is fortunate to have
lay participation throughout the year, it was
especially nice to showcase the men who
volunteered to participate as a group. A
special thanks to our Music Director, Samuel
Springer, who provided the service music
and directed the morning’s choir.
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a.m., followed by Lemonade Fellowship
throughout the summer. The Sanctuary will be
comfortably air-conditioned, and you will have
an opportunity to visit with old and new friends
while enjoying a cool beverage and a snack.
The Chancel Choir will be taking a summer
break that will give them an opportunity to sit
in the congregation and to visit before and after
the service. Meanwhile, that creates a perfect
opportunity to enjoy some special music. We
are looking for people who would like to sing
solo or with a friend(s) or who would like to
play an instrument. Don’t be shy! Call the
church office and together we can make it
happen.
Worship & Arts participated in the recent
meeting where the church calendar was
created for the upcoming church year
beginning in September. The Committee is
excited as we look forward to September. Plans
are being developed for our Annual
Homecoming Sunday service on the lawn.
Put Sunday, September 8 on your calendar.
You won’t want to miss it.

PNC

Pastor Nominating Committee

From left to right: Mike Shirey, Natalie Wallace, Pat
Nesbitt, Judy Sperling, Karen Burd, Mozella Williams,
and Neil Nemser. In center, Chair of the Nominating
Committee, Kay Ballard.

PNC was elected by the congregation on May
19th by the congregation. Their first meeting is
scheduled for June 9th. They will meet with
Mellissa Hildebrant to begin the new pastor
search process.

DEACONS
CARES Pantry
Community and Religious Emergency Services
(CARES)

Last month, the Voice of Faith brought us
information about the work of CARES,
headed by Rachael Neill who spoke to an
Adult Forum in April. We have learned that
CARES is the source of the food pantry that
our congregation supports. But CARES is
more than food.
In addition to supplementing food needs,
CARES helps with paying utility bills and
offers help if a client has been threatened
with eviction. CARES cooperates with several
other local groups to help meet the needs of
the people in the targeted area. CARES
works with Loyola, through the “York Road
Initiative,” which has carried on a listening
project the purpose of which was to discern
the needs and desires of the residents in the
neighborhood.
A farmer’s market was started on York Road,
and a community garden and playground
now exist at the Glenwood Center in the
Woodbourne/McCabe neighborhood, thanks
to the support of CARES. The organization
also belongs to the Baltimore Compost
Collective, the First Fruits Farm in Baltimore
County, and the Family Food outlet on York
Road.
As you can see, our yearly contribution to
GEDCO and CARES is helping to better meet
the living needs of the residents of a large
section of Baltimore City. The Deacons thank
you for your continued generosity.

Habitat
The most recent Habitat workday in the
Sandtown community we witnessed three
home dedications. Karen Meyers, Krista
Wallace and Natalie Wallace put in wall studs
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In our McCabe workday we installed flooring
in a home that was nearing completion. We
completed a room and closet floor which was
quite challenging.

Cuba
- a panel of younger Cubans and Americans
discussing ways to engage Young Adults in
both of our countries in Mission and the
work and leadership of the church
- devotions, Bible study, singing and a
meaningful closing worship service with
communion, led by Cubans and Americans
- presentations from Mission Co-workers,
the President of the Ecumenical Seminary
in Matanzas, the Coordinator of PC(USA)
Young Adult Volunteers, a historian and
author of books about Protestants in Cuba
and others
- quote from the Rev. Liz Eleyne Capo,
Pastor, Union de Reyes PC and Sabanilla
PC, in devotions on Saturday morning,
“Don’t tell God that you have big problems,
tell your problems that you have a big God!”

Cuba Notes

by Audrey Trapp
The annual Cuba Partners Network Gathering
was held June 18-22 at Loyola University in
New Orleans. Mary Speers, Audrey Trapp
and Marty Clayton (Woods Memorial PC)
attended from Baltimore Presbytery. Ninetyfive Presbyterians attended, representing
churches and presbyteries from around the
US and Cuba.
Six Cubans were able to obtain visas,
including many of the leaders of the Cuban
Presbyterian Church, and gave us updates
and hopeful plans for the future. They told
us that they had been through hard times
before and, with God’s help, would get
through this difficult time.
The theme of the Gathering was “Cuba and
the US at a Crossroads: Faith, Crisis, and a
New Generation.” Highlights included:
- a teleconference with Sen. Christopher
Coons, D-Delaware and Presbyterian Elder,
followed by an update on the work of the
Advocacy Committee challenging all of us to
contact our legislators to protest our
government’s harsh new policies toward

The Rev. Mary Speers and the Rev. Dora
Arce, Moderator of the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church in Cuba and Pastor, San
Antonio de Los Banos PC

2019 Cuba Partners Network Gathering
What we learned about conditions in Cuba:
- there are rotating shortages of food and
oil, but people are not hungry and are
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- our Partners want us to keep visiting
them!
- the punitive changes made by our
president related to Americans traveling
to Cuba do not impact the ability of
religious groups to visit Cuba on religious
visas. However, the prohibition of cruise
ships and tourism travel seriously impacts
the Cuban people and their ability to start
small businesses
- the closing of consular services at the
American Embassy in Havana has created
a serious hardship for Cubans who now
must go to a third country to apply for a
US visa. This takes time, is expensive and
the visa may still be denied
- Presbyterians in the US and Cuba have
much in common as we work to serve our
God and witness to our faith through
mission, care for children and the elderly,
and develop the future leadership of our
church.

Patrick Baker was the star of the Faith
Church group with his beautifully painted
face. We can’t hardly wait to see what he
does next year.

Gay Pride 2019

Fire Rainbow taken by meteorologist Justin Berk, in
Baltimore on June 12.

The annual Gay Pride took place on the
weekend of June 15-16. And Faith Church
was there, despite the T-Shirt snafu and
confusing parade instructions from the
organizers. Participating from Faith were
Gabriella and Renata Anthony, Patrick
Baker, Payton Lemon, Martha Sayre,
Marshalynne, Ivy Rose, and Linden
Seavers, Mary Speers, and Audrey
Trapp. Plus Doris Cowan and her 2000
Subaru. So, some walked and some rode and
some did both.

Faith Communities of Baltimore with Pride
(FCBWP) was represented by 30 faith groups
and 208 walkers.
Jay Chalfant and Doris Cowan joined
others at the FCBWP tents in Druid Hill Park
to hand out brochures and hard candies on
Sunday.
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Faith Directory

Happy July Birthday!

Faithful friends, would you like a current
directory? If so, please let me know; I can
email it or print it for you to pick up on
Sunday. If you request a printed version, I
need to know if you want it in booklet form
(like the old one) or letter size with one
staple in the corner.

3rd
10th
12th

13th
14th
17th
22nd
29th
31st

Elaine Crawford
Bill Curtis
Avis Allen
Paula Burger
Stephen Harouff
Susan Minor
Robert McGill
Carol Duray
Sonya Brown
Charleen Witherspoon
Cathy Billings
Cydney Parker

Happy August Birthday
2nd
5th
6th
10th
14th
24th
30th

Deb Colmers
Bobby Hall
William Brown
Pat Nesbitt
Samuel Springer
Anna Burns
Reginald Wallace
Dawn Shirey
Marilyn Valentine

If you would like your birthday added or if it
is incorrect, please contact the church
office.

Please Keep in Your Prayers
Betty Bunce, Nan Pohl, Nancy Stutzer
Please send your prayer requests to Mary
Speers, Interim Pastor 410-435-4330,
and/or Sharon Will 410-254-6788. Prayers
are answered!

Book Club
Book Club will return in September on the
fourth Monday. Everyone is welcome to
attend.

I promise it will be as up to date as I have
information as of July 1st. You know by July
2nd it will be incorrect because someone will
have changed something.
Happy Summer, Diane

Membership Benefit!
This is a reminder of a benefit that comes to
you as a congregant at Faith Church. Free
Health Club membership! Yes, it's true.
Simply by attending Faith Church, you
qualify for a year's free pass to good health.
High end equipment is available to suit all
your health needs: Cardio machine (lawn
mower);
treadmill
(trash
pick
up),
recumbent bicycle (riding mower); aerobics
(weeding). Simply show up at church on
Thursday mornings at the work crew fitness
center and take advantage of your ticket to
improved health. Burn calories! Tone
Muscles!
Look
better!
Live
longer!
Experienced trainers available. Free, healthy
lunch provided after your workout.

-9Free to Good Home

Available immediately or sooner: Small desk
on wheels, measuring 47½” wide, 23½”
deep and 52½” high including wheels.

Available soon: L-shaped desk, main desk
measures 60” wide, 30” deep and 29” high;
return 42” wide, 20’ deep and 25½ high.
Main desk has pen drawer, small drawer
above the filing drawer; return has small
cupboard with shelves.
Moving help may be available.
Call or email the office if you are interested
or know of a favorite charity that would
pickup.

Presbyterians from around the country will
gather this summer at Big Tent 2019 in
Baltimore, MD, August 1-3rd. The theme –
based on Romans 12:2, Called to a
Movement
Beyond
Institution,
will
emphasize our hope of the Gospel and its
power to challenge institutional conventions.
Through worship, Bible study, learning
opportunities, and active engagement with
one another and the community, attendees
will encounter the Church participating in
God’s mission for the transformation of
creation and humanity.
The Presbytery of Baltimore and its member
congregations have been asked to provide
volunteers to help with everything from
onsite registration to hospitality greeters.
This is an incredible opportunity for us to
extend the hand of fellowship to our brothers
and sisters from across the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.). As a token of our gratitude
you're invited to attend Big Tent activities at
no additional cost for the same day of your
service. If you are interested in learning
more about volunteer opportunities, please
visit www.pcusa.org/bigtent.
The schedule for Big Tent
https://www.pcusa.org/resource/schedule-eventsbig-tent-2019/
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June 27, 2019
Brothers and Sisters,
All around us, we are hearing news of
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE)
raiding
homes
of
suspected
undocumented immigrants and taking them
into custody. The news outlets reported that
the current US administration identified ten
cities across the country for these raids:
Baltimore is one of them.
There are congregations and communities in
our Presbytery deeply impacted by this policy.
Members of these churches have served,
worked and prayed alongside of those affected
and may be seeking resources for those who
find themselves seeking to support their
immigrant neighbors. We would like to offer
these resources listed at the bottom of the
page.
Regardless of your political stance, I believe we
all can affirm the words from our Book of
Confessions: “We trust in God, whom Jesus
called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God
created the world good and makes everyone
equally in God’s image male and female, of
every race and people, to live as one
community.”
(From the Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA
Book of Confessions)
In these trying and uncertain times, may we
remember to treat all people with dignity and
respect, love as Jesus loved and foster
communities free from fear promoting hope
and justice.
Blessings,
Jackie Taylor
General Presbytery

Below you will find a few different resources
that have been developed specifically to help
congregations in their discernment and
provision of immigrant support ministries.
We
know
that
congregations
within
Baltimore Presbytery have different levels of
connection and relationship to immigrant
members of their community. So, if you have
questions or need resources that aren’t
included below, please feel free to contact
Susan Krehbiel,
skrehbiel@baltimorepresbytery.org
It is never too late for you and your
congregation to consider what you can do to
learn more and to be better neighbors to our
immigrant brothers and sisters.
Know Your Rights and Legal Services
1. Basic Know Your Rights Instructions in
English is available for download.
2. Know Your Rights in other languages is
available from the Immigrant Legal
Resource Center.
3. Know Your Rights Workshop by Catholic
Charities in Baltimore City, on June 30th at
9:30 a.m. Flyer in Spanish.
4. List of Local Legal providers in Baltimore
Presbytery
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July
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

Thu
4
Independence
Day!
Office Closed

8

9

10
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

14
10:45AM – ST
Worship

15

16

21
10:45AM – ST
Worship

22

28
10:45AM – ST
Worship

29

7
10:45AM – ST
Worship

Fri
5
Office Closed

Sat
6

11
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew

12

13

17
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

18
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew

19
Harford House
Game Night

20

23

24
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

25
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew

26

27

30

31
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

Locations
ST – Sanctuary
CH - Chapel
WB – Woodbourne Room
WM – Woodmont Room
FH – Fellowship Hall
OC – Off Campus
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August
Sun

Mon

Tue

5

6

7
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

8
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew

9

10

11
10:45AM – ST
Worship

12

13

14
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

15
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew

16

17

18
10:45AM – ST
Worship

19

20

21
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

22
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew

23

24

26
10:45AM – ST
Worship

27

28

29
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

4
10:45AM – ST
Worship

Wed

Thu
1
Big Tent

30

Fri
2
Big Tent

31

Locations
ST – Sanctuary
CH - Chapel
WB – Woodbourne Room
WM – Woodmont Room
FH – Fellowship Hall
OC – Off Campus

Sat
3
Big Tent

