November 2019

The Voice of Faith
Dear Faith Family,
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Did you know that your church tithes? Your church gives about
10% of its annual budget for local and global mission! Perhaps
you don’t know how unusual that is for a church of our size. But
it’s something to celebrate. When all around us churches seem
to think that their mission is themselves, Faith still looks
outward—and onward.

Worship ....................... 2

November is truly the month of Giving Thanks!
We begin our thanksgiving with All Saints’ Sunday on November
3, when we celebrate the Communion of Saints with candle
lighting and the Lord’s Supper and give thanks to God for all our
loved ones who have joined the Church Triumphant. I’ll be on
vacation, but our friend Rev. Jack Hodges will return to preach
and lead worship. He is looking forward to it. (I’ll be back on
November 10.)
Adult Forum in November will be a celebration of “Oh, the Places
We’ve Been!” virtual journeys to Alaska, Greece, Denmark, and
Kenya led by your Faithful brothers and sisters.
Look inside the Voice of Faith for more from your Stewardship
Committee, and please begin to consider prayerfully what gifts
you plan to return to God through your church next year.
Stewardship season has begun, and the most important date to
remember is Sunday, November 17, the day on which we
dedicate our pledges for the coming year.
From 9:00 a.m. onward on Saturday, November 23 (the Saturday
before Thanksgiving), we’ll give thanks with our hands and feet,
pruning, clearing the leaves and branches from the grounds and
parking lot, working with the Thursday Crew to prepare the
church and its surroundings for all the upcoming holidays. This is
a very active way to use the gifts of God (our physical abilities
this time) for the glory of God, and have fun, too!
Then,
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Sundays at 10:45
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 3
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
Psalm 119:137-144
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Luke 19:1-10
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
All Saints Sunday
Rev. Jack Hodges preaching
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 10
Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or
Psalm 98:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Luke 20:27-38
Veterans Sunday
Infant Baptism
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 17
Isaiah 65:17-25, Isaiah 12
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19
Stewardship Sunday
Christ the King
November 24
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Luke 1:68-79
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

Thanksgiving), we take Thanksgiving dinner
to Harford House.
As the days shorten and the leaves fall, as
we gather indoors more than out, we
remember the lovely verse in Genesis that
we read together in Adult Forum this past
month: “As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night, shall not
cease” Genesis 8:22-26.
For millennia, although we never really knew
what we’d have until the harvest was
gathered, we didn’t wait to know that in
order to share.
In plenty and in want, people shared. Just as
Faith Church does today. The sense was not
of “giving it back,” but of “giving it forward.”
They shared not out of duty, but out of
gratitude,
and they discovered how
abundant life really was—with hope in it.
That’s still the way this November.
I invite you to thank God in everything you
do, and in so doing, to Find Abundance in
Faith!
Blessings,
Mary

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Robin Nemser, chair

Christian Education Update

Wednesdays Bible Study

Our committee has been busy this fall with
several important events:

Join Faith every Wednesday for a lively
discussion of Sundays upcoming lesson. No
preparation is required.

The
Christian
Education
Committee
recognized Rosemary Miller on October 20
for her decade of service to Faith Church.
During the time that Rosemary served as our
Nursery Attendant, she cared for our babies
and toddlers, aided our Sunday School
Teachers, and became a true part of our
Faith family. Rosemary will no longer be in
our employ, but we do hope that she will

11:00 a.m. in Woodbourne Room

-3continue to worship with us when she is able.
We thank her and wish her God’s blessings
in the future.

We thank Rev. Jack Hodges for the Bible
study on Genesis that he presented
throughout the month of October. And look
forward to four weeks of “Oh, the Places
We’ve Been” with presentations from Paula
Burger, John & Deb Colmers, Audrey &
John Trapp, and Adelaide Cooke.

On October 27, we presented Bibles to our
third graders. We wish many blessings upon
Carly Burd as she uses her Bible in the years
ahead. We hope to present Linden Seaver
and Jaileel Tomlinson with their Bibles in
the near future.

The Halloween Party following worship on
October 27 was a great intergenerational
success. 35 Faith members enjoyed pizza
and played crazy games. Thank you to all
who attended.
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Sundays at 9:15 in Woodmont Room

Oh, the Places We’ve Been
The 2019 Adventures of Faith

• 3rd Greece led by Paula Burger
• 10th Alaska led by John & Deb Colmers
• 17th Denmark led by John & Audrey Trapp
• 24th Kenya led by Adelaide Cooke

WORSHIP & THE ARTS

Judy Sperling and Marilyn Valentine, co-chairs

Faith Church joined Christians from all over
the world to celebrate World Communion on
the first Sunday in October. The service
included music from far off places and some
much more familiar. Rev. Speers used the
Gathering Time to teach the congregation
songs from The Muskogee-Creek Nation and
Japan. Maybe they will become favorites,
too.
The scripture reading from Genesis was
presented as a Dramatic Reading. During
Prayers of the People we prayed for God’s
earth and everything on it while the “earthsphere” was tossed among the congregation.
Each person was invited to place a hand over
the earth and pray for that location.

-5answered why we eat bread and drink from
the cup and what do we remember and what
to we ask God to do at the Table.

On the first Sunday in November we will
celebrate All Saints Sunday. Following
Communion, worshipers will have an
opportunity to light candles in memory of
loved one who are no longer with us. Rev.
Speers will be away, and Rev Jack D.
Hodges will lead worship in her absence.

DEACONS

Susan Minor, Moderator

Harford House Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving is fast upon us. Plans for the
annual Thanksgiving dinner at the Harford
House are afoot. Please prayerfully consider
joining members from Faith and Second
Presbyterian, as well the residents at Harford
and Micah Houses, and GEDCO board
members for a joyful and filling dinner on
Tuesday, November 26th.

During communion the children and youth
joined
Pastor
Speers
to
lead
the
congregation in a responsive reading that

-6SEJ
Karen Meyers, chair

Walter P. Carter Partnership
The relationship between Faith Church and
Walter P. Carter Elementary/Middle School
got off to a good start over the past few
weeks. Paula Berger, Bill Millen, Charles
Minor, Dawn Shirey, and Mozella
Williams participated in a planning session
at the school with WPC staff to prepare for
the October Family Engagement Night which
focused on literacy.

Bill, Charles, and Karen Meyers attended the
event and helped with the activity. After an
initial assembly where Principal Brandon
Pinkney spoke to the families, students and
parents were split up into 3 groups: K-2nd
graders, 3rd to 5th graders, and 6th-to 8th
graders. While teachers spoke about how
parent can help their children become better
readers, students made bookmarks and
paper bag puppets from craft materials
donated by our church members. Each
student was given a book donated by Faith.

Afterwards, families gathered for a dinner
and were invited to fill a bag with groceries
from the Maryland Food Bank. The cost of the
dinner and some of the books was covered
by the Community Engagement Grant that
we received from the Presbytery. The next
Family Engagement Night is scheduled for
Tuesday, November 19, and the topic will
be math. When we know the date for the
planning session, we'll pass it on.
Anyone who is interested in being involved in
the planning or helping with the event itself
is welcome.

Strong Schools
Five Faith Church members attended a public
forum at Dorothy I. Heights Elementary
School on October 24 organized by Strong
Schools Maryland. The gathering was one of
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support for the full funding of the
recommendations made by the Kirwan
Commission on Innovation and Excellence in
Education. Susan & Charles Minor, Paula
Burger, Audrey Trapp, and Karen
Meyers, all members of the Social and
Environmental Justice Council, represented
our congregation at the forum.

The personal information forms (PIFs)
continue to roll in and every single one needs
to be reviewed by all eight committee
members. Many of the PIFs we received were
matched to our church through the Church
Leadership
Connection
database,
but
prospective candidates may also self-refer
for consideration. If you know any ordained
pastors who might be considering a new call
please encourage them to self-refer to the
committee.
By the end of November, we will have
conducted
a
few
preliminary
phone
interviews and some reference checks for
prospects we think could be a good fit for us.
In the meantime, soon you should see
posters in the narthex and at the end of the
hallway right outside the Sanctuary door with
a diagram of the process and checkmarks
indicating our progression through all the
tasks along the journey that is the search for
our Faith Family’s next called pastor.
Please continue to pray for the guidance of
the Holy Spirit for the committee and for the
energy to continue the work.
Just a reminder – while we understand
people’s curiosity, we ask for your
understanding in the confidential nature of
the process.

STEWARDSHIP
PNC Update

Finding Abundance in Faith

Karen Burd and Mike Shirey, co-chairs
Greetings from your Pastor Nominating
Committee!! We have been hard at work
almost every week for the last three months.
The commitment of the eight members of the
committee, albeit expected, is nonetheless
gratifying to witness week in and week out;
even more so at the end of a few three-anda half-hour meetings in recent weeks. We are
meeting every Wednesday evening from
7:00pm until…well until we finish our
evening’s agenda.

Artwork by Veronica Herber

The Stewardship Campaign for 2020 has
been launched! Watch for a letter in your
mailbox (the old-fashioned kind) and a
pledge card for you to return to the church
office or place in the offering plate on
Sunday. We’ve taken inspiration for our
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which reminds us of our gratitude for our
brothers and sisters in faith and at Faith and
the fact that we can find abundance here.
As you consider your pledge commitment
this year, we encourage you to reflect on
what resources are important to you. Are
they only the financial ones that sustain you?
Or does a reservoir of faith also qualify as an
inner resource that nourishes you? We invite
you also to reflect on the way in which
sharing the material resources that you have
helps grow other treasures such as the bonds
of community and the strength of your faith.
Please note this practical matter: many
members of our congregation are finding it
convenient
to
make
their
regular
contribution via electronic transfer. Our
Parish Administrator is happy to help you
with the details. (And, if you are among
those who will miss putting something in the
offering plate, there is nothing that says you
can't also do that!)
Circle Sunday, November 17 on your
calendar to remind you to plan to stay
following worship for our traditional Subs and
Sundaes lunch which marks the end of our
Stewardship Campaign.
Over many years, we have had a wonderful
tradition in our congregation of maintaining
solid financial footing. As we move forward
with the search for a new Pastor, let's keep
Faith Church strong so that we can continue
to grow abundantly in faith.
Members of the Stewardship Committee are
pleased to answer any questions. Carl
Herber, chair; and members Paula Burger,
Chandra Jackson, Bill Millen, and Neil
Nemser.

Cuba Partnership
Cuba Notes
I am sure that you have seen the news in
recent weeks of the Trump administration’s
changes in a number of policies related to
Cuba. The latest was announced on October
25th and prohibits US commercial airlines
from flying into all Cuban airports except
Havana. This will cause great hardship for
the Cuban people for whom travel will be
more difficult and expensive. And it will make
travel more difficult and expensive for
Americans. But we will continue to go!
As you know, Faith Church has had a
covenant
and
a
signed
partnership
agreement with the Meneses and Iguara
Churches, first signed in 2009, renewed in
2015, and due for a third five-year renewal.
The Deacons and the Session have approved
the continuation of our special relationship
with these two small and faithful churches of
the Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada en Cuba
(IPRC). A trip is being planned in March 2020
to visit our friends and renew our partnership
agreement. Will you go with us?
Let me know if you are interested and a
meeting will be scheduled in November to
discuss further. There will be scholarship
money available to cover at least a portion of
the costs. You will not regret this lifechanging experience.
If you are unable to travel with us, you will
have the opportunity to contribute to our
partnership by donating needed items,
including OTC medicines, and give financially
to our new Cuba Partnership Scholarship
Fund. Another important way you can help is
to join our Advocacy efforts and receive
occasional emails with instructions to contact
our elected officials in Congress to support
bills in the Senate and House that support
improved relations between the US and
Cuba. Let me know if you are willing to
occasionally make phone calls to our elected
officials – we will supply the information!
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Reguero Gutierrez, has been commissioned
by the IPRC to serve in El Centro Presbytery.
Her spouse, Dargel Leyva, was ordained in
March 2019 and also pastors a church in El
Centro. It is wonderful to have two new
young pastors in a presbytery with such a
shortage of pastors.
Thank you for your past and continuing
support of this expression of our Christian
love in the world.
Audrey Trapp
audreytrapp@comcast.net

FAITH FAMILY LIFE
Happy November Birthday!
Eva Marinacci
Tina Bartlett
Campbell Ward
12th Pharibe Pope
15th John Nesbitt
18th Stephen Davis
Franny Marinacci
st
Christa Burns
21
Reginald Wallace
24th Carly Burd
26th Mike Shirey
28th William Brown Jr.
Betty Bunce
If you would like your birthday added or if it
is incorrect, please contact the church
office.
4th
7th

Please Keep in Your Prayers

Cuba Partnership Scholarship Fund
The Session of Faith Church has established
a special scholarship fund. This fund will help
support members and friends of Faith
Presbyterian Church wanting to participate in
the Cuba Partnership.
Faith Church is renewing its 5-year covenant
with the Meneses and Iguara Presbyterian
Churches. If this fund is successful, Faith
Church will be able to include more folks who
might not normally be able to participate in
our ongoing mission outreach.
Donations should be made out to Faith
Presbyterian Church and designated for the
Cuba Partnership Scholarship Fund. Stay
tuned for our special fundraising event to
support the March 2020 Mission Trip
Mike Billings
Clerk of Session

Betty Bunce, Beverly Baker, Nan Pohl, Nancy
Stutzer
Please send your prayer requests to Mary
Speers, Interim Pastor 410-435-4330, and/or
Sharon Will 410-254-6788. Prayers are
answered!

Book Club

Monday, December 2 -7:00 at Paula Burgers
Book Club has chosen New York Times
Bestseller Becoming Nicole by Amy Ellis
Nutt.
The inspiring true story of
transgender
actor
and
activist Nicole Maines, whose
identical twin brother, Jonas,
and ordinary American family
join her on an extraordinary
journey
to
understand,
nurture, and celebrate the
uniqueness in us all.
The author not only tells Nicole’s and her
family’s story but also the medical and legal
stories of transgender people.
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Autumn Care Days
Care Days are when we have the privilege of
lending our collective assistance to the
stalwart Thursday crew to get the
grounds/inside of our property in tip-top
shape. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. on
November 23 and end at noon with hot
dogs and chocolate chip cookies! See Mike
Shirey if you have any questions.
A hardy crew gathered on October 26 to
rake, weed, and repair Faith. Hope you can
join us next time.

- 11 Happy Thanksgiving

(think) “I have a strong voice. I’m sure I can
be heard.” Sorry, but not necessarily so! Not
by me, and sometimes not by others with
lesser hearing problems. So, I am suggesting
that speakers wait for the microphone, and
then…pretend you are a rock star! Hold the
microphone close to your mouth, not down
low, and speak out.
To now hear announcements, prayer
requests, joys and sermons is a blessing for
which I am truly grateful, and I don’t want to
miss a thing!

You’re Invited

To Hear or Not to Hear,
That is the Question!
by Marilyn Valentine

At least it has been my question for a long
time, as my hearing failed, and I found my
hearing aids didn’t help much in gatherings
such as worship. “I’m here, and I’m glad…but
I wish I knew what is being said,” was my
worship experience for years.
Now we have a system that includes units to
support hearing
I love it! I am fully a part of worship,
hearing the sermon, sometimes more, for
the first time in years. (I shudder at the
thought of all the great sermons I have
mostly missed.) Yes, some things about the
system can be annoying and take getting
used to. Maybe we can rethink the location
of the units to make picking them up more
convenient, for example. My intent is to
encourage others with a similar problem to
hang in there, give the hearing support a try.
Thanks to the efforts of Andy and others,
there has been improvement…maybe more
to come.
The “sometimes more” speaks to those good
friends who, during announcements, say

Carly Burd will be performing in the musical
"Seussical" with the St. Gabriel Players.
Performances are November 15-17 and
November 22-24. It is a very fun show based
on Dr. Seuss' stories. She would love to see
Faith faces in the audience! Tickets can be
purchased at Seussical Questions? See Karen
Burd.
The St Gabriel Players is a community
theater affiliated with St Gabriel’s Catholic
parish in Milford Mill, MD (Woodlawn area).
On Friday’s and Saturday’s, it is a dinner
theater with matinee shows on Sunday’s.
Tickets range in price from $9(kids) to $28
(show and dinner). Tickets can be purchased
for the show only also. Carly will be
performing in the role of Cindy Lou Who.
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November
Sun

3
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
All Saints Day

Mon

Tue

Wed

4

5

6
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

7
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
7:30PM-CR
Choir

8

13
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

14
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
7:30PM-CR
Choir

15

20
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

21
9:00AM –
Thursday Crew
7:30PM-CR
Choir

22

27
11:00AM – WB
Bible Study
2:00PM – CH
Gentle Yoga

28
Happy
Thanksgiving

29
Office Closed

10
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
Noon – WM
SEJ

11
Veteran’s Day
Office Closed

17
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship
Stewardship

18
7:00PM – WB
Session

24
9:15AM – WM
Adult Forum
10:45AM – ST
Worship

25
Book Club will
meet December
2 at the
Burgers

12
7:00PM-WB
Deacons

19

26
Harford House
Thanksgiving

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2
Turn Back
Clock.
Daylight
Saving ends.
8:00AM – ST
UCS Master
Class
9

16

23
9:00AM –
Care Day
Deacon’s
Thanksgiving
Basket Delivery

Locations
ST – Sanctuary
WB – Woodbourne Room
WM – Woodmont Room
FH – Fellowship Hall
OC – Off Campus

30
5:30PM – FH
Youth Group
Friendsgiving

