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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
First Sunday in Lent 

 
FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
March 1, 2020 

10:45 a.m. 
 

Welcome to Faith Church; we are glad you are here. 
Childcare for infants and preschoolers is provided all morning in the nursery, 

the second room on the right through the door by the pulpit.   
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THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

The candle is lighted as a prayer for peace. 
 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Mary B. Speers 
 
Prelude Méditation Charles Marie Widor 
 (1844-1937) 

*Please rise in body or in spirit; unison parts are in bold. 
 

*Call to Worship Bill Curtis 
Churches in the Reformed tradition began worship with Jesus’ Summary of the 
Law, from Matthew 21. We honor this custom.  
 
One: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. 
All: And a second is like it. You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On 

these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 
 

*Hymn 407 Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers NUN DANKET ALL’ UND BRINGET EHR’ 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Loving God, you believed in us before we were born. You put us in 
families to learn how to get along with people, and you give us your 
whole world to care for. Help us to trust you in return. Help us to pay 
attention when your Spirit speaks. Help us to say what you want us to 
say and do what you want us to do. Teach us real freedom. Help us to 
learn and grow together so that we become like your dear Son, our 
brother, Jesus Christ our Lord. May our hearts beat with your heart, sing 
with your song, love with your love, through the faith of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 

 
during Lent, the spoken prayer leads us into a period of silent prayer, which closes with 

 
Sung Supplication 603  AGNUS DEI 

  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
Have mercy, have mercy on us. (repeat) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
Grant us, O grant us your peace. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
One: …Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: 
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

*The Peace of Christ 
One: The peace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 

TO PROCLAIM AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD 
 
Time with Faith Kids 
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Sung Prayer for Illumination 
Hymn 469 CHILDREN PRAYING 

  
Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 

Lord, listen to your children praying. 
Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

 
 
 

Lesson Matthew 4:1-11 A Very Reasonable Man 
a sermon in drama for the first Sunday in Lent from the Iona Community Wild Goose 
Resources Group, adapted for Faith Church 
 
Cast 
 Jesus  Bobby Hall 
 The Devil  Bill Curtis 
 Interpreter Rev. Mary Speers 
 Narrator  The Congregation (All) 
 

throughout this re-enactment of the Temptations of Jesus, 
we’ll be singing Hymn 835, Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

 
Scene 1 
 

All: It happened, that after Jesus had been baptized, and while he was 
full of the Holy Spirit, he was led, by the Spirit, into the desert.  
There he remained for forty days and forty nights, during which 
time he ate nothing, but was put to the test by the Devil. 

 
Organ Just a Closer Walk with Thee Traditional North American Hymn 
 

Interpreter: Now, the Devil knew the ways, and the will, of God intimately. He 
had been long used to alluring people by the subtlest of means. The Devil 
was also a very compassionate man. He recognized hunger when he saw 
it, and showed concern and compassion for a hungry man. 

The Devil: Jesus, you’re hungry. But…you’re the Son of God! Look, here are 
some stones. They could be loaves of bread. You could change them with 
a word. Think of Elijah! Remember the angel told him he had to eat, too, 
so he’d be strong for God. Go on—it couldn’t hurt, just this once—think 
about it; you could feed the world. 

All: But Jesus answered, 

Jesus: The Scripture says, “A person cannot live by bread alone, but needs 
every word that God speaks.” 

 
Hymn 835 verse 1 
 
Scene 2 
 

All: The Devil then took Jesus to Jerusalem, the Holy City. He brought 
him to the Temple and set him on its highest point. 
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Interpreter: Now the Devil was a very knowledgeable man. He knew the 
Scriptures. He could quote them to show his familiarity with God. So he 
said, 

The Devil: Jesus, you are the Son of God, and this is God’s Holy Place. Look, 
below, there are those who wait to believe, who want to believe, but who 
need a sign to convince them. So why not—seeing as you are the Son of 
God—why not fling yourself from the top of the Temple? It’ll be all right—
remember what the Scripture says… 

 
Psalm 91, verses 11 and 12, to be precise, “God will give orders to his 
angels about you; they will hold you up with their hands, so that not even 
your feet will be hurt on the stones.” 

All: Jesus answered, 

Jesus: The Scripture also says, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” 
 

Hymn 835 verse 2 
 
Scene 3 
 

All: Then the Devil took Jesus to a very high mountain. He showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world in all their greatness. 

Interpreter: Now the Devil was a very reasonable man. He realized the grasp 
he had over people worldwide. He realized also how God wanted all 
creation to know Jesus as Lord, and how Jesus wanted to bring all 
creation back to God. So he offered Jesus a contract. 

The Devil: Jesus, oh, my friend, Jesus, all that I have, I want to give to you. 
All that you desire could be, should be, yours. Just bend your knee a little, 
that’s it, just treat me with respect, just humor me and worship me a 
little. 

Jesus: Go away, Satan. The Scripture says, “Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve only God.” 

 
Hymn 835 verse 3 
 
Scene 4 
 

All: Jesus was left alone, and angels came to help him. 

Interpreter: The Devil went elsewhere, to walk the earth as a very 
compassionate, knowledgeable, reasonable man. And still, the Prince of 
Hell and Master of Disguises appears incognito, as an angel of light. 

 
silent reflection 

 
Hymn 783 When We Are Tested ANGELS OF HEALING 
 
Prayers of the People  
 

During Lent, the Worship & Arts committee invites you to write your prayers on 
the strips of paper provided and come forward or ask someone to do it for you and 
weave them onto the cross. This is a period of communal meditation and music.  
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OFFERING 
 

Offertory Anthem Bread of the World arr. Alan Bullard 
 (b. 1947) 
 

Bread of the world, in mercy broken, wine of the soul, in mercy shed; by whom 
the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead. Look on the 
heart by sorrow broken, look on the tears by sinners shed; and be your feast to 
us the token that by your grace our souls are fed. 

 
*Sung Response  

Hymn 708 We Give Thee but Thine Own verse 1 SCHUMANN 
 

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
*Dedication of Self & Substance  

 
Merciful God, we dedicate these gifts as an expression of our trust in 
you.  You alone know our hearts, and you more than any human being 
love us.  May this act of giving draw us closer to you, and spread a table 
of bounty before all who come closer to you through our sharing, in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The Invitation: Words of Institution 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

…the prayer continues 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in Heaven hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread and Pouring the Wine 
Communion (by intinction) So that all may be welcome at the table, please know 

that gluten-free, cubed bread is available on each tray, and “wine” is unfermented 
grape juice. Please come to the front of the sanctuary via the center aisle, take 
the bread and dip it into the chalice, partake and return to your seat by way of a 
side aisle. 
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Prayer 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
And all that is within me, bless God’s holy name! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul: 
And forget not all God’s benefits. God our help: we thank you for this 
supper shared in the Spirit with your holy child Jesus, who makes us 
new and strong, who brings us life eternal. We praise you for the 
light you have poured into our hearts and pledge ourselves in turn to 
pour that light into the world you so love, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen ~ from Psalm 103 

 
TO GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE IN CHRIST’S NAME 

 
*Hymn 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN’ FESTE BURG 
 
*Charge to the Congregation and Benediction 
 
Postlude Praeludium, Fuga und Ciacona Dietrich Buxtehude 
 (c.1637-1707) 

 
FAITH  FAMILY  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Habitat for Humanity Workday 

Wear work clothes and prepare to have a wonderful day helping the community to build 
a house. There is a job for everyone. The upcoming volunteer day for Faith is March 21.  
Talk to Natalie Wallace if you would like to participate. 
 

Walter P. Carter School 
The remaining Walter P. Carter Family/Community Engagement Nights are as follows: 

March 17: "Know Your Rights" (when interacting with law enforcement) and Self-
Defense Night 
April 21: Holistic Wellness Night 
May 19: STEAM and Science Fair Night 

All are Tuesday nights, and the time is 5:30-7:30. The school is located at 1101 Winston 
Ave. If you are interested in getting involved, please email Karen Meyers 
(karencmeyers@gmail.com) or let Diane know. 
 

Deacon Outreach Plan 
To better minister to the needs of our congregation, the Deacons have initiated an 
"Outreach Plan," through which we can keep in closer contact with our members during 
times of need. Each month, a Deacon will contact those whose names have been 
brought to our attention for health or other issues. We will then relay that information to 
the congregation, as appropriate. It occurred to us that some of you may like to be a 
part of this ministry, even though you are not presently a Deacon. If you feel you would 
like to join us, please see Susan Minor or any of the Deacons.  

Leading Worship Today 
 

Rev. Mary Barrett Speers, Interim Pastor 
Samuel Springer, Minister of Music and Organist 

Bill Curtis, Liturgist 
The Chancel Choir 



7 
 

CARES Pantry  
Your donation, large or small, of any non-perishable food will make a difference. On 
behalf of GEDCO CARES' clients, thank you for your continued outpouring of generosity. 
Food donations may be placed in the baskets outside the sanctuary doors. Please 
continue to donate to the Bread Fund; your gifts are used to purchase fresh produce.  
 

Harford House Lasagna & Bingo Night Friday, March 13, 6:00 
Lasagna Bingo Night Back! We will host our annual BINGO night at Harford House on 
March 13th. We need the following donations: lasagna, salad, garlic bread, desserts and 
drinks. We are also requesting monetary donations to provide gift bags for the men at 
Harford House. Please drop off food donations in the Faith kitchen by 3pm on March 
13th. Please contact Lauren Hill if you can contribute an item or if you are able to 
attend! 
 

Upcoming Special Services 
Easter often comes as a surprise because it isn’t on the same date, so write these services 
on your calendar or post this reminder on your refrigerator.  

April 5 Palm Sunday we’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 to enjoy a continental 
breakfast followed by our Annual Palm Parade from the Hall to the Sanctuary. (If you 
would like to contribute a breakfast selection, see or call Judy Sperling @ 410 668-8189) 
April 9 Maundy Thursday worship at 7:00 in the sanctuary 
April 12 Easter Sunday service followed by our Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Please pray for our homebound members: 
Betty Bunce Beverly Baker Nan Pohl  

 
Please Pray for Our PNC 

Karen Burd Paula Burger 
Neil Nemser Pat Nesbitt 
Mike Shirey Judy Sperling 

Natalie Wallace Mozella Williams 
 

  



8 
 

 
Faith Presbyterian Church’s Ministry 

 
Rev. Mary Barrett Speers, Interim Pastor 

maryfaithchurchbalt@gmail.com - 443-893-3717 
Rev. Doris Cowan, Parish Associate 

dw.cowan@verizon.net - 410-444-4731 
Rev. Bill Millen, Parish Associate 

bill.millen@comcast.net - 443-632-6047 
Dr. Samuel Springer, Minister of Music 

widor1@yahoo.com - 410-483-0808 
 
 

Session 
Mike Billings, Clerk 

2020 2021 2022 
Mike Billings Ellsworth Jackson Paula Burger 

Vivian Slacum Karen Meyers Andy Fuller 
Bobby Hall Mike Shirey Neil Nemser 
Carl Herber Audrey Trapp Charleen Witherspoon 

 
 

Deacons  
Susan Minor, Moderator 

2020 2021 2022 
Chandra Jackson Leanora Eubanks Lauren Hill 

Ileana Martinez-Castillo Gail Poorbaugh Mary Hodgson 
Susan Minor Natalie Wallace Robin Nemser 

Mozella Williams Sharon Will Hannah Pope 
 

 
Faith Presbyterian Church 

5400 Loch Raven Blvd. 
faithchurchbalt@gmail.com 

410-435-4330 
 


