
 
 

Twenty Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 

 
Parable of the Wicked Servant, oil on canvas 

Domenico Fetti (c. 1589 – 1623) Italian 
State art collections, Dresden, Germany 

 
Faith Presbyterian Church 

Order of Worship 
 
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Cat Dodson Goodrich 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Prelude I've Got Peace like a River Robert Powell
 (b. 1932) 
Call to Worship  
 

One: Come, all who seek peace: 
All: Here, we learn to be peacemakers. 
One: Come, all who need forgiveness: 
All: Here, we are reminded of God’s grace. 
One: Come, all who long for healing: 
All: Here, we find rest and restoration. 
One: Come, all who love God: 
All: Here, we gather in praise and thanksgiving! 
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Hymn 415 Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy RESTORATION 
verses 1-3, page 6 

 
Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession  

 
Merciful God, you call us to forgive as we hope to be forgiven.  But too often we 
hold grudges, and refuse to seek reconciliation. We have spoken without trying to 
understand others, and kept silent instead of telling the truth. We have eaten 
without thought for the hungry, and neglect your call to love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves.  Forgive us, we pray, and help us to live as faithful disciples this day 
and always. We open our hearts to you in silent prayer… 
 

silent prayer 

Kyrie 577 Lord, Have Mercy KYRIE ELEISON 

 
 
Assurance of Grace 
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Gloria 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines of Me GLORY TO GOD 
verse 1 

A Moment with Faith Kids  
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Epistle Reading Romans 14:1-12 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must 
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those 
who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make them stand. 
 
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while 
those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. 
 
Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For it is written, 

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
   and every tongue shall give praise to God.’  

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
Music Seek Ye First David Huff and Karen Lafferty 

Mike Shirey, vocals and guitar 
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Gospel Reading Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, 
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 
‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the 
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the 
debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him 
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his 
fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But 
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his 
fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
“You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’ 
 
This is the word of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon How to Forgive Rev. Goodrich 
 
Hymn 435 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy IN BABILONE 

page 7 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory Seven More Times Maria Doyle Kennedy 

Mike Shirey, vocals & guitar 
 

Dedication of Self and Substance  
 
Hymn 543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me GREEN TYLER 

page 5 
Charge & Benediction 
 
Postlude Broken Things Julie Miller 

Mike Shirey, vocals & guitar 
Passing of the Peace 
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Leading Worship Today 
 

Rev. Cat Dodson Goodrich, Pastor 
Dr. Samuel Springer, Minister of Music and Organist 

Marilyn Valentine, Liturgist 
Mike Shirey, Vocals & Guitar 

Mozella Williams, Zoom Moderator 
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