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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Cat Dodson Goodrich 
 
Joys and Concerns 
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GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Prelude The King of Love My Shepherd Is Robert Hobby 
 (b. 1962) 
 
Call to Worship  Carl Herber  

*adapted from Rev. Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art, LLC, sanctifiedart.org 
 

One:  Before we were born, 
All:  Before we took our first breath, 
One: Before the week started, 
All: Before the world started, 
One: Before we said, “I love you,” 
All: Before we said, “I’m sorry,” 
One: Before we figured out who we really are, 
All: Before we figure out who and how we want to be; 
One: Before it all— 
All: God loved us 
One: Unconditionally and completely. 
All: Wholly and honestly— 
One: God loves us. 
All: Again and again, our story begins with love.  Let us worship God! 
 

Hymn 627 I Love You, Lord 
 I LOVE YOU, LORD 
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Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession  

*adapted from a prayer by Rev. Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art, LLC, sanctifiedart.org 
 

God of love, we confess that we let ourselves forget the beginning of the story—
That we were made from love, to be love, to give love. We forget that first there 
was you, and you are love. We forget that out of that love you created us. We 
resist, we doubt your unconditional love.  We are reluctant to love ourselves fully 
and hesitate to love others completely.  Break our hearts of stone, holy One, and 
give us fresh courage and confidence in your unrelenting love. We open ourselves 
to you in silent prayer… 
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Kyrie 698 Take, O Take Me as I Am TAKE ME AS I AM 

 
 
 

 
Assurance of Grace 
 
Gloria 625 How Great Thou Art HOW GREAT THOU ART  

chorus 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

A Moment with Faith Kids  
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4-9 
 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but 
the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and 
no water, and we detest this miserable food.’ Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among 
the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people came to Moses 
and said, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to 
take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to 
Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look 
at it and live.’ So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

 
Music If You but Trust in God to Guide You Randall Sensmeier
 (b. 1948) 
Gospel Reading John 3:14-21 
 

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 
who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But 
those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 
have been done in God.’ 
 
This is the word of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon From Love...to Love Rev. Goodrich 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Hymn 215 What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE 
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Minute for Mission Chandra Jackson 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
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Offertory   
Daniel Rich, baritone 

 
 
Ritual of Remembrance 

Today marks one year of pandemic shutdowns; one year since we stopped holding in-person 
worship services and started gathering instead on Zoom.  You will need two stones for this 
ritual of remembrance: one to stay at home as a reminder, and one you will return to Faith 
the next time you come to worship in our sanctuary.  In this way, we will always see and be 
reminded of this year of pandemic life: its losses, and its lessons. 
 
God of life, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the 
promised land. And so it is that you have led us through a year like none other: 
through separation and isolation, through sickness and fear, through grief and the 
valley of the shadow of death.  Your spirit has sustained us in this wilderness: 
guiding, connecting, inspiring and upholding us through tremendous change, 
loneliness, and loss.   Even now, we trust that you are at work making all things 
new, enabling us to learn, adapt, and thrive.  Bless us with the wisdom to hold on to 
the lessons of this year of pandemic, as we look to the future with hope. With 
gratitude for your abounding grace, we pray, amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Our Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 

 
SENDING GOD’S PEOPLE INTO THE WORLD 

Hymn 765 May the God of Hope Go with Us ARGENTINA 
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Charge & Benediction 
 
Postlude Now Thank We All Our God Sigfried Karg-Elert
 (1877-1933) 
Passing of the Peace 
 

 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Rev. Cat Dodson Goodrich, Pastor 
Dr. Samuel Springer, Minister of Music and Organist 

Carl Herber, Liturgist 
Daniel Rich, Soloist 

Mike Shirey, Camera/Audio Operator 
Mozella Williams, Zoom Moderator  

Dawn Shirey, PowerPoint 
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