
 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 

 
The Endless Road, oil painting on different materials 

Margret Hofheinz-Döring, (1910-1994) German 
 

Faith Presbyterian Church 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Cat Dodson Goodrich 
 
Joys and Concerns 

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Prelude What a friend we have in Jesus Robert Hobby 
 (b. 1962) 
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Call to Worship *adapted from The Worship Sourcebook John Colmers 
 

In Christ, the creator of the universe made a home on earth. 
Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
The source of all creation, he lives among the least. 
He walks alongside the poor and welcomes the weary. 
He says, come now, all who hunger, 
And be fed with good things! 

 
Hymn 729 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 
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Call to Confession  
 
Prayer of Confession  
 

God our maker, your grace is beyond our imagining, your love is the beginning and 
end of all things. Trusting in that love, we seek the comfort of your pardon. For 
every time we have excluded someone who did not fit our expectations; for every 
time we have failed to live out your expansive welcome; for every time we have 
rejected the ways that lead to life and peace, have mercy on us!  Remake us in the 
image of Christ Jesus, in whose name we pray. We open ourselves to you in silent 
prayer… 

 
Kyrie 421 Have Mercy, God, upon My Life IRISH 

 
 
Assurance of Grace 
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Gloria 240 Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks ALLELUIA NO. 1 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

A Moment with Faith Kids  
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Psalter Reading Psalm 22:25-31 
 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
   my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
   those who seek him shall praise the Lord. 
   May your hearts live for ever! 
 
All the ends of the earth shall remember 
   and turn to the Lord; 
and all the families of the nations 
   shall worship before him. 
For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
   and he rules over the nations. 
 
To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
   before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
   and I shall live for him. 
Posterity will serve him; 
   future generations will be told about the Lord, 
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
   saying that he has done it. 
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Music More Love to Thee Penny Rodriguez
  
New Testament Reading Acts 8:26-40 
 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now 
there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; 
seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go 
over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless 
someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of 
the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
 
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
This is the word of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon On the Road Rev. Goodrich 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Hymn 769 For Everyone Born FOR EVERYONE BORN 
verse 1, 3, 5; page 6 

 
Invitation to the Offering 
 
Offertory  Mike Shirey 
 

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
 
Invitation to The Table 
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise… 
The prayer continues, concluding with 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be this day, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 
Words of Institution 
 
Sharing of Communion 

When the bread is broken, please break the bread you have at home. When the cup is poured, please 
pour it at home, or touch the cup if you’ve already filled it. We give thanks that the Spirit is present 
wherever we are, knitting us together as the body of Christ in the world. 

 
Prayer after Communion  

 
Gracious God, May the meal we've shared sustain our bodies, giving us strength as 
we follow in Christ's way. Sustain our hearts with the fellowship of this far-flung 
table, and our souls with the truth of your love made known here. In your many 
names we pray, Amen. 
 

SENDING GOD’S PEOPLE INTO THE WORLD 
 
Hymn 825 Swing Low, Sweet Chariot SWEET CHARIOT 
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Charge & Benediction 
 
Postlude Final-Marche Léon Boëllmann 
 (1862-1897) 
Passing of the Peace 

 
LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 

 
Rev. Cat Dodson Goodrich, Pastor 

Dr. Samuel Springer, Minister of Music and Organist 
John Colmers, Liturgist 

Neil Nemser, Soloist 
Mike Shirey, Guitar and Vocals 
Andy Fuller, Audio and Camera  
Karen Burd, Zoom Moderator  

Dawn Shirey, PowerPoint operator 
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