
God’s Green Earth 
 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Sunday, August 15, 2021 

 
Mixed Media 

Laura Curtis, (b. 1996) member of Faith Church 
 

Welcome to worship at Faith Presbyterian Church! We are glad you joining us this morning. Whoever you 
are, wherever you come from, whomever you love, whatever your faith or your doubt, we welcome all 
whom God welcomes, and that means you. As we begin our time together, take a few deep breaths and 
settle in, to make the transition from getting here to being here, and to prepare your mind and body for 
worship. 

 
Faith Presbyterian Church 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Cat Dodson Goodrich 
 
Joys and Concerns   

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
Prelude I've Got Peace Like a River Robert Powell 
 (b. 1932) 

*Please rise in body or in spirit; unison parts are in bold. 
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*Call to Worship Susan Minor 
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth… 
From the rocks beneath our feet to the farthest stars in the sky. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God and the word was God… 
The word was Love!  Love spoke, and all that is started becoming. 
Let all that is worship the source of our life! 
Let the seas ring and the mountains sing!  Let us worship God together! 
 

*Hymn 14 For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 
verses 1, 2, 4 

Call to Confession   
 
Prayer of Confession 

 
God of all creation,  
You made the day and night: yet we continue to grasp for more, failing to follow the 
rhythm of work and rest you call us to. 
You made the sky, but we have foul the air and warm the earth with polluting gases. 
You made the oceans and filled them with life, but our trash makes the waters unsafe. 
You made the creatures of the earth – the birds of the sky and every creeping leaping 
growing animal on land.  We have encroached on their natural habitats, and exploited 
the land they live on.   
You made us in your image to be the stewards of creation, but we find it hard to see your 
face in others, and have failed to preserve and protect our environment. 
Forgive us!   
By your grace, give us hearts and hands to create changes both small and large to 
care for your magnificent creation.  We open ourselves to you in silent prayer… 

 
Assurance of Grace 
 
Gloria 591 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! HALLE, HALLE 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
A Moment with Faith Kids   
 
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:6-25 
  

And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.’ So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the 
dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 
And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.’ And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let the 
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
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And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. 
God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day. 
 
And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every 
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged 
bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
 
And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild animals 
of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good 

 
Music 
 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:26-2:4a 
  

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.’  
 
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have 
given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every 
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 
 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 
day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 
creation. 
 
These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 
This is the word of God, for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon God’s Green Earth – Creation: Grounded in Goodness Rev. Goodrich 
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

*Hymn 24 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens HOLY MANNA 
verses 1, 2, 4 

Invitation to the Offering  
If you wish to contribute online, please scan the QR code with your mobile device to be directed 
to Faith's online giving site.  

 
 
 
Offertory  
 Daniel Rich, baritone 
  
Prayers of the People and Our Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
 

SENDING GOD’S PEOPLE INTO THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn 15 All Creatures of Our God and King LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
verses 1, 2, 4 

*Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude Allegro Giocoso Camille Saint-Seans 
  (1885-1921) 

*Passing of the Peace 
 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Rev. Cat Dodson Goodrich, Pastor 
Dr. Samuel Springer, Minister of Music & Organist 

Susan Minor, Liturgist 
Daniel Rich, Soloist 

Andy Fuller, Audio/Camera Operator 
Kristin Herber, Zoom Moderator 

Dawn Shirey, PowerPoint 
 
Please pray for: 
Sandra McWhirter recovering from heart surgery. 
Kay Ballard navigating cancer treatment options. 
Delevena Brown recovering from knee surgery. 
Ron and Judy Sperling as Ron continues with the radiation treatments. 
 
Continued prayers: 
Nan Pohl 
John Reale and the Seavers-Reale family 
Ann Scheck  
Faith’s Homebound Members 


